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true ° : 
not true,) that the black man is as good a soldier 


as the white man. ‘ 
But, sir, to conclude, throwing aside all these 


matters about which these differences of opinion 


exist, and looking to the actual condition of the 
country, I appeal to the patriotism of the Senate, 
and particularly to the patriotism of that portion 
of the Senate that constitute a majority ot this 
body, and are in favor of the Honey of the pres- 
ent Administration, and anxious to bring this war 
to a determination, to give up all their mere pri- 
vate differences, sacrifice them upon the altar of 


the public good, and show that with one heart | 


and one mind, shoulder to shoulder, you will meet 
all theexigencies that the Constitution authorizes, 


Mr. HALE. Mr. President, when the Senator | 


from Kentucky was addressing the Senate a few 
days since on another bill he let fall some re- 


marks which I thought required an answer, and | 


I thought I would make them immediately on that 
bill; but that bill was crowded outof the way yes- 
terday by the special assignment of the Senate 
assigning yesterday to the consideration of mat- 
ters belonging to the District of Columbia, and to- 
day this report of the committee of conference 
comes up. I have sat here some two or three 
hours while this subject has been under discus- 
sion thinking I would postpone until that other 
bill came up the remarks which | thought it m 

duty to make, deeming them not to be entirely 


relevant to this bill; but after the experience of | 
to-day I beg pardon of the Senate for ever having 


thought that anything that anybody thought fit 
to say upon any subject at any time upon any 
bill was not in order; and as the same sentiment, 
to which | propose to respond, uttered by the 
Senator from Kentucky, has been reiterated again 
and again in the discussion upon this measure, I 
propose to submit a few words at the present time 
upon it; and that is, upon the question whether 
man can hold property in man. 

The honorable Senator from Kentucky in speak- 
ing of those who hold the doctrine that man can- 
not hold property in man, said that nobody but 
a madman at the present time could entertain 
such a sentiment. I see that he or somebody else 
has revised the speech and put madman into 
Latin, and it reads now that nobody who is not 
non ve mentis would entertain such a senti- 
ment. I think it had more force as it was origin- 
ally uttered, and that the attempt of the Senator 
from Kentucky to maké his speech a little more 
classical, while it does credit to his learning does 
not much to his taste. I prefer to answer it as it 
was originally uttered, that none but a madman 
can entertain such a sentiment. 

Mr. President, I believe in that sentiment. I 
believe it as firmly as I believe the truth of my 
own existence. 1 believe that when God made 
man He made something different from anything 
else He ever had made, and while He gave to 
man dominion over all other creatures Fe had 
created He reserved the immortal soul for His 
own peculiar worship, and He never intended 
that merchandise should be made of it. 1 know 
that slavery asserts a different doctrine and a dif- 
ferent dogma, and it is to that to which I wish to 
address myself. 

Slavery claims to own a man—his bones, his 
muscles, his heart, his everything. Slavery with 
impious and defiant aspect stands at the foot of 
the vross of Christ and challenges the truth of 

is dying declaration when He bowed His head 
Upon the cross and said “It is finished;’? the 
Prieé of man’s redemption is paid. Slavery says 
no, the price of all souls is not yet paid; we own 
feule over which we have final control. As some- 
cae “rn has said what I should like to have 
Pe . € to say upon this subject so much better 
= can say it, I prefer to give that to the 
cont I will read an extract from a speech of 
a Brougham, an eminent “madman”? on the 

er side of the water, made before the British 
Beament on the 12th of July, 1830. Lord 
rougham said: 


“Tell me not of rights. ‘Talk not of the property of the 


(and it is not for the Senator to say thatitis | 
’ 
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planter in his slaves. Ideny the right. I acknowledge not 
the property. The principles, the feelings of our common 
nature rise in rebellion against it. Be the appeal made to 
the understanding or to the heart, the sentence is the same 
that rejects it. In vain you tell me of laws that sanction 
such aclaim. There is a law above the enactment of hu- 
man codes, the same throughout the world, the same in all 
times,such as it was betore the daring genius of Colambus 
pierced the night of ages and opened to One World sources 
of power, wealth, and knowledge; to another all unuuer- 
able woes. Such itis at this day. It isthe law written by 
the finger of God on the heart of man; and by that law, eter- 
nal, unchangeable, while men despise traud and loathe ra- 
pine, and abhor blood, they shall reject with indignation 
the wild and guilty fancy that man ean hold property in man. 
In vain you appeal to treaties, to covenants between na 

tions. The covenants of the Almighty, whether the old 
covenant or the new, denounce such unholy pretensions. 
‘To those laws did they of old refer who maintained the Af- 
rican trade. Such treaties did they cite, and not untruly, 
for by one shameful compact you bartered the glories of 
Blenheim for the traffic in blood. Yet, in despite of law 


and of treaty, that infernal trafic is now destroyed and its | 


votaries put to death like other pirates, 

* How came this change to pass? Not assuredly by Par- 
liament leading the way; butthe country at length awoke; 
the indignation of the people was kindled; it descended in 
thunder and smote the traflic, and scattered its guilty profits 
to the winds. 

** Now, then, let the planters beware! Lettheirassemblies 
beware! Let the Government at home béware! Let the 
Parliament beware ! The same country is once more awake, 
awake to the condition of negro slavery; the same indig- 
nation Kindles in the bosom of the same people; the same 
cloud is gathering that annihilated the slave trade ; and if 


it shall descend again, they on whom its crash may fall will | 


not be destroyed betore I have warned them ; but I pray 
that their destruction may tura away from us the more ter- 
rible judgments of God.”’ 


Again, sir, Fowel Buxton, ina speech made on 
the same bill in the British Parliament, said: 


‘¢T3 there no difference between a vested interest in as| 
house or a tenementand a vested interestina human being? | 


no difference between a right to brick and mortar anda 
right to the flesh of a man? a right to torture his body and 
to degrade his mind at your good will and pleasure? ‘There 


is this difference: the right to the house originates inlaw, | 
and is reconcilable to justice ; the claim—for I will noteall | 


it a right—to the man originated in robbery, andis an out 
rage upon every principle of justice and every tenet of re- 
ligion.”? 


Now, I will give to the Senator the declarations 
of a “*madman”’ from Kentucky. Dr. Rice, in 
his speech before the convention which framed 
the constitution of that State, said: 


*'The owners of slaves are licensed robbers, and not the 
just proprietors of whatthey claim: freeing them is not de- 
priving them of property, but restoring it to the right owner. 
it is suffering the unlawful captive to escape. 


storing him to himself. Emancipation would only take 
away property that is itsown property, and not ours ; prop- 
erty that has the same right to possess us as we have to 


possess it; property that has the same right to convert our | 


children into dogs and calves and colts, as we have to con- 


It is not | 
wronging the master, but doing justice to the slave, re- | 
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. . ‘ | 
verttheirs into beasts; property that may transfer our chil- | 


dren to strangers by the same right that we transfer theirs.” 

Mr. JOHNSON. When was thatspeech made? 
Before the emancipation of the negroes in the 
West Indies? 

Mr. DAVIS. 
made in 1849. 

Mr. JOHNSON, 
Brougham. 

Mr. HALE. In 1830. 

Mr. JOHNSON. Will the Senator tell me 
whether Lord Brougham did not vote between 


I mean the speech of Lord 


twenty and thirty million pounds sterling to pay | 


the slaveholders of the West Indies? 

Mr. HALE. L[have not the record of his votes 
before me. 

Mr. President, it is certainly true that the hon- 
orable Senator from Kentucky, in the discourse 
which he made on this subject, gave authorities 
from the Supreme Court of the United States 
sanctioning this claim. I knowit andI regret it; 
but I will take this occasion to say that in my 
humble judgment if there was one single, palpa- 


That speech of Dr. Rice was | 





ble, obvious duty that the Republican party owed | 
to themselves, owed to the country, owed to hu- | 


manity, owed to God when they came into power, 
it was to drive a plowshare from turret to found- 
ation stone of the Supreme Court of the United 


States. They should have done it. * 
Mr. DAVIS. Will the Senator permit me? 
Mr. HALE. I cannot give way now. Iam || 


not pleased with that fashion. I intend no dis- 
courtesy; but I do not often speak to the Senate, 
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and when I do speak I prefer to speak and not to 


|| have a dialogue. 


Mr. DAVIS. I agree with you in that. 

Mr. HALE. Tam glad you do. 

I repeat, Mr. President, thet the first and most 
obvious duty that the Republican party owed to 
the country was to overturn that whole concern. 
If that court had been what the fathers of the Con- 
stitution intended it to be, we never should have 
been where we are now. If Chief Justice Taney 
could have remembered that he wasa lawyer and 
not a politician he would have had an influence 
that would have prevented that monstrous per- 
version of law and justice and the Constitution 
which he pronounced in the Dred Scott case, and 
which he illustrated by the remark that this peo- 
ple had been considered as having no rights that 
white men were ever bound to respect. 

3ut, sir, in that time, in that hour, in that op- 
portunity such as God rarely gives to a people or 


| a party, we utterly failed. ‘There was an oppor- 


tunity to place some of our own friends on the 
bench. and we were soanxious to place them there, 
as we had been shut out so long, that we failed 
in that most obvious duty, and the President nom- 
inated to us a number of gentlemen for seats on 
that bench. I voted when I was in the Senate 
(for I believe oné of them was passed upon when 
I was not present) against the confirmation of 
every one of them, not because I had the slightest 
objection to them as individuals or as lawyers, 
but because I was averse to the policy of un- 
dertaking to build up and patch up that rotten 
concern, Lthought there was a clear warrant in 
the Constitution of the United States for changing 
the court. The Constitution provided that the 
supreme judicial power should be vested in a Su- 
preme Court and such other inferior courts as Con- 
gress might from time to time establish, clearly 
indicating that they might establish a Supreme 
Court and inferior courts, and if either of them 
failed in carrying out the purposes which Con- 


| gress had in view, they might from time to time 


establish another. 

But, sir, the opportunity to place some of our 
own friends on the bench was too tempting; these 
gentlemen had friends, and they were nominated, 
and in our hurry we confirmed them, I do not 
know personally all those gentlemen. I take this 
occasion to say of those whose acquaintance I 
have made that I have been highly gratified with 
them. I believe some of them at least, those I 
know, were put on the bench because they were 
lawyers; and I know the policy that prevailed be- 
fore this Administration came into power was to 
put men there not because they were lawyers, but 
yecause they were not lawyers, and inall human 
probability never could be and certainly never 
would be. 

jut, sir, in the justice of God, which is some- 
times swifter than we think, we got a little retri- 
bution there, for one of the first acts of these new 
judges that you were in such a hurry to place on 
the bench of the Supreme Court was to decide 
that we were not-at war. Yes, sir, that is a ju- 
dicial decision; that we are not at war; but it is 
something else; a riot, or something of that sort; 
and the provisions of the Constitution applicable 
to the case of war were decided not to be appli- 
cable to our present condition. 

Well, sir, the time to change that court has gone 
by, never to return again. When the old man of 
the sea mounted on the shoulders of Sinbad the 
sailor, I believe the book—it is some time since I 
read it—records that every opportunity he got he 
made an attempt to throw him off, but he could 
not, and the old man stuck there and worried the 
sailor for along time. Sir, when we had an op- 
portunity to throw off this old man of the sea 
after it had fastened itself upon this Republic, and 


| had fastened upon the country some of the most 


odious and damnable doctrines that disgrace our 


| history, we failed to improve it, and we have now 


got to hug it just as long as we exist; and God 
only knows how long that willbe. I hope for 


| some time to come. 


Now, sir, [ will address myself more particu- 
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larly to the honorable Senator from Kentucky. 
I make these remarks general in their application 
to everybody that gets up here and tells me that 
property can be held in slaves, and quotes these 
old decisions. My reason to them is, that the 
times of this ignorance God winked at, but now 
commands all men everywhere to repent, 

Mr. President, the honorable Senator from 
Kentucky, in the commencement of his speech, 
dwelt in sad retrospects as he contemplated the 
past history of our country and mourned over 
those days that he feared had departed forever. 
Though that was eloquent, it was not original; 
and it has been the lot 

Mr. DAVIS. Can you tell me anything that 
is original? 

Mr. HALE. Yes; your mode of discussing 
the question for two or three days past was ori- 
pet { Laughter. 

Mr. DAVIS. Your mode of preaching here is 
original too. 

Mr. HALE. Well, Mr. President, he la- 
mented those days of the past that had gone, he 
feared, never to return. Let me read his words; 
I do not want to do him injustice: 





‘It seems to me that the decline of the great Republic 
has commenced in its early immaturity,and has progressed 
and is progressing with a rapidity beyond all preeedent. I 
never indulged the dream that it could be immortal, per- 
petnal; but I clung to the faith that it would have its pe- 
riods of active youth, of vigorous manhood, and sound old 
age; and that each period would be measured by centu 
ries.” 

The Senator from Kentucky seems always to 
mourn over the past, and lament the degeneracy 
of the present, and give way to gloomy thoughts 
at the prospects of the future. ie is nothing new 
to the Senator from Kentucky. Let me tell the 
honorable Senator he entirely mistakes the day 
and the hour in which he lives, the contest in 
which the country is engaged, the condition of 
the country, and the traits of character which she 
has exhibited. In my humble judgment, when 
this war is over, as over it will be when the im- 
partial pen of history shall write these events, 
and posterity shall dwell upon the record which 
we are this day making, this day, this hour, and 
this emergency over which the Senator from 
Kentucky laments so much will be set down as 
the golden day of the Republic, as the day when 
she displayed such traits of heroism, of real self- 
devoted patriotism, of self-forgetting and manly 
sacrifice of everything for the good of country, as 
was never before witnessed in the history of this 
nation or any other. 

Sir, there have been instances, not a few nor 
confined to any particular section of the country, 
that do honor to human nature. The youngand 
the gifted, occupying high social positions, turn- 
ing their backs upon all the allurements of wealth, 
the endearments of the domestic circle, the invi- 
tations of ambition, and all that men most deem 
worth living for, have gone out with a heroism, 
with a devotion, with a piety such as the world 
never saw before, and devoted themselves willing- 
ly with their hearts’ blood upon the altar of their 
country’s salvation. And let me tell that Sena- 
tor this shall not be lost. In the economy of 
God, such sacrifices as these never arelost. No, 
sir; every generous and noble sacrifice that has 
thus been made upon the altar of our country 
shall tell in the future condition of our country 
for ages to come. They shall never be lost. 

Again, sir, the Senator complains that the Pres- 
ident and that the party in power have changed 
their purposes. I do not stand here to say that 
itis not so; but let me tell the Senator and the 
country that is the law of every revolution, of 
every such contest. How was it in the American 
Revolution? Whatdid out fathers start for? For 
revolution and for severance from their depend- 
ence upon the British Crown? No such thing. 
They sought constitutional liberty, and they re- 
pelled the idea that they were governed by’a de- 
sire for independence or for separation from the 
British Crown as a foul libel upon their motives. 
They sought constitutional liberty under the pro- 
tection of the British constitution. They desired 
that; but when they could not get it they were 
driven by the force ofcircumstances into opposition 
to the British Crown, and they took separation, 
not because they sought it originally, not because 
they desired it, but because it was impossible to 
attain the great end they had in view without 
taking it, and they took it as an alternative that 


| they had no idea in the beginning of being pressed 
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i 


| 


eee 











to. 

Such has been the history of all revolutions. 
Men begin on a certain course of conduct, but 
events throw themselves in their way and they 
are molded and carried along by the course of 
these events. ‘The part of trae wisdom is for 
statesmen to conform themselves to the existing 
condition of things. I have no doubt that when 
the rebellion commenced, Mr. Lincoln and the 
Republican party and all those that undertook to 
defend the country and preserve and maintain its 
life were sincere, honest, and earnest in their pro- 
fessions to leave existing things as they found 
them. But, sir, they could not doit. They found 
as the war progressed that slavery was the giant 
that stood in their way. They saw that slavery 
obstructed their efforts to preserve, maintain, and 
defend the nation’s life, and they said, ** If that 
is the alternative and it comes to this, that slavery 
or the nation must die, let slavery die.’’ This is 
all they have said. That is all they probably in- 
tended or thought of; and in saying that, they 
have said what they must have said or else have 
given up the contest. That is everything which 
ean be said of Mr. Lincoln and the party that 
coéperates with him. They have simply con- 
formed themselves in this gigantic struggle to the 
state of things which they found existing around 
them. 

But, sir, the Senator, not content with that, goes 
on to make another charge. He says that the 


| party in power have formed a most successful 


scheme for the overthrow of the liberties of their 
country. He does not state it as an incident of 
their policy, but as the intent. Itis hardly ne- 
cessary to spend much time on that; butif it be 
not denied it may be reiterated and repeated so 
often that it may go out for true. I deny it ut- 
terly. ; 

There is another remark of the Senator to which 
I desire to call particular attention. It is this: 

**T have never feared nor have [ now the least apprehen- 
sion of the permanent overthrow of free institutions any- 
where in the United States by Jefferson Davis and his gov- 
ernment; but Lam beset by the gloomiest apprehensions 
that if Mr. Lineoln is reéleeted, or some other man having 
his principles, policy, and scheme of government should be 
his successor, they will perish by him and his government, 
or by stronger men who will rise up and thrust them from 
their places.”’ 

Sir, thatis nothing new. You may read the 
resolutions of the party in opposition to the pres- 
ent party in power during the canvasses of the 
elections that have taken place in the last year, and 
you may begin with the State of Maine and follow 
them up and go just as far as you find them, in 
Ohio and in every State in the Union where they 
organized, and you will find that is just exactly 
the tenor of their resolutions. They had not a 
word of condemnation or of reproach or of cen- 
sure or of reproof for the rebels or the rebellion. 
They did not even recognize the existence of 
the rebellion. I remember, sir, a leading Demo- 
cratic journal in the State of Maine was put into 
my hand, and it had in ita programme of what 
the Democratic party of the State of Maine in- 
tended to do if they were restored to power. I 
think there were eleven distinct propositions, and 
every solitary one of them looked to hampering 
and harassing their own Government, not a sol- 
itary one in regard to the rebellion. They had 
denunciations in abundance for Mr. Lincoln, not 
one for Jeff. Davis. They were onthe same key- 
note with the speech of the Senator from Kentucky 
without exception. Read the resolutions of that 
party for the past year to a stranger knowing noth- 
ing of the history of the country except what he 
can get from their resolutions, and he would inevi- 
tably come to the conclusion that it was Mr. Lin- 
coln and his friends thattook Fort Sumter. The 
idea that it was their friends or that the seces- 
sionists had anything to do with it never would 
present itself. They would inevitably come to the 
conclusion that it was Mr. Lincoln who had sent 
war and desolation and bloodshed over the land, 
and that it was the duty of patriots and patriot- 
ism not to move a hand to oppose the rebellion, 
but to lend all their energies and agencies to the 
putting down of Mr. Lincoln and his Adminis- 
tration. , 

That has been the tenor of certain party papers 
in this country from the beginning. They had 
all their sympathies with rebels and the rebellion. 
All their denunciation and condemnation and re- 


JOBE. 









February 19, 
proof and reproach have been heaped upon the 
head of Mr. Lincoln. Sir, 1 am no gloritier of 
Mr. Lincoln or anybody else. [stand here a feo 
man and a free Senator, ready to do justice to 
everybody; but I will say of Mr. Lincoln, Jet 
him have committed whatever mistakes he ma 
—and I think he has committed some—I belicy, 
that a man more honestand a more patriotic may 
never was in power in this or any other country, 
That he has sometimes had men around him who 
were not up entirely to his own standard | be. 
lieve; and that is one of Mr. Lincoln’s weak. 
nesses, He gets sometimes bad men around him 
sometimes pretty near to him, and it requires q 
very great effort for a man of his good nature and 
pure purpose to get nerve enough to cut them of 
and drop them and let them go. I believe it woul 
have been the part of policy, of a wise policy, of 
a patriotic, sagacious statesmanship, when he 
came into power to make a pretty clean sweep of 
those gentlemen that had been sitting and roost- 
ing in those Departments here for generations, | 
believe the country would have been vastly better 
for it. He did not exactly think so, and he has 
not thought so yet. 

But, sir, of his purity, of his patriotism, of his 
sincere and earnest and honest and zealous desire 
to bring this war to a speedy and an honorable 
end, | do not believe there is one man in a mil- 
lion in the free States that has the slightest doubt 
in the world. It is a good deal in this country to 
get a man of whom that may be said; and espe- 
cially when we reflect what kind of men at other 
times have ruled over the destinies of some other 
countries, to say nothing of our own, [ think it 
is a very great point gained to have in the chair 
of State a man of such et character and 
such singleness of purpose. ‘The idea that there 
should be in his character what the Senator from 
Kentucky says, the wiliness and the cowardice 
of the serpent, I think will fill the country with 
an abhorrence equal to that with which it would 
have been filled if he had accused him of any of 
the most odious crimes that could be committed. 
The assigning of the character of the greatest 
felon in a penitentiary in this land to the Presi- 
dent would not have created a greater shock in 
the minds of the public than have the accusations 
which have been made against him in the speech 
of the Senator from Kentucky to which I have 
alluded. 

Mr. President, I fear that I am repeating what 
I have said before. I fear we do not appreciate 
even yet the tremendous issues which are in- 
volved in the contest in which we are now en- 

aged. I believe myself itis the contest of ages. 

believe that the effects of all past history are 
culminating to their consequences in the result of 
the experiment that we are now making. | be- 
lieve that we are settling the question of free gov- 
ernment for ourselves, for posterity, and for all 
time; and though it costs us much, very much, 
much treasure and much blood, [ believe that the 
end we shall reach and attain to will more than 
compensate usforitall. | believe that those who 
mourn, as no others do, for the loved and the lost, 
those who see vacant seats around the domestic 
board, those who have been called to sacrifice the 
joy and the pride of their hearts, when the com- 
pensation we are contending for shall be obtained, 
even they will rejoice at the price that Providence 
permitted them to pay for the great boon that will 
come to this nation, 

Sir, letus notdespair. It is a doctrine of reve- 
lation, and it is a doctrine of human experience, 
true in all conditions, that without the shedding 
of blood there is no remission, that great bless 
ings do not come to us without strife and contest 
and blood. If it wasa part of the divine economy 
that the great boon of Christian civilization could 
not be attained for the race without the shedding 
of the precious blood of the Son of God, let us 
not arraign Providence if He vouchsafes to US 
national salvation at the price of the blood of our 
dearest and best friends.’ 

Mr. FESSENDEN. Mr. President, I do not 
propose to discuss any of the interesting cons 
tutional questions that have been raised here, 0! 
do I propose to go into a general discussion 0 
the subject of slavery and emancipation. I a 
simply to state to the Senate the condition in — \ 
I understand this question to be, and to give He 
reason for my own action. if 

The draft is to take place on the 10th day ° 
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Nome it is exceedingly important that this bill 
should be passed in season to be carried into oper- 
ation before that time, if it 18 to be passed at all. 
We have but avery fewdaysto doitin; andl un- 
derstand the House of Representatives has alread y 
yoted to adjourn over until Tuesday, and nailed 
themselves on that subject, and are waiting to re- 
ceive this bill to act upon itas soon as possible. It 
is ina peculiar stage. It has got to the point where 
we cannotamend it. This is the report of a com- 
mittee of conference, and we must take it asa 
whole or not take it at all. All the discussions 
upon this and that particular provision of the bill 
are only to satisfy us that we should vote against 
it entirely, because there is no hope of amending 
jtinany way. f am 
Now, let me appeal to my friends on this side 
of the Chamber in a very few words, and | hope 
I shall not be considered as ‘‘a dictator”’ in at- 
tempting to do it. ( t 
other side of the Chamber, with a certain portion 





and we are now in the 


of them, to say the least, it is made a party ques- | 


tion somewhat; and itis opposed on that ground. 


The desire is to defeat any law providing for the | 


conscription or amendatory of the law in exist- 
ence. I find no fault with those gentlemen for 
taking that position; they have the right to take 
jt. But let me ask gentlemen on this side of the 
Chamber, is it wise that we should protract this 
measure, Which is so very important, (because I 
believe we are all agreed that we need an amend- 
ment of the existing law,) by long debates on 
points which cannot now be amended, unless our 
design is to defeat the bill by the arguments on 
these particular points; and more especially let 
me ask whether it is wise to take this occasion 
to reply to speeches made on another question 
and on another occasion in relation to other mat- 
ters which are not pressing before the Senate, 
when we are in such a position as we are in with 
reference to this bill. ‘The interests of the coun- 
try, in our judgment on this side of the House, 
require not only that a bill on this subject should 
be passed, but that it should be passed at once in 
order to be effective; and gentlemen must see that 
if this bill fails we can have none in season for 
the effect that we wish to accomplish by it, that 
is, in season for the draft which is ordered. 
I have not examined this report of the confer- 
ence committee particularly. Ihave been so ex- 
ceedingly engaged in other matters that I have had 
no time to examine it. I concurred with the ma- 
jority in passing the original bill that went from 
the Senate. I understand that the report of the 
committee leaves the bill substantially the same, 
altering it in two or three particulars, which have 
been discussed here. With reference to some of 
those particulars, I might agree with my friends 
who have taken exception on the subject. There 
is one provision, which has not been specially 
alluded to that know of, which I am very sorry 
has been struck out of the bill. I deemed ita 
very important provision, and was strongly in 
favor of it. ‘That was the clause as to the appro- 
priation of the commutation moncy% and substi- 
tutes were directed to be so procured that the re- 
Spective districts might have the advantage, if 
they could, of the money they had paid. | un- 
derstand that has been struck out. I would rather 
ithad been retained. I think it would have been 
more just and more equal. 
_ With regard to the particular proposition that 
is now under debate, | wish it to be understood 
tat by any vote I may give for accepting the re- 
port of the committee [ certainly do not mean to 
commit myself on any general principle. It often 
happens that in order to accomplish a great and 
good purpose in this particular crisis of our his- 
torv we are obliged to take some things that we 
do not like, I am precisely in that position here. 
There are some things in the bill as it is left by 
this report that I do not like, that 1 would not 
come by themselves; but believing that the bill 
'S very important, believing that time too is 
all-important, I hope we shall at once act upon 
it; and if my honorable friend from Kentucky has 
any design to respond to the speech which the hon- 
a Senator from New Hampshire has made 
reply to one he made the other day, I will ap- 
peal to his magnanimity to defer it to some future 
Occasion, 
Ao DAVIS, I have not any idea of replying. 
Ir. FESSENDEN. I will not break my own 


We understand that on the | 


19th day of Feb- | 





rule and make a speech on the subject. I rose 
simply toappeal to our friends under the peculiar 
circumstances of the case to act on this question 
and let us settle whether we are to have the bill 
or not, and not longer discuss points which we 
cannot amend. 

Mr. CARLILE. I shall detain the Senate but 


for a moment; and | do not know that | should 


| occupy even a moment but for a remark which 


| since | have been a member of the Senate. 


fell from the Senator from Maine. The Senator 


has intimated that probably party considerations | 
| will govern Senators in their votes on this bill. | 


Mr. President, if I know myself, no such consid- 
erations have governed me in any vote I have cast 
I have 
patiently listened to the discussion to-day on this 
bill and upon the former act during this session 
and at the last Congress; and everything has been 
discussed, (if I may be allowed with all respect 


| to say so,) in my humble judgment, but the very 


question in controversy. It is a misfortune, it 


| may be the result of the troubled state of the times 
into which we have been thrown, that there is 


scarcely a proposition which comes before this 


_ body but what, in the opinions of Senators, the 


| Senator from Michigan. 


subject of slavery and the negro enters into its 
consideration, and upon such subjects almost all 
of the time of the Senate is expended by way of 
discussion, 

Now, sir, I am free to say that if the Congress 
of the United States possesses the power to con- 
script white men it possesses the power to con- 
script negroes, whether free or slave; and upon 
that subject | would not hesitate for a moment. 
Convince me of the power, and I will go with the 
When I heard the Sen- 


/ator from Michigan say that there could be no 
| doubt of our power to conscript, I hoped he would 


attempt to prove it. Convince me of that power, 


i and I will go with the Senator and vote for this 
| proposition, but the bill itself assumes the power 








in the Government of the United States to con- 
script, 2nd the discussions have all gone on the 
assumption of that power. Sir, [deny the power. 

I not only doubt the power, but I deny the 
power to conscript either white or black men un- 


| der the Constitution of the United States for any 
| purpose whatever. 
| to raise armies; but how are you to raise them? 
| Is the Constitution to be so construed as to give 
| to one clause efficacy by annulling another? 
| Ought it not be construed so as to make it con- 


I acknowledge your power 


sistent with itself? Can you not give effect and 
force to every provision contained in it? If this 
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I will speak for five hours. [am not in the habit 
of speaking long in this body. [ treat others lke 
gentlemen, and I intend that they shall treat me 
so. I wish that to be distinctly understood. I 
have listened to a great many speeches here that 
were not very pleasant, and which [ thought were 
notcalculated to enlighten the Senate or the coun- 
try, but I never was guilty of the rudeness of 
proposing to take a vote when a Senator had the 
floor; and no gentleman will do it. 

Mr. President, I have but a very few remarks 
tomake. The Senator from lowa, when I cited 
the clause of the Constitution which declares that 
private property shall not be taken for public use 
without just compensation as being violated by 


| this bill, declared that the clause of the bill allow- 


ing the Secretary of War, on the report of a com- 


| mission, to fix a value not exceeding $300 for the 


slave taken for the military service, was a com- 
pliance with the provision of the Constitution. 


| The Senator by that argument admitted that the 


provision af the Constitution required compensa 
tion to be given. I hold that that provisien in the 
bill is not a compliance with the clause of the 
Constitution which L cited. I think the Senator 
is utterly and totally mistaken when he says that 
Congress complies with that provision of the 
Constitution by fixing the value of the property 


| taken by the Government. ‘That provision of the 


Constitution cannot be fairly met or complied 
with unless the private property which is taken 
shall be paid for, a just compensation made, and 
that just compensation must be a fair and full 


| equivalent for the value of the property taken, 


Now, sir, in this bill you provide that the owner 
of the slave when he volunteers shall be paid a 


| just compensation, but that that just compensa- 


| the $100 bounty. 


| drafted ? 


tion shall not exceed $300. 1 put it to the Senate 
if that is a just compensation within the meaning 
of the Constitution? It certainlyis not. A just 
compensation undoubtedly means a fair equiva- 
lent. Butthere isa provision in the bill that when 
the slave is drafted the master shall only receive 
If the slave volunteers, he re- 
ceives $300. lask the Senate if the slave that 
volunteers is of more value than the slave who is 
Certainly not. Anybody that knows 
anything about slave property, knows that the 
slave who is attached to his home, and does not 


|, wantto leave his master, other things being equal, 


Government possesses the power to conscript the | 


citizens of the several States into its armies, I ask 
Senators where is that which is declared to be the 
only security of a free State, the militia of the 
State? Where is it but placed at the mercy of this 
Government? Your Constitution in as plain lan- 


guage as that which confers upon you the power | 


to raise armies, recognizes the existence of the 
militia of the several States of the Union, and de- 
clares that that militia is the only security and pro- 
tection toa free State, and prohibits you from tak- 
ing away from it the right to bear arms. If you 
have the power, therefore, to conscript, it is an 
unlimited power, and you can destroy the militia 


ofevery State, and you can bring every State pros- | 


trate and bleeding at the feet of this Government. 
It is because I deny the power, because no argu- 
ment has been attempted that I ever heard yet to 
show that the power to conscript exists in this 


Government, that | shall be compelled, under the | 
oath I have taken to support the Constitution, to | 


vote against this proposition. 

Mr. POWELL. The Senator from Iowa a 
little while ago attempted to reply to the position 
I had taken, that the twenty-sixth section of the 
bill now before the Senate was a violation of the 
Constitution. He stated that the fixing of the 
value 

Mr. GRIMES. I take back all I said, if that 
will be satisfactory to the Senator. 

Mr. POWELL. And admit that you were 
wrong? 

Mr. GRIMES. Yes. 

Mr. POWELL. Then of course you wil] vote 
with me, unless you admit that you vote to vio- 
late the Constitution. If you admit that | am 
right, that this section is unconstitutional, I will 
say no more. But, sir— 

Several Senarons. Then let us vote now. 


Mr. POWELL. If you insult me in that way 








in which you can do it, 


is of more value than one that will volunteer; and 
yet, sir, if the slave is drafted under this bill in 
which you use the term ‘just compensation,”’ 
the master gets but $100, while if the slave vol- 
unteers the master gets $300. 

To tell me that such a provision meets the re- 
quirements of the Constitution is mockery, worse 


|| than mockery. Here are twoslaves of equal age, 
\4 


equal in physique, equal in capacity to labor. One 
is willing to go away from his masterand volun- 
teer, and the other does not want to go, but you 
draft him; you propose to give the master of one 
$300 and the master of the other $100. lL ask Sen- 
ators, if they respect their oaths, how they can, in 
accordance with this provision of the Constitu- 
tion, vote for this bill? It is clearly unconstitu- 


| tional. 


It will not do for Senators to say that there is 
no property in slaves. In this very bill you rec- 
ognize that property and propose to make pay- 
ment for it, but, as I believe, a very Inade quate 


| payment. I say you cannot meet the requirements 


of this provision of the Constitution unless you 
appoint some tribunal that is to fix the value of 
the property upon proof. That is the only way 
Suppose we were to 
yass a bill saying that the horses in the State of 
ican should be taken intothe public service, and 
that the Secretary of War should appoint acom- 


| mission who should go to the State of Lowa and 


fix the value in order to pay the owners a just 
compensation, but should pay for no horse a sum 


| exceeding twenty dollars, would the Senator from 


lowa think that was a fulfillment of that clause of 
the Constitution? Certainly not, sir, if the horses 
be worth three or four or five times that amount, 
as some of themno doubtare, Itis a clear, pal- 
pable, unmistakable violation of the Constitution. 
There can pe no doubt about it. 

Sir, when the legislature passes laws by which 


| private property is taken for public uses, it must 


fix some tribunal that isto decide upon the ques- 


| tion of value in which the parties can be heard, 


and a fair, justequivalent can be given. ‘That is 
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the meaning of the Constitution, and it cannot be 
tortured into meaning anything else. That has 
been the practice in all the States, If you take 
lands over which you make a road you have an 
inquisition from your courts, you go through the 
instrumentality of a jury generally and settle the 
ln is soif youtake any property for pub- 
lic uses in all the States of the Union. There is 
Iways some tribunal appointed to adjudge and to 
x the valne upon proof, 

A man may have a slave worth $1,000, and if 
you draft that slave under this bill you propose to 
pay him but $100. He may have another slave 
worth $3950, and if that slave enlists voluntarily 
in the Army you propose to pay him $300. That 
is a beautiful carrying out of the provision of the 
Constitution indeed! In the case of the drafted 
man you not only take the slave against his will, 
but in nine cases out of ten you take him against 
the will of his master, Here you run counter both 
to the will of the slave who is drafted and to the 
will of the owner, and you attempt to get rid of 
this plain provision of the Constitution by allow- 
ing him $100 for property worth $1,000! The 
proposition is too plain for argument, 
see how Senators who regard the Constitution as 
I construe it can cast a vote for this bill. 

I will say one word to my friend from Michigan, 
and I shall not trouble myself particularly with 
authorities on this subject. The Senator holds 
that the common law did not recognize property 
inslaves. ‘Ihe Senator from Maryland to be sure 
has met that argument. I was astonished when 
the Senator from Michigan made that statement, 
knowing as I do his ability asalawyer. Why, 
sir, it has been held by the highest tribunals in 
England over and over again that slaves were the 
subject of merchandise and property, and it has 
been so held by every State in Christendom. 

Mr. HOWARD. Will the Senator from Ken- 
tucky allow me a word? 

Mr. POWELL. With great pleasure. 

Mr. HOWARD. Can he point out a single 
case of a commercial transaction where a slave 
formed a consideration of the contract in England 
or in any other place where the common law of 
England prevailed and which contract was upheld 
by the English courts? If he can do so he can do 
something towards convincing me of my error; 
or any case in modern times in which the Eng- 
lish courts have recognized the legality of slavery 
within the limits of England, or any place where 
the common law of England prevailed. 

Mr. POWELL. If the Senator will allow me 
I will read an extract from the decision of the 
judges, delivered in 1713, when that question was 
submitted to them by the Crown in council: 

“In pursuance of his Majesty’s order in council, here- 








varud 


f 


unto aunexed, we do humbly certify our opinion to be that . 


negroes are merchandise.”’ 


That was signed by Lord Chief Justice Holt, 
Judge Pollexten, and eight other judges of Eng- 
land. 

Mr. HOWARD. 

Mr. POWELL. Yes, sir. 

Mr. HOWARD. In England? 

Mr. POWELL. Yes, sir. Does not the gen- 
ileman know that negroes were bought and sold 
in the streets of London for years? Such is the 
fact. In 1827, Lord Stowell, in the case com- 
monly called the ** Slave Grace’? case by the law- 

ers, delivered a most elaborate opinion, in which 
he utterly repudiated the opinion of Lord Mans- 
field in the Somersett case, and held the doctrine 
that slaves were subjects of merchandise pro- 
tected by the laws. 

Mr. HOWARD. Allow me to inquire of the 
Senator from Kentucky what was the nature of 
the transaction to which that case referred? 

Mr. POWELL. That was the case of a slave 
brought from the Bermudas. Ido not recollect 
the particulars minutely. 

Mr. HOWARD. In what way did it arise in 
the courts? Was it on a habeas corpus, or was it 
for the collection of some debt growing out of the 
sale ofaslave? What was the nature of the trans- 
action?: 

Mr. POWELL. 


of the case. 


Negroes? 


I cannot state the whole facts 
Ihave not got it before me; but I 
will give the Senator another case.“In the high 
court of admiralty Sir William Scott pronounced 
an opinion in the case of the Le Louis in 2 Dod- 
son’s Reports, in which he said: 


** Let me not be misunderstood or misrepresented as a 


I do not | 
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no man can deny, that personal slavery arising out of for- 
cible captivity is coeval with the earliest periods of the 
history of mankind; that it is found existing—and, as far | 
as appears, without animadversion—in the earliest and 


professed apologist for this practice when I state facts which | 


quity ; that under the light of Christianity itself, the pos- 
session of persons so acquired bas been in every civilized 


country invested with the character of property, and se- | 


cured as such by all the protections of law; that solemn 
treaties have been framed and national monopolies eagerly 


| sought to facilitate and extend the commerce in this as 


serted property ; and all this, with all the sanctions of law, 


|| public and municipal, and without any opposition, except 


the protests of a few private moralists, litte heard and less 
attended to, in every country, till within these very few 
years, in this particular country. 


sumption in any court of the law of nations to pronounce 
that this practice, the tolerated, the approved, the encour- 
aged object of law, ever since man became subject to law, 
was prohibited by that law, and was legally criminal. But 
the matter does not rest here.’ 

Sir William Scott in that case decides clearly 
that Slavery was recognized by the law of nations; 
and { will tell the Senator that ut the time the 
Constitution of the United States was formed, 
under the law of nations slavery was recognized 
in every country in Christendom. There can be 
no doubt of that. Whether that holding be right 
or wrong, such was the holding of the courts. It 
was decided so by Chief Justice Marshall in the 
case ofthe Antelope, It was decided so by Judge 
Parker, of Massachusetts, in the case of the Com- 
monwealth vs. Griffith. It wasso held in both of 
our treaties in 1783and in 1815 with Great Britain, 
which treaties recognized property in slaves. | 
think my friend from Michigan was entirely and 
utterly mistaken in his legal view of the question. 

The VICE PRESIDENT. The questionison 
concurring in the report of the committee of con- 
ference, on which the yeas and nays have been 
ordered. 

Mr. FESSENDEN. Before the vote is taken 
I will state that I have received a note from the 
Senator from Vermont [Mr. Cottamer] stating 
that he is at his lodgings sick. 

The question being taken by yeas and nays, 
resulted—yeas 26, nays 16; as follows: 

VY EAS—Messrs. Anthony, Clark, Dixon, Doolittle, Fes- 


| senden, Foot, Foster, Grimes, Hale, Harding, Harris, Hen- 


derson, Johnson, Lane of Kansas, Morgan, Morrill, Nes- 
mith, Ramsey, Sherman, Sprague, Sumner, Ten Eyck, 
Van Winkle, Wade, Willey, and Wilson—26. 

NAYS—Messrs. Buckalew, Carlile, Chandler, Conness, 
Davis, Harlan, Hendricks, Howard, Howe, Lane of In- 
diana, Powell, Riddle, Saulsbury, Trumbull, Wilkinson, 
and Wright—16. 

So the report of the committeee of conference 
was concurred in, 

MESSAGE FROM THE HOUSE. 

A message from the House of Representatives, 
by Mr. McPuerson, its Clerk, announced that 
the House had passed a joint resolution of the 
Senate (No. 27) relative to the transfer of persons 
in the military service to the naval service. 

The message further announced that the House 
had passed the following bills and joint resolu- 
tion; in which it requested the concurrence of the 
Senate: 

A bill (No. 43) for the relief of Milo Sutliff and 
Levi H. Case; 

A bill (No. 47) for the relief of William C. 
Walker, and others; 

A bill (C. C. No, 114) for the relief of Daniel 
Wormer; ; 

A bill (C. C. No. 115) for the relief of Darius 
S. Cole; 

A bill (C. C. No. 116) for the relief of Wil- 
liam G. Brown; 

A bill (No. 160) for the relief of Chapin Hall; 

A bill (No. 162) for the relief of Nathaniel 
McLean, Richard G. Murphy, and Charles E. 
Flandreau; 

A bill (No. 163) for the relief of Charles An- 
derson, assignee of John James, of Texas; and 

A joint resolution (No. 39) for the relief of Al- 
exander Cross. 

ENROLLED BILL SIGNED. 


The message also announced that the Speaker 
of the House of Representatives had signed an 
enrolled joint resolution (H. R. No. 31) making 
an appropriation for the payment of taxes on cer- 


tain lands owned by the United States; and it was || 


thereupon signed by the Vice President. 
ADJOURNMENT TO TUESDAY, 


Mr. ANTHONY. I move that when the Sen- 
ate adjourns to-day it be to meet on Tuesday next. 


|| Mr. ANTHONY. 


most authentic records of the human race ; thatit is recog- | 
nized by the codes of the most polished nations of auti- || 


If the matterrested here, | 
{ fear it would have been deemed a most extravagant as- || 






February 19, 








TN Ee 
| Monday is the 22d of February—Washington’s 


| birthday. 

Mr. CONNESS. Why not meet to-morrow? 
We do not usually meet 
, on Saturday. 

The motion was agreed to. 


HOUSE BILLS REFERRED. 


The following bilis from the House of Rep. 
resentatives were severally read twice by their 
titles, and referred as indicated below: 

A bill (No. 43) for the relief of Milo Sutig 
and Levi H. Case—to the Committee on Claims. 

A bill (No. 47) for the relief of William ¢. 
Walker and others—to the Committee on Claims. 

A bill (C. C. No. 114) for the relief of Danie} 
Wormer—to the Committee on Claims. 

A bill (C. C. No. 115) for the relief of Darius 
S. Cole—to the Committee on Claims. 

A bill (C. C. No. 116) for the relief of William 
G. Brown—to the Committee on Claims. 

A bill (No. 160) for the relief of Chapin Hal|— 
to the Committee on Claims. 

A bill (No. 162) for the relief of Nathanie! 
McLean, Richard G. Murphy, and Charles §, 
Flandreau—to the Committee on Indian Affairs, 

A bill (No. 163) for the relief of Charles An- 
derson, assignee of John James, of Texas—to 
the Committee on Military Affairs and the Mi- 
litia. 

A joint resolution (No. 39) for the relief of 
Alexander Cross—to the Committee on Claims. 

Mr. DOOLITTLE. I move that the Senate 
do now adjourn, 

The motion was agreed to; and the Senate 
adjourned. 


HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES. 
Fripvay, February 19, 1864. 


The House met at twelve o’clock, m. Prayer 
by the Chaplain, Rev. W. H. Cuannina. 
The Journal of yesterday was read and approved. 


CLAIMS OF NICARAGUA. 


Mr. WASHBURNE, of Illinois. I hold in my 
hand some papers which have been sent to the 
see on Commerce by the Secretary of 
| 








State in relation to a claim of Nicaragua upon the 
Government. I ask that they be réferred to the 
Committee on Commerce, and printed. 

Mr. COX. Has the Committce on Commerce 
already control of the subject? 

Mr. WASHBURNE, of Illinois. No further 
than that these papers have been sent to it. 

Mr. COX. These matters have usually been 
referred to the Committee on Foreign Affairs. 

Mr. WASHBURNE, of Illinois. If the gen- 
tleman desires the matter to go to his committee, 
I am sure I have no objection; but the Secretary 
of State addressed these papers to the Committee 
on Commerce. 

Mr. COX. Well, I have no objection to their 
remaining there. 

The papers were referred to the Committee oa 
Commerce, and ordered to be printed. 


WASHINGTON’S BIRTHDAY. 


Mr. ELDRIDGE moved that, in order to do 
honor to the 22d day of February, the birthday 
of Washington, when the House adjourns to-day 
it shall stand adjourned till Tuesday next. 

The motion was agreed to. 

Mr. COX moved to reconsider the vote by 
which the motion was agreed to; and also moved 
to lay the motion to reconsider upon the table. 

The latter motion was agreed to. 


COMMITTEE ON PUBLIC EXPENDITURES. 


Mr. HULBURD, by unanimous consent, su)- 
mitted a resolution authorizing the committee on 

ublic expenditures in their investigation of al- 
L ed frauds in the New York custom-house, t0 
take testimony in the city of New York by such 
members of the committee as they may designate, 
not, however, to exceed three in number. 

The resolution was adopted. 


INSPECTORS OF CUSTOMS. 


Mr. FENTON asked the unanimous consent 
| of the House to take from the Committee of the 
| Whole on the state of the Union, Senate bill 
|} No. 66, to increase the compensation of inspect- 
t ors of customs in certain ports. 


|| Mr, HERRICK objected. 
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~ Mr. HOLMAN demanded the regular order of | 
j 
phe SPEAKER proceeded, as the regular or- || 
der of business, to call the committees for reports | 
of a private nature. | 
INDIAN CLAIMS. 
Mr. WINDOM, from the Committee on In- | 
dian Affairs, reported a joint resolution directing 
the Secretary of the Interior to pay to the Chip- 
owa, Ottawa, and Pottawatomie Indians resid- 
ing in Michigan the sum of $190,850; which was 
read a first and second time by its title, referred 
to a Committee of the Whole House, and ordered 
to be printed. 
WINNEBAGO HALF-BREEDS. 


Mr. WINDOM, from the same committee, re- 
ported back bill of the House No. 194, for the 
benefit of half-breeds and mixed-bloods of the 
Winnebago tribe of Indians; which was referred 
to a Committee of the Whole House, and ordered 
to be printed. 

TRANSPORT UNION. 

On motion of Mr. RICE, of Massachusetts, 
the Committee on Naval Affairs was discharged 
from the further consideration of a joint resolu- 
tion to provide for the payment of the officers 
and crew of the United States steam transport 
Union, wrecked November 23, 1861, off the coast 
of North Carolina, and it was referred to the Com- 
mittee on Military Affairs. 


SALARIES OF DEPUTY NAVAL OFFICERS. 

On motion of Mr. RICE, of Massachusetts, 
the Committee on Naval Affairs was discharged 
from the further consideration of the petition of 
deputy naval officers at New York for increase 
of salary, and sundry papers in relation to that 


subject, and the same were referred to the Com- 
mittee of Ways and Means. 


ISAAC R. DILLER. 
Mr. DAVIS, of Maryland, from the Commit- 
tee on Foreign Affairs, reported back a bill of the 
House for the relief of Isaac R. Diller, and asked 


that the same be put upon its passage. 
Mr. HOLMAN objected. 


MESSAGE FROM THE SENATE. 


A message from the Senate, by Mr. Hicker, 
its Chief Clerk, informed the House that the Sen- 
ate had passed, without amendment, the joint 
resolution (H. R. No. 31) making appropriation 


for the permene of taxes on certain lands owned 
by the United States. 


EX-GOVERNOR BRIGHAM YOUNG. 


Mr. WINDOM, from the Committee on Indian 
Affairs, reported back, with a recommendation 
that it do pass, a bill (H. R. No. 130) to auth or- 
ize the Secretary of the Interior to adjust and set- 
tle the accounts of ex-Governor Brigham Young 
as ex officio superintendent of Indian affairs for | 
the Territory of Utah; which was read a firstand |! 
second time, referred to the Committee of the | 








Whole House on the Private Calendar, and or- 
dered to be printed. 


ABANDONED REBEL TENEMENTS. | 
| 


Mr. BLOW, by unanimous consent, introduced 
a bill to provide for the renting of abandoned 
lands, tenements, and houses in insurrectionary || 
States, and for the care and employment of per- 
sons therein set free by the proclamation of the 
President of the United States; which was reada 
first and second time, and referred to the com- 
Muittee on rebellious States. 


WASIIINGTON GUARDIAN SOCIETY. 


| 
| 
! 
| 
; Mr. RICE, of Maine, from the Committee on | 
Public Buildings and Grounds, reported a bill || 
granting certain privileges to the Guardian So- | 
ciety of the District of Columbia; which was read 
« first and second time, recommitted, and ordered | 
to be printed, 
UNITED STATES REGISTER FOR 1864. 
Mr. A. W. CLARK, from the Committeé on | 


ublic Printing, reported back adversely a reso- 
lution authorizing the Clerk of the House of Rep- || 
resentatives to purchase one thousand gopies of |) 
the United States Register for 1864, as published || 
by J. Disturnell, at a price not exceeding fifty || 
cents a copy, and to charge the same to the con- | 
‘ingent fund, and moved that the resolution be | 
laid on the table. | 


"yy . 
The motion was agreed to. 





| Treasury not otherwise appropriated, to Albert 
| Brown, of Kingston, New Hampshire, the sum 
| of $14,100 dollars, in full payment for one hun- 





, accordingly. 


R. L. B. CLARKE. 


Mr. HALE, from the Committee of Claims, || 


reported a bill for the relief of R. L. B. Clarke; 
which was read a first and second time, referred 
to the Cominittee of the Whole House on the Pri- 
vate Calendar, and ordered to be printed. 


ALBERT BROWN. I} 


Mr. HALE, from the same committee, reported 
back, with a recommendation that it do pass, an 


| act (S. No. 92) for the relief of Albert Brown, | 


and asked that it be put upon its passage. 
The bill was read. It directs the Secretary of | 
War to cause to be paid, out of any money in the 


dred Army wagons manufactured by him under 
a contract made with Morris 8. Miller, quarter- | 
master United States Army, dated July 1, 1861, 
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GEORGE PIERPONT AND OTHERS. 
Mr. WILSON, from the Committee on the Ju- 
diciary, reported back the petition of George Pier- 
pontand others for increase of pay of assistant 
assessors, and moved that it be referred to the 
Committee of Ways and Means. 
The motion was agreed to. 


HON. ANDREW G. MILLER. 

Mr. WILSON, from the Committee on the Ju- 
diciary, reported the following resolution; which 
was read, considered, and agreed to: 

Resolved, That the Committee on the Judiciary be au- 


thorized to send for persons and examine witnesses upon 
oath or affirmation touching the allegations against Hon. 


| Andrew G. Miller, judge of the district court of the United 


and duly delivered to the order of the Quarter- || 


master General, dated August 13, 1861. 
Mr. WASHBURNE, of Illinois. Does not 


The SPEAKER. It does. 

Mr. WASHBURNE, of Illinois. 
ject to its being considered now. 

The bill was referred to the Committee of the | 
Whole House on the Private Calendar. 


Then I ob- | 


i 
that bill make an appropriation? } 


ALEXANDER CROSS. 

Mr. HOLMAN, from the Committee of Claims, 
reported back, with a recommendation that it do 
pass, a joint resolution for the relief of Alexander 
Cross, and asked thatit be put upon its passage. 

The joint resolution was read. It recites that 
Alexander Cross heretofore filed his petition in | 


certain rents alleged to be due from the United 


States for the district of Wisconsin, as contained in the 


memorials heretofore referred to said committee by the 
House as a subject for inquiry. 


J. M. SULLIVAN. 


Mr. SCHENCK, from the Committee on Mil- 
itary Affairs, moved that that committee be dis- 
charged from the further consideration of the pe- 
tition of J. M. Sullivan for an invalid pension for 
wounds received; and that it be referred to the 
Committee on Invalid Pensions. 

The motion was agreed to. 


JOHN L. DIXON, 


Mr. SCHENCK, from the same committee, 
moved that that committee be discharged from 


| the further consideration of the petition of John L. 


Dixon in relation to the purchase of corn, and that 


| the petitioner be allowed to withdraw his petition 


| 
| 
the Court of Claims praying relief on account of | 
| 


States to him as assignee of Daniel Saffurans; that || 


the Court of Claims, in January, 1859, rendered a | 
decision adverse to the prayer of the petition on 


the sole ground of an alleged technical defect in || 

2 ae 2 ! 
the assignment of the lease. It therefore resolves || 
that the case be remanded to the Court of Claims | 


for further hearing on the testimony heretofore 
filed therein, and on such other testimony aseither | 
party may take and file pursuant to the rules of 
the court, and thatif it shall appear that the peti- 
tioner is entitled to the rents, if any, due thereon 
by the United States, the court is authorized to 
render judgment therefor in his favor, notwith- 


standing any technical defect in the assignment 
of the lease. 


The joint resolution was ordered to be engrossed || 


and read a third time; and being engrossed, it was | 
accordingly read the third time, and passed. 
Mr. HOLMAN moved to Nicadeaie the vote 
by which the joint resolution was passed; and 
also moved to lay the motion to reconsider on the 
table. 
The latter motion was agreed to. 


JACOB WEBER. 


Mr. WINDOM, from the Committee of Claims, | 
| reported back, with a recommendation that it do 


pass,a bill (H.R. No. 203) for the relief of Jacob | 


| Weber; which was referred to the Committee of | 


the Whole House on the Private Calendar. 
MONTGOMERY COUNTY, KENTUCKY. 
Mr. WADSWORTH, by unanimous consent, 


| introduced a bill for the benefit of Montgomery 


county, Kentucky; which was read a first and | 
second time, and referred to the Committee of 


Claims. 1] 


Mr. WADSWORTH also, by unanimous con- 


sent, introduced a bill for the benefit of citizens 


| of Montgomery county, Kentucky; which was 


read a first and second time, and referred to the 
Committee of Claims. 
' 


NAVIGATION OF POTOMAC RIVER. 
Mr. DUMONT, from the Committee for the 


| District of Columbia, reported back a bill to pro- 


vide for the improvement of the Potomac river; 


| which was recommitted, and ordered to be printed. 


COMMITTEE FOR THE DISTRICT OF COLUMBIA. 


Mr. DUMONT asked the unanimous consent 
of the House that the Committee for the District 


of Columbia have leave to sit during the sessions | 
of the House. 


and papers for reference to the Court of Claims. 

The motion was agreed to. 

MESSAGE FROM THE SENATE. 

A message was received from the Senate, by 
Mr. Forney, its Secretary, notifying the House 
that that body had passed bills of the following 
titles; in which he was directed to ask the con- 
currence of the House: 

An act (No. 15) to incorporate the Washing- 
ton City Savings Bank; 

An act (No. 26) to provide for the public in- 
struction of youth in the county of Washington, 


| District of Columbia; 





There was no objection; and it was ordered || 


An act (No. 79) toincorporate the Providence 


| hospital in the city of Washington, District of 


Columbia; and 
An act (No. 77) to amend an act incorporating 
the Washington Gas-Light Company. 
OBJECTION DAY. 
Mr. HALE. I ask, by unanimous consent, 
that this day be considered as objection day in the 


| Committee of the Whole House on the Private 


Calendar 


There was no objection, and it was ordered 
accordingly. 

Mr. HALE moved that the House resolve itself 
into the Committee of the Whole House on the 


|| Private Calendar. 


The motion was agreed to. 
_ The House accordingly resolved itself into the 
Committee of the Whole House, (Mr. Hotman 
in the chair,) and proceeded to the consideration 
of the Private Calendar. 

CHAPIN HALL. 

A bill (H. R. No. 160) for the relief of Chapin 
Hall. ; 

The bill authorizes the Secretary of the Treas- 


| ury to pay Chapin Hall, out of any money in the 


Treasury not otherwise appropriated, the sum of 
$2,500, in full for damages sustained by him incon- 
sequence of the taking and using his lumber, at 
Louisville, Kentucky,by General McCouk’sdivis- 
ion of the United States Army, in September, 1862. 

It appears from the report thatthe petitioner is 
a resident of Pennsylvania, engaged in manufac- 
turing and dealing in lumber; that in September, 


| 1862, he had alarge amount ol teee upon 


| the common inthe northern portion of 


'} ters, and floors. 


,ouisville, 
Kentucky; that on or about the 26th of Septem- 
ber, 1862, a division of the United States Army, 
under command of Major General McCook, came 
into the city and encamped on the common near 
where the lumber was piled. The division was 
without tefts or shelter of any kind, and the sol- 
diers, by order of General McCook, took from 
the piles two hundred and ninety-eight thousand 
feet of boards of different qualities, valued at. 
$4,470, and used the same for building tents, shel- 
The petitioner applied to Gens 
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eral McCook for relief. ‘The general, in the pres- | 
ence of Hon. R. Macwory, stated that he ordeted | 
the soldiers to take and use the boards, and, fur- | 
ther, promise d that the proper officer should ar- 
range so that the petitioner should be paid, After 
repeated efforts the petitioner failed to obtain any- 
thing butpromises. Immediately after the army 


* | 
removed from the encampment allthe boards left | 


were promptly and carefully gathered up by an 
agent employed by the petitioner, when it ap- | 
peared thatone hundred and fifteen thousand feet 
were burned, carried away, or otherwise de- | 
stroyed, and the balance, so gathered, were greatly 
injured by being muddy and exposed to the 
weather, split by handling and use, and sawed, 
cut, and nailed, for which the petitioner claims 
tompensation in the sum of $2,500. 
There was no objection, and the bill was laid 
aside to be reported to the House with the recom- | 
mendation that it do pass. 
MILO SUTLIFF, ETC. 
A bill (H.R. No. 43) for the relief of Milo 
Suthif! and Levi H. Case. 
The bill provides that there be paid to Milo 
Sutlhiand Levi FH. Case, out of any money in the | 
‘Treasury not otherwise appropriated, the sum of 
42,035, 10 fullof their claim for wool seized, con- 
demned, and sold by the collector of Buffalo in | 
184). 
It appears from the report that Sutliff & Case, | 
in January, 1849, contracted with William, A. 
Clark, of ‘Toronto, Canada West, to deliver to 
them in Buffalo, free of all charges, fifteen thou- | 
sand pounds of wool, at twenty-two cents per | 
pound, upon which they paid $2,938. It also 
appears that, sabsequent to the contract, in con- 
equence of the embarrassed circumstances of 
Clark, the wool was delivered to Sutliff & Case 
at Queenstown, in Canada; Clark, however, 
agreeing to ship the wool to Buffalo and pay all 
expenses, according to the original contract. In- 
stead of shipping the wool to Sutliff & Case di- 
rect, 1 was sent by Clark, or his agent, John A. 
Gamble, with other wool belonging to him, to 
Messrs. Coit& Farnham, commission merchants | 
of Buffalo, and invoiced the same at ten cents per 
pound. ‘The collector at Buffalo, believing the 
wool to be fraudulently invoiced below its real | 
value, to avoid the duty, caused it to be seized, 
and it was afterwards condemned and sold, and | 
the proceeds, after paying costs and expenses, 
amounting to $2,986 67, were duly paid into the 
Treasury of the United States. The evidence 
establishes, to the entire satisfaction of the com- 
mittee, that Suthff! & Case had no knowledge of 
the fraudulent entry, had no interest whatever in 
the payment of the duties, and were free from all 
blame in the matter. The consequence, if the 
forfeiture is not released by the Government, 
therefore, will be that innocent parties, charge- 
able with no crime or néglect, either by them- 
selves er those over whose conduct they had any | 
control, and for whose acts they are in nowise | 
responsible, will be made to suffer. 
A penalty for a violation of the revenue laws, | 
or any other, ought to be visited upon the guilty 
parties, including, of course, all who in any wa 
aid or connive in the violation. But there it | 
should terminate; to earry it further so as to 
punish, with this extreme severity, those who are | 
wholly innocent of any fault or neglect by them- 
selves or their agents, would be an act of injus- 
tice and oppression, It also appears that it has | 
been usual for the Government, in similar cases, 
to remit the penalty. 

The bill was laid aside to be reported to the 
House with the recommendation that it do pass. 
WILLIAM C, WALKER AND OTHERS. 

A bill CH. R. No. 47) for the relief of William 
C. Walker and others. 
The bill directs the Secretary of the Treasury 
to pay, out of any money in the Treasury not 
otherwise appropriated, the sum of $664 90 to the 
following persons, and in the sums following, 
namely: to William C. Walker $83 25; to Johns. 
Emrie $70; to A. G. Crane $97 50; to George W. 
Pilbean $21 50; to E. Goodrich $87 75; to Jacob 
Cox $11 25; to ‘Thomas Lamkin $92 25; to Porter | 
Durell $90; to Matthew Randall $96 75; to David 
Lynn $5 50; to Andrew Lisk $4; to William 
durkes $3; to William Depuy $2 25; for labor 
done and performed by the above named persons 
respectively on the bridge across the Ohio river | 


i 











| 


| due. 


and floating battery at Paducah, under the di- 
rection of Gencral John C. Frémont, while com- 


“manding the army of the West. 


It appears from the report that William C. 
Walker and the other persons mentioned in the 
bill, who are citizens of Indiana, were employed 
in September, 1861, under the authority of Major 
General John C, Frémont, to aid in the building 
of a bridge of boats across the Obio river, and a 
floating battery at or near Paducah, Kentucky. 
Certificates were given to the persons employed by 
Captain Roderick, who superintended the works, 
specifying the amount of labor performed by each, 
at what wages employed per day, and the amount 
These certificates were sent to St. Louis 
while the commission of which Hon. Joseph Holt 
was a member was in session, but, from some mis- 
understanding growing out of astatement made at 
the assistant quartermaster’s department of that 
city, they were not filed before that commission, 
and have never been paid. In consequence of the 
irregular manner in which military operations 
were carried on inthe West during the year 1861, 
it would appear that these certificates are not in 
proper form foradjustment by the quartermaster’s 
department; but inasmuch as these claimants per- 
formed the labor for the Government, and have 
not been paid, the committee are of the opinion 
that the necessary appropriation should be made 
to pay the sum due, amounting, in the aggregate 
to 9664 90. 

‘he bill was laid aside to be reported to the 
House with the recommendation that it do pass. 
JOSIAH O. ARMES. 

A bill (H. R. No. 161) for the relief of Josiah 

O. Armes. 

The bill authorizes the Secretary of the Treas- 
ury to pay to Josiah O. Armes, out of any money 
in the cheiee not otherwise appropriated, the 
sum of $9,500 in full for damages sustained by 
him in consequence of the burning of his build- 
ings and the Reatoettins of his property at Anan- 
dale, Fairfax county, Virginia, by the United 
States troops. 

It appears from the report that the property 
of the petitioner, situated at Anandale, Fairfax 
county, Virginia, consisting of a large stone house, 
together with sundry other buildings on his farm, 
was destroyed by fire by troops of the United 
States,also his shrubbery, fruif trees, and fences, 
during the months of December, 1861, and Jan- 
uary, 1862. The evidence submitted establishes 
the fact that the buildings belonging to the peti- 
tioner described in his petition were burned dur- 
ing the period mentioned by troops in the service 
of the United States, and apparently by order of 
the officer in command, for military reasons, the 
buildings affording shelter for the enemy’s pickets. 
The evidence submitted fixed the value of the 
buildings destroyed at $11,415, independent of 
fruit trees, shrubbery, picket fences, and other 
property, which the committee do not deem legit- 
imate claims against the Government. But the 
committee, in view of the ex parle character of the 
testimony necessarily received on the question of 
the value of the property destroyed, have fixed 
the value of the buildings destroyed at $9,500. 
The loyalty of the petitioner is established be- 
yond aquestion, ‘The committee have not deemed 
it necessary to consider the question whether 
property belonging to loyal Citizens destroyed by 
the troops of our Government for military pur- 
poses during the present war should be paid for. 
But, following the policy heretofore adopted by 
the Government in all former wars within the 
national limits, the committee recommend the 
passage of the bill. 

Mr. WASHBURNE, of Ilinois. That bill 
involves important questions, and I do not object 
if it be agreed that the bill shall be thoroughly 
considered in the House. 

The bill was laid aside to be reported to the 
House with the recommendation that it do pass. 


NATHANIEL M’LEAN AND OTHERS. 


A bill (HI. R. No. 162) for the relief of Na- 
thaniel McLean,Richard G.Murphy,and Charles 
E. Flandreau. 

The bill provides that there be paid, out of any 
money in the Treasury not otherwise appropri- 
ated, to Nathaniel McLean, $916 50; to Richard 
G. Murphy, $1,706 32; and to Charles E. Flau- 
dreau, $189 32, for additional pay for their ser- 
vices as agents fur the Sioux of Minnesota during 
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| the respective periods when each served in that 
capacity after the treaty of July 23, 1851, with 
| said Indians, until March 3, 1857, at which last 
| datg the pay of that agency was raised by law io 
| $1,300 per annum. 

| It appears from the report that Nathaniel Me. 
| Lean was appointed Indian agent of the Sioux 
| in Minnesota, on the 3d of December, 1849, and 


| continued to hold the office until the 22d of Ma 


1853, when he was succeeded by Richard G. Mur. 
phy, who officiated until the 16th of October 
1856, when he was succeeded by Charles E. Flan. 
| dreau, who continued to hold the office until the 
| 3d of March, 1857. The compensation was then 

but $1,0C0 per annum, although it was understood 
by all that the salary should be increased to $1,500 
per annum, being the same as agents of the other 
tribes received. ‘This was recommended by Luke 
Lea, Commissioner of Indian Affairs, in a letter 
sent toGovernor Ramsey, who wasalso acting ag 
superintendent of Indian affairs of Minnesota at 
that time. Governor Ramsey also recommended 
the same. George W. Manypenny, Commission- 
er of Indian Affairs in 1853, and Willis A. Gor- 
man, Governor of Minnesota and ex officio super- 
intendent of Indian affairs, also recommended the 
same. More lately, A. B. Greenwood, the recent 
Commissioner of Indian Affairs, recommended 
an increase to the sum which other agents re- 
ceived. William J. Cullen, ex-superintendent ot 
Indian affairs, also urged upon the Government 
the justice of such allowance. All of these give 
as their reasons for an extra compensation that 
the duties of the agent were much more arduous 
than a large majority of the other agencies; that 
the disbursements were much greater, and that 
the receipts exceeded nearly all others; the re- 
moval of the Sioux was attended with much 
trouble, and that the duties in other respects war- 
ranted the salary to be equal to the sum paid the 
other agents. Subsequently, after the retiring of 
the last-mentioned memorialist, the salary was 
increased to the sum of $1,500. 

The bill was laid aside to be reported to the 
House with the recommendation that it do pass. 


MARGARET L. STEVENS. 


A bill (H.R. No. 195) for the relief of Margaret 
L. Stevens, widow of General Isaac L. Stevens. 

The bill and report were read. 

Mr. WASHBURNE, of Illinois. I must ob- 
ject to that bill, because it raises the salary of a 
man after the services have been performed and 
he is dead, 





CHARLES ANDERSON. 


A bill (H.R. No. 163) for the relief of Charles 
Anderson, assignee of John James, of Texas. 

The bill, which was read, authorizes and directs 
the Secretary of War to pay to Charles Anderson, 
assignee of John James, of Texas, the sum ot 
$1,041 66, being the amount certified by the Quar- 
termaster General to be due to John James for 
back rent of camp Hudson, in ‘Texas, prior to the 
Ist of July, 1859, the same having been regularly 
assigned to the said Charles Anderson. 

The report, which was read, shows that Jolin 
James, of Texas, had a claim against the United 
States for the rent of camp Hudson, in Texas, 
yrior to the Ist of July, 1859, which was allowed 
by the Quartermaster General, who asked for its 
payment in a special estimate made to the Secre- 
tary of War on March 9, 1860. The item was 
also inserted in the Army appropriation bill in the 
House of Representatives in 1862, but it was 
struck out in the Senate because of the action of 
the State of Texas toward disunion. It was also 
embraced in the estimate of appropriations for the 
year ending June 30, 1862. Charles Anderson, 
in September, 1860,was a ioyal citizen of the Unt- 
ted States, residing in Texas, which State he was 
compelled to leave by the ‘alien enemy act” ot 
the confederate States; and in doing so he eX- 
changed his property, which he could not take 
away with him, with John James for the latter s 
claimalluded toabove, which is regularly assigned 
to the said Anderson. eer 

No objection being made, the bill was laid aside 
to be reported to the House with a recommend- 
ation that it pass. 


JACOB 8. LOWERY. 


A bill (H. R. No. 171) for the relief of Jacob 
S. Lowery and George S. Gray. 
Mr. WASHBURNE, of Illinois, objected. 
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WILLIAM G. BROWN. 


A bill (H. R. C. C. No. 116) for the relief of 
{hig +. Brown. 
Ta dines the Secretary of the Treasury, 
out of any money in the Treasury not otherwise | 
appropriated, to pay to William G. Brown the 
sum of ninety-nine dollars, in full for stone or 
other materials used by order of the agents of the 
Governmentin the construction of a pier in Little 
Sodus bay, on Lake Ontario, in 1853. 
No objection being made, the bill was laid aside 
to be reported to the House with a recommenda- 
tion that it do pass. 


F. A. HOLDEN ET AL. 


A bill (H. R. No. 226) for the relief of F. A. 
Holden, Eli Thayer, Hannah Bexton, D. W. 
Frisby, and Hiram Bloss. | 

Mr. WASHBURNE, of Illinois, objected. 


DARIUS 8. COLE. 


A bill (H. R. C. C. No. 115) for the relief of || 
Darius S. Cole. 

The bill directs the Secretary of the Treasury, 
out of any money in the Treasury not otherwise 
appropriated, to pay to Darius 8S. Cole the sam 
of $2,224, in full for materials furnished to the 
United States for the construction of the pier in 
Little Sodus bay, Lake Ontario. 

No objection being made, the bill was laid aside 
to be reported to the House with a recommenda- 
tion that it do pass. 


DANIEL WORMER. 


A bill (H. R. C. C. No. 114) for the relief of 
Daniel Wormer. 

The bill directs the Secretary of the Treasury, 
out of any money in the Treasury not otherwise 
appropriated, to pay to Daniel Wormer the sum ot 
$1,775 36, in full for all percentage retained by the 
Government on pay ments heretofore made to him, 
and for all timber or other materials furnished by 
him in the construction of the pier at Little Sodus 
bay, on Lake Ontario. 

No objection being made, the bill was laid aside 
to be reported to the House with a recommend- 
ation that it do pass. 


HARRIET MORRIS ®T AL. 


A bill (H. R. Not 231) for the relief of Harriet 
and Emily W. Morris, unmarried sisters of the 
late Commodore H. W. Morris. | 

The bill and report were read. 

Mr. WASHBURNE, of Illinois. It seems to 
me that this bill introduces an entirely new prin- 
ciple in our pension laws. It proposes to give 
two pensions for one death, and I must object. 


CHIPPEWA INDIANS, ETC. 


Joint resolution directing the Secretary of the 
Interior to pay to the Chippewa, Ottawa, and Pot- 
tawatomie Indians residing in the State of Mich- | 
igan $190,850. 

Mr. WASHBURNE, of Illinois. I would in- 
quire if that bill and the accompanying report 
have been printed ? 

The CHAIRMAN. The bill was reported | 
this morning, and has not been printed. 

Mr. WASHBURNE,of Illinois. I think, then, 
we had better stop where we are, and therefore | 


move that the committee rise and report the bills 
to the House. 


The motion was agreed to. 

So the committee rose; and the Speaker having 
resumed the chair, Mr. Houtman reported that the | 
Committee of the Whole had had under considera- | 
tion the Private Calendar,and had directed him to 
report to the House sundry bills with a recom- 
mendation that they do pass. 

The SPEAKER. The bills reported from the | 
Committee of the Whole will be read, and if any | 
gentleman desires a separate vote upon any one 
of them, they will indicate their desire. 

Mr. WASHBURNE, of Illinois. It was un- 
derstood that the bill (H. R. No. 161) for the relief | 


of Josiah O. Armes shoul be postponed for con- || 
sideration. 


| 
The SPEAKER. To what time? 
Mr. WASHBURNE, of Illinois. I move that || 


! 
- consideration be postponed until one week | 
rom to-day after the morning hour. 
i} 
| 














The motion was agreed to. 

Mr. WASHBURN E, of Illinois. Tunderstand 
the gentleman from Missouri [Mr. Kine] wishes 
to offer an amendment, that it may be printed and || 


| dered to be engrossed and read a third time; and 
the vote will be taken separately on their passage. || 


| Hall. 


thaniel McLean, RichardG. Murphy,and Charles 
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come up when the bill comes up for considera- 
tion. 


Mr. KING. The amendment | desire to offer 
is a bill already printed, and | propose to offer it 
now as a substitute. 

Mr. HOLMAN. I rise toa point of order. 
It is that the proposed amendmentis substantially 
the substitution of a general bill for one of a pri- | 


|} vate nature, 


The SPEAKER. The Chair would state that 
that cannot be done except by unanimous con- 
sent. The Chair, however, is not aware of the 
nature of the amendment proposed, 

Mr. KING. 1 admit it is the substitution of a 


| general bill in reference to the subject to which 


the private bill relates. 
The SPEAKER. Then the Chair must rule it 


out. 1] 


Mr. HOLMAN. I call the previous question 
upon all the bills which have been reported from 
the Committee of the Whole House on the Pri- 
vate Calendar. I think it better, however, thata 


| separate vote be taken on each bill. 


The previous question was seconded, and the 
main question ordered to be put. 


The SPEAKER. If there be no objection, the | 
several bills reported will be considered as or- 


There was no objection. | 


The following bills were then passed: 
A bill (H. R. No. 160) for the relief of Chapin 


A bill (H. R. No. 43) for the relief of Milo 
Sutliff and Levi H. Case. 


A bill (H. R. No. 47) for the relief of William | 
C. Walker and others. 


A bill (H. R. No. 162) for the relief of Na- 


E. Flandreau. 
A bill (H. R. No. 163) for the relief of Charles 
Anderson, assignee of John James, of Texas. 


A bill (H. R. C. C. No. 116) for the relief of | 


William G. Brown. 1| 


A bill (H. R. C. C. No. 115) for the relief of | 
Darius S. Cole. 
A bill (H. R. C. C. No. 114) for the relief of 


Daniel Wormer. 


Mr. HOLMAN moved to reconsider the vote 
by which the several bills were passed; and also 
moved to lay the motion to reconsider on the 
table. 


The latter motion. was agreed to. 
ORDER OF BUSINESS. 

Mr. ELIOT. I call for the regular order of | 
business. 
oa Seiad a Se ‘ arty if ! 
The SPEAKER. The Chair will state that two | 
of the standing committees of the House were or- 
dered to report to-day—the Committee on Military 
Affairs and the Committee of Ways and Means. 





TRANSFERS FROM ARMY TO NAVY. | 


Mr. DEMING, from the Committee on Mili- 
tary Affairs, reported back joint resolution (S, No. | 
28) relating to the transfer of persons from the 


military service to the naval service, with a rec- 
| ommendation that the same do pass. 


The joint resolution was read. 

Mr. DEMING. I will state that the first sec- 
tion of the joint resolution authorizes the provost 
marshals to enlist seamen. ‘The second section 
authorizes the President of the United States to 
transfer seamen into the naval service of the Uni- 
ted States from the regiments of the Army. 

The necessity for immediate action on the bill 


| grows out of the fact that there is already a ves- 


sel at Fortress Monroe which the Department 
wish to send to San Francisco, and it is impos- 
sible to obtain seamen in any other way. There 


| are also several other vessels which the Depart- 


ment wish to dispatch to the same port. There 
isa great dearth of seamen at present. I move 
the previous question on the passage of the bill. 

Mr. RICE, of Massachusetts. 1 move to refer 
the joint resolution to the Committee on Naval 


Affairs. | 
The SPEAKER. The motion is not in order 


pending the demand for the previous question. 


The previous question was seconded, and the || 


main question ordered to be put. 
The joint resolution was ordered to a third 
reading, and was accordingly read the thirdtime, 


| and passed . 


Mr. DEMING moved to reconsider the vote by | 
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which the jointresolution was passed; and also 
moved to lay the motion to reconsider on the table. 
The latter motion was agreed to. 


PRINTING OF M’CLELLAN’S REPORT. 
Mr. A. W. CLARK, from the Committee on 
Printing, reported back the following resolution, 


with the recommendation that it be laid on the 
table: 


Resolved, That there be printed for the use of the mem- 
bers of this House fifty thousand additional copies of Gen 
eral McClellan’s report. 

Mr. COX. I move to amend the resolution 
by reducing the number to ten thousand. 

The SPEAKER. The motion is not in order 
pending the motion to lay the resolution on the 
table. 


Mr. COX. Iask the gentleman to withdraw 
the motion to enable me to submit the amendment. 

Mr. A. W. CLARK. 1 will withdraw for that 
purpose. 

Mr. COX. I then submit the amendment; and 
I wish to call the attention of the House to the 
fact that we have already ordered ten thousand 
copies of this report without the documents. We 
have received but about nine thousand. There 
should have been about fifty toeach member; but 
we have only got forty-five. I do not know 
whether we ought to have a committee of invest- 


| igation on this subject or not. The numbers we 


| have ordered have not been furnished, either by 

fault of the printer or of the folding-room. Tam 
under the impression that members upon that side 
| of the House, as well as on this side, will not 
object to ten thousand additional. It will not more 


than supply the reasonable demands of our con- 
| stituents for this document. 


Mr. A. W. CLARK. I now move to lay the 
resolution and amendment on the table. 

Mr. RICE, of Maine, called for the yeas and 
nays on the motion. 

The yeas and nays were ordered. 

The question was taken; and it was decided rm 
the negative—yeas 67, nays 74; as follows: 

YEAS—Messrs. Alley, Allison, Anderson, Jolin D. Bald 
win, Beaman, Blow, Boutwell, Brandegee, Broomall, Am 
brose W. Clark, Cobb, Cole, Henry Winter Davis, Dawes, 
| Dixon, Donnelly, Driggs, Dumont, Eckley, Eliot, Farns- 
worth, Fenton, Frank, Gooch, Grinnell, Higby, Hooper, 
Asahel W. Hubbard, John H. Hubbard, Hulburd, Julian, 
Kasson, Kelley, Francis W. Kellogg, Orlando Keilogg, 
Loan, Longyear, Marvin, McBride, McClurg, Samuel F. 
Miller, Daniel Morris, Amos Myers, Leonard Myers, Nor- 
ton, Charles O'Neill, Orth, Patterson, Perham, Pike, Price, 
John H. Rice, Edward H. Rollins, Schenck, Scofield, Shan- 
non, Smithers, Spalding, Starr, Stevens, Upson, Elibu B. 
Washburne, William B. Washburn, Williams, Wilder, Wil- 
son, and Windom—67. 

NAYS—Messrs. James C. Allen, William J. Allen, An- 
cona, Baily, Augustus C. Baldwin, Francis P. Blair, Jacob 
B. Blair, Brooks, William G. Brown, Chanler, Clay, Cof- 
froth, Cox, Cravens, Thomas 'T. Davis, Dawson, Eden, 
| Edgerton, English, Finck, Ganson, Grider, Griswold, Hale, 

Hall, Harding, Benjamin G. Harris, Herrick, Holman, 
Hutchins, William Jolmson, Kalbfleisch, Kernan, King, 
Law, Lazear, Le Blond, Long, Mallory, Marcy, MeDowell, 
MeIndoe, McKinney, Middleton, Moorhead, James R. Mor- 
ris, Morrison, Nelson, Noble, Odell John O'Neill, Pendle- 
ton, Pomeroy, Radtord, Samuel J. Randall, Alexander H. 
Rice, James 8. Rollins, Ress, Seott, Stebbins, John B. 
Steele, William G. Steele, Stiles, Sweat, Thomas, Van 
Valkenburgh, Voorhees, Wadsworth, Ward, Webster, 
Whaley, Chilton A. White, Joseph W. White, and Fer 
nando Wood—74. 


So the resolution was not laid on the table. 
During the call of the roll, 
Mr. BAXTER, not being within the bar when 


|| his name was cailed, asked leave to vote, 


Objection was made. 

Mr. STEWART stated that he had paired with 
Mr. Tuayer. 

Mr. WASHBURNE, of Illinois. 
lution now open to amendment? 

The SPEAKER. It is. 

Mr. WASHBURNE, of Illinois. I move then 
to amend it by adding, ‘‘and ten thousand ad- 
ditional copies of the report of Major General 
| Grant.’’ 

Mr. COX. 


Is the reso- 


I raise the point of order that that 


|| has not been submitted to the Committee on Print- 


ing, and cannot come in in that shape. 
The SPEAKER. The Chair sustains the point 
of order. 
| Mr. COX. I move the previous question on 
| the resolution and the amendment, 

Mr. WASHBURNE, of Illinois. I hope the 
gentleman from Ohio will allow the resolution, 
together with the amendment I suggested, to be 
| recommitted to the Committee on Printing. 

Mr. COX. I will withdraw my objection to 
the gentleman’s amendment. 
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The SPEAKER. The gentleman cannot with- 


draw thi 








obj cluionh, 


not even the unanimous consent of the House | 
can dispense with it. 
Mr. COX. 1 withdraw the point of order. 


The SPEAKER. 
propositions for the printing of extra numbers 
shall be referred to the Committee on Printing. 

Mr. COX. Well, if the gentleman will intro- 
duce his proposition, and have it referred to the 
Committee on Printing, I will vote for it when it 
is brought back. 

Mr. WASHBURNE, of Illinois. If the gen- 
tleman will permit the whole matter to be recom- 
mitted to the committee, they can report it back 
immediately, 

‘The SPEAKER, That can be done by unani- 
mous consent, 

Mr. WASHBURNE, of Illinois. I ask the 
gentleman from Ohio then to withdraw the de- 
mand for the previous question, in order that I 
may make a motion to commit both propositions 
to the Committee on Printing. 

Mr. COX. There is no ne cessary connection 
between the two resolutions. If the gentleman 


will vote for our resolution, and then bring in his 


own, we will sustain it when it comes properly 
from the committee. 

Mr. DAWES. Perhaps the gentleman from 
Ohio will consent to include General Butler’s re- 
ports? 

Mr. COX. General Butler’s! 

Mr. DAWES. Yes, General Buatler’s. The 
gentleman’s carly education ought to induce him 
to stand by General Butler. 

The House divided on the demand for the pre- 
vious question; and there were—ayes 62, noes 61. 

The SPEAKER ordered tellers, and appointed 
Messrs. Cox, and Wasusurne of Illinois, as tell- 
ers, 

The House divided; and there were—ayes 72, 
noes 63. 

So the previous question was seconded. 

Mr. WASHBURNE, of Illinois. I demand 
the yeas and nays on ordering the main question, 

Mr. COX. I hope the gentleman will yield 
gracefully. 

The yeas and nays were ordered. 

The question was taken; and it was decided in 
the affirmative—yeas 76, nays 69; as follows: 

YEAS—Messrs. James C. Allen, William J. Allen, An- 
cona, Baily, Augustus C. Baldwin, Francis P. Blair, Jacob 
B. Blair, Brooks, James 8. Brown, William G. Brown, 
Chanler, Clay, Cotfroth, Cox, Cravens, Thomas T. Davis, 
Dawson, Eden, Edgerton, Eldridge, English, Finck, Gan- 
son, Grider, Griswold, Hale, Hall, Harding, Harrington, 
Benjamin G. Harris, Herrick, Holman, Hutchins, William 
Jobnson, Kalbfleisch, Kernan, King, Law, Lazear, Le 
Biond, Loug, Mallory, Marey, McAllister, McDowell, Me- 
Kinney, Middleton, James R. Morris, Morrison, Nelson, 
Noble, Odell, Jolin O'Neill, Pendleton, Pomeroy, Radford, 
Samuel J. Randall, Robinson, James S. Rollins, Ross, 
Scott, Stebbins, John B. Steele, William G. Steele, Stiles, 
Sweat, Thomas, Van Valkenburgh, Voorhees, Wadsworth, 
Ward, Webster, Whaley, Chilton A. White, Joseph W. 
White, and Fernando Wood—76. 

NAYS—Messrs. Alley, Allison, Anderson, John D. Bald- 
win, Baxter, Beaman, Blow, Boutwell, Brandegee, Broom- 
all, Ambrose W. Clark, Cobb, Cole, Henry Winter Davis, 
Dawes, Deming, Dixon, Donnelly, Driggs, Dumont, Eck 
ley, Eliot, Farnsworth, Fenton, Frank, Gooch, Grinnell, 
Highy, Hooper, Asahel W. Llubbard, John H. Hubbard, 
Hulburd, Kasson, Kelley, Francis W. Kellogg, Orlando 
Kellogg, Longyear, Marvin, McBride, McClurg, McIndoe, 
Samuel FP. Miller, Moorhead, Daniel Morris, Amos Myers, 
Leonard Myers, Norton, Charles O'Neill, Orth, Patterson, 
Perham, Pike, Price, Alexander H. Rice, John H. Rice, 
Edward U. Rollins, Schenek, Scofield, Shannon, Smithers, 
Starr, Stevens, Upson, Elibu B. Washburne, William B. 
Washburn, Williams, Wilder, Wilson, and Windom-—69. 

So the main question was ordered. 

During the roll-call, 

Mr. O’NEILL, of Ohio, stated that Mr. Miz- 
Ler, of Pennsylvania, was unavoidably absent. 

Mr. ‘TRACY stated that he had paired off with 
his colleague, Mr. Mitver. 

Mr. J.C. ALLEN gave notice that he had 
aired with his colleague, Mr. Norton, until 
Puesday next upon all questions, Mr. Norton 
having been called away by unavoidable business. 

Che result of the vote having been announced 
as above recorded, the question recurred upon 
Mr. Cox’s amendment to reduce the number of 
coptes from fifty thousand to ten thousand. 

Phe amendment was agreed to. 

Phe question now being upon agreeing to the 
resolution as amended, 

Mr. FARNSWORTH demanded the yeas and 
nays. 

The yeas and nays were ordered. 


Itis a matter of law, and | 


The law requires that all 
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The question was taken; and it was decided in 
the affirmative—yeas 76, nays 64; as follows: 
YELAS—Messrs. James C. Allen, Williain J. Allen, An- 


coua, Baily, Augustus C. Baldwin, Francis P. Blair, Jacob | 


? v "ha | . . 
Brown, Chanter, || proposed manner of putting the bureau Into Op- 


B. Blair, James 8. Brown, William G. 
Clay, Coffroth, Cox, Cravens, Thomas T. Davis, Dawson, 
Eden, Edgerton, Eldridge, English, Finck,Ganson, Grider, 
Griswold, Llaie, Hall, Harding, Beajamin G. Harris, Her- 
rick, Holman, Hutchins, William Jolinson, Kalbfleisch, 
Kernan, King, Law, Lazear, Le Blond, Long, Mallory, 
Marcy, McAllister, McDowell, McKinney, Middleton, 
James R. Morris, Morrison, Nelson, Noble, Odell, John 
O'Neill, Pendleton, Pomeroy, Radtord, Samuel J. Randall, 
Alexander H. Rice, Robinson, James 8. Rollins, Ross, 
Scott, Stebbins, John B. Steele, William G. Steele, Stiles, 
Sweat, Thomas, Van Vaikenburgh, Voorhees, Wadsworth, 
Ward, Webster, Whaley, Chilton A. White, Joseph W. 
White, Winfield, and Fernando Wood—76. 
NAYS—Messrs. Alley, Allison, Anderson, Arnold, John 
D. Baldwin, Baxter, Beaman, Blow, Boutwell, Brandegee, 


| Broomall, Ambrose W. Clark, Cobb, Cole, Henry Winter 
| Davis, Dawes, Deming, Dixon, Donnelly, Dumont, Eliot, 
| Farnsworth, Fenton, Gooch, Grinnell, Higby, Asahel W. 


Hubbard, John H. Wubbard, Uulburd, Julian, Kasson, Kel- 
ley, Francis W. Kellogg, Orlando Kellogg, Longyear, Mar- 


gg, 
vin, MeBride, McClurg, Samuel I’. Miller, Moorhead, 
Daniel Morris, Amos Myers, Norton, Charles ONeill, Orth, 
Patterson, Perham, Pike, Price, Join H. Rice, Edward H. 
Rollins, Schenck, Scofield, Shannon, Smithers, Starr, Ste- 
vens, Upson, Elihu B. Washburne, William B. Washburn, 
Williams, Wilder, Wilson, and Windom—64, 


So the resolution was adopted. 

Mr. COX moved to reconsider the vote by which 
the resolution was adopted; and also moved to 
lay the motion to reconsider on the table. 

The latter motion was agreed to. 

FREEDMEN’S BUREAU. 
The SPEAKER stated that the next business 


in order was the consideration of House bill No. 


| 51, to establish a Bureau of Freedmen’s Affairs, 


reported from the select committee on the subject, 
on which the gentleman from New York [Mr. 
KaLsrveiscn] was entitled to the floor. 

Mr. STEVENS. The Committee of Ways 
and Means was ordered yesterday to report back 
the gold billto-day. The committee is now ready 
to report, if it have the opportunity, 

The SPEAKER. The gentleman from New 
York [Mr. Ka.srveiscu] is on the floor, and 
cannot be taken off by the report. 

Mr. STEVENS. The report is ready when- 
ever there is an opportunity to present it. 

Mr. FENTON. lLask my colleague over the 
way to give way one moment while | ask to have 
a bill referred to a committee. 

Mr. ELIOT. It is objected to all round. 

Mr. KALBFLEISCH. Mr. Speaker, theelo- 
quent appeal made by the chairman of the com- 
mittee on emancipation in behalf of the freedmen 
of African descent, and his very cleverargument 
to prove the legal power of Congress, as well as 
his ingenious mode of attempting to demonstrate 
the sound policy of establishing the contemplated 
Bureau of Freedmen’s Affairs, have, | am com- 
pelled to say, signally failed to change my former 
opinions on that subject, and the remarks made by 
the genteman from California were not of a char- 
acter to shake my previous convictions relative 
thereto, 

There are many other reasons which may be 
offered in opposition to the passage of the bill, aside 
from the objections already alluded to in the mi- 
nority report of the same committee; and although 
they should, in my opinion, be deemed sufficient 
of themselves to cause us to pause carefully, and 
reflect, and weigh without bias its provisions be- 
fore it be allowed to become a law, they are, nev- 
ertheless, worthy of consideration as furnishing 
at least food for meditation. 

The best and I believe the most sincere friends 


_ of these freedmen of African descent only demand 


that they be taken care of during their infancy 
as freedmen, and a wholesome guardianship be 
placed over them during that period. This in my 
opinion should be done by the philanthropist and 
the charitable. 

If these freedmen are incapable of assuming the 
rights and privileges to which they seem to be 
entitled under the emancipation proclamation of 
the President or any legislative action, and are 
mentally unable to perform the duties devolvin 
upon them in their new social relationship, an 
are insensible of the fact that they are really freed- 
men, they should be made aware of it at once to 
the fullest extent their perception will admit; and 
to thisend Government might perhaps be justified 
in lending its aid. Not however by undertaking to 
regulate their affairs through the agency of Gov- 
ernment officials; for experience must have long 
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since convinced the most skeptical that there jg 
no safety in such a system as is proposed by the 
| bill under consideration. 


Let the intentions of its 
framers have been ever so pure and honest, the 


eration is defective, unjustifiable, and fallacious 
from its inception; it would be nextto impossible 
to find so large a number of employés as would 
be necessary to honestly and faithfully carry out 
the benevolent intentions of the bill. 

If it is intended to cultivate the confiscated or 
abandoned landsor plantations and improvements 
as they now exist, and place these freedmen upon 
them with an official to govern and control their 
labor and domestic affairs, as appears to be con- 
templated, who can doubt for a moment that it 
will institute a species of servitude which must 
prove worse in its results than the system of 
slavery it seeks to destroy? It ought not there- 
fore to receive the countenance of any one who is 
opposed to supplanting one evil he knows by 
another he knows not of, and which may prove 
the greater of the two. 

If on the other hand it is intended to divide the 
confiscated or abandoned lands into small parcels, 
tenements and all necessary outbuildings will have 
to be erected for the accommodation of the freed- 
men, and farming utensils and cattle procured for 
their use. 

Should the Supreme Court of the United States 
decide—as I do not doubt in the slightest they 
will—that the Government only acquires the right 
to hold confiscated real estate during the lifetime 
of the person attainted of treason, the incurring of 
the vast expenditure necessary to carry out the 

urposes of the bill upon so slight a tenure would 
c madness in the extreme, entirely unwarranta- 
ble; and granting even that itcould be legally done, 
it is without a semblance of justification to urge 
in its favor. I admitthat a majority of the mem- 
bers of this House may and do express views 
differing from those | entertain in regard to the 
proper construction of the language of the Con- 
stitution controlling this subject. If, however, 
we allow our legislation in the absence of al! legal 
adjudication, in matters of such vast importance 
and upon which opinions appear to differ so 
widely, to be governed by our political impulses 
and not by the written law which we have sworn 
to observe, our acts must of necessity be variable 
and contradictory, and may cause the commission 
of wrongs which can never be atoned for. 

There does not appear to be any limitation as 
to the amount of money to be expended under 
the provisions of the bill. The general power 
it confers to issue bonds for purposes named 
therein without fixing the amount, even admitting 
the-whole action to be within the scope and power 
of congressional legislation, is one which should 
only be delegated in cases of the most urgent ue- 
cessity. : 

The amount of money needed for this experi- 
ment—for [ can call it by no other name—should 
have been stated in the bill, and the expenditure 
confined within its limit, for it is after all only 
a trial, the anticipated results of which may fail 
to be realized. 1 must confess that I look upon 


| it with doubt and suspicion and entertain no con- 


fidence in its ultimate success. The only case 
that I know of bearing the least resemblance to 
the proposed plan was that provided for in the 
will of John Randolph for freeing and colonizing 
his slaves; and although this was sanctioned by 
law, it proved nevertheless a total failure. 

I believe that legislation upon this subject should 
be left with the States, where it properly belongs. 
They are themselves, as distinct political socie- 
tiesgcapable of managing their own affairs and 
governing their own people, and itis not our prov- 
ince to seek in this manner to interfere with or 
attempt to destroy their legislative powers. 

The proposed project would enable the Federal 
Government to seize upon lands originally aban- 
doned by their loyal owner under circumstances 
entirely uses: his control, select a class of people 
who are to hold them, and prescribe the terms by 
which they are to be held; an exercise of power 
more despotic than the imperial Government of 
Russia within any portion of its territory. It oe, 
stroys at a blow the solemnly guarded power ° 
States over their lands and inhabitants, and may 
give to social and political enemies in remote por 
tions of the country supreme legislation in those 
matters of State and domestic concern which 4 
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free people claim exclusively the right to exercise 


»msel ves. . . 
= apprehend that no portion of the American 


people would for one moment permit their lands 





to be thus taken from them and placed in posses- 
sion of the negro race withouta bloody resistance. 
The descendants of a free race who had been de- 
spoiled of their rightful inheritance, prompted by 
a determination to remove an ever-present humil- 
iation, would require for their permanent subju- 
gation a military force that would impoverish our 
eople and jeopardize our liberties, 

The project isa disloyal and unpatriotic imped- 
iment in the way of restoring this once happy 
Union. It is a part ofa policy which is attempt- 
ing the impossible thing, that of bringing up the 
negro race to a participation with the white in 
the privileges an duties of citizens. It first makes 
them free by force, and then, because they are an 
abjectand helpless peopie, they deprive American 
citizens without process of law of their lands, 
place the negroes in possession of them,and un- 
dertake to maintainthem there. The plan proposed 
by the bill opens the way to great fraud, and places 


the African freedmen under masters who can have | 


no sympathy with them and are controlled by a 
legislative body remote from them. 
possesses the power to provide in this manner for 
these emancipated slaves, where, let me ask, is 
the power toend? Is it confined to freedmen of 
African descent, or can Congress legislate to pro- 
vide as well for the unfortunate whites and the 


remnant of colored people to be found in the free 


States? If so, it requires but little sagacity to 
foretell what results might be caused in conse- 
quence of allowing this bill to become the enter- 
ing wedge to a system of legislation which could 


not be other than deplorable in its effects upon | 


our social condition. 
1am well aware that the humane appeals made 


in behalf of these unfortunate negroes come with | 


some, nay, with great force; and that many of 
them are in a lamentable condition cannot be de- 
nied, and that the war must greatly increase the 
evil is but too true. Much of it is owing to the 
zeal with which abolitionists have pursued their 
avocation. The friends and advocates of abo- 
litionism would now fain compel all to yield to 
their construction of the laws, to favor their views, 
and thus assist them outof the dilemma in which 
by their rashness they find themselves placed, 


and all through an utter disregard on their part | 


of the plainest provisions of the Constitution, and 
an unwarrantable violation of State and private 
rights. No doubt extreme political partisanship 
has induced many to support radicalisms which, 
upon mature reflection, or could the consequences 
which always proceed therefrom have been known 
at the time, would never have received their sanc- 
tion. We have only begun to experience some 
of the results produced by ultra abolitionism; let 
us beware lest this undertaking to divide and ap- 
portion the lands owned by the masters of the 
slave among these freedmen of African descent 


may not become the first seed of agrarianism, an | 


ism that, if itonce take root, must affect our social 
relations in a manner much more to be dreaded 
than the immediate enforcement of abolition itself. 


The chairman, my colleague on the committee | 


ofemancipation, looks upon the reasons expressed 
in the report of the minority of that committee 
In opposition to his bantling as scarcely entitled 
to be considered. What motive, if that be so, 
he could have had for addressing the House for 
so long a time in an attempt to illustrate the un- 
soundness of the opinions advanced therein seems 
somewhat unaccountable to me. Had the gen- 
tleman simply discussed the merits of the bill 
and the law authorizing the establishing the bu- 
rea, with the powers conferred therein, without 
appealing to feelings or prejudices which have 
already aided materially in causing a loss to the 
country of hundreds of thousands of valuable 
lives and thousands of millions of treasure, it 
would, in my opinion, have been more in conso- 
nance with healthy legislation. 1 do not feel my- 
self called upon to follow the gentleman in all his 
rambles, but will simply state in reply to some 
of his remarks that I care not what has been done 
by the President or any former Congress. The 
jeettion for us to decide is this: do the objects 
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Necessity or any similarexcuse will hardly avail 


ers, especially when coupled with very question- 
able expediency. ‘The war may have created 
a necessity for the protecting and providing for 
those negroes, but | do most emphatically deny 


| the power as well as necessity of establishing 


such a bureau with the host of political hirelings 
it calls for, and which will have to be maintained 
at the expense of the Government. 

If I understood the gentleman’s remarks cor- 
rectly, the negroes must have been a source rather 
of benefit than otherwise to the Government, at 
least in some instances. If this be so, why not 
let well enough alone until a permanent change in 


| the condition of things can be effected, and adopt 


such a plan as will be more in accordance with 
law,in consonance with justice and sound policy, 
and must meet with universal approval ? 

I must be permitted to reiterate my sincere and 
honest conviction that if the bureau be established 
and the purposes of the bill carried out, the in- 
evitable result must be substantially a change of 


| slave-masters, substituting the Government offi- 
| cial for the former owner: the one having no direct 


interestin, but whocontrolshim, and to whose love 
of gain the physical welfare of the negro might be 


sacrificed in making his labor a greater source of | 
profit; the other equally desirous of profiting by | 


his labor, but dictated by motives of self-interest 
to protect him against suffering and disease. 
Ifa plan for the relief of these freedmen of Af- 


rican descent cannot be dispensed with, and must | 


be adopted, it should be free from the many ob- 
jectionable features of the present bill. Itassumes 
too many doubtful powers, encroaches upon the 
private rights of citizens, and must ultimately in- 
terfere with State sovereignty. 

Mr. BROOKS. Mr. Speaker, perhaps a bill of 
more importance was never introduced for the 
consideration of this House and of the country 


than the bill now presented by the honorable gen- | 


tleman from Massachusetts, [Mr. Exsor,]} and the 
select committee of which he is the organ. The 


territory on which it is to operate is larger than | 


were the whole thirteen original States of these 


United States—a territory extending from the | 


shores of the Potomac to the Rio Grande; and a 
bill enacting in substance that all that vast terri- 
tory, in connection with the confiscation bill that 
we have passed, is to be dispossessed of its pres- 
ent holders and to be occupied by the black race, 


with masters from a distant country to rule over | 


them. The bill is vast, therefore, in its territory, 
vast in its objects, vast in its purposes, vast in its 
intentions. Itestablishes a new bureau of the Gov- 
ernment, a bureau costing, I suppose, $100,000; 
it may be more or it may be less; but a bureau 
having the seeds in itof agreat Department,which, 


| as the honorable gentleman who introduced the 
| bill tells us, in a quotation from the Solicitor of 


the War Department, is in the end likely to pro- 


| duce an officer who is to have a seat in the Cab- 


inet and be an adviser of the President. 

I call the attention of the House tothe magni- 
tude of this proposition, in order to have for ita 
full consideration before it comes to a final vote. 
The bill, too, is illimitable in expense. No one 
can see or foresee what amount of money is to be 
expended under it. Modest in purport, with its 
commissioners and its sub-commissioners, with 
its clerks and superintendents, yet it is a bill with 
great pretensions and great consequences, and 
therefore to have a vast influence on the country. 

The third section, which I do not well under- 
stand, contemplates the issuing of stock, the de- 
livery of bonds, the use of indemnity money, in- 
volving, perhaps, large expenditures and large 
amounts of money. 

Mr. ELIOT. Mr. Speaker, I simply want te 
say that that provision only contemplates action 
concerning ** bonds’’ which the United States may 
be obliged to deliver under any act of emancipa- 
tion passed within the slave States. 

Mr. BROOKS. This is the entering wedge 
put into the bill. But, Mr. Speaker, it is vain for 
me to attempt to discuss the details of this bill, for 
itis a bill which has doubtless been caucused and 
settled and decided upon elsewhere. I will not, 
therefore, waste the time of the House in a futile 


Which the bill is introduced come within the || discussion of its details. If it is decreed out of 
n | legislation, are || doors to be enacted it will be enacted in doors, 
1ey Just, and will they eventuate in results bene- || and no argument of mine would have any effect 


| ficial and for the best interests of the country? | 


|| 


| as an answer for the assumption of doubtful pow- || 
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on the gentlemen who have so decreed. Indeed, 


_ whenever a gentleman from Massachusetts in 


these our latter days introduces any bill or pro- 


| poundsany proposition for the consideration of the 


House, | always listen to him with attentive ears, 


| with apprehension, with something of awe, nay, 


| bility to be law. 


with that deep interest that the Roman of old 
must have listened to the unrolling of the leaves 
of the Sibyl, or the Greek to the utterings of the 
oragle in Delphos. 

Massachusetts is now the leading power in this 
country. Whatever she decrees is in all proba-, 
She exercises the same control 
over this vast country which stretches from the 
Passamaquody to the Rio Grande, and from the 
Rio Grande to the Pacific, that was exercised by 
imperial Rome on the little ‘Tiber, from the Pil- 
lars of Hercules to the Euphrates and Tigris. 
Boston her capital is well called the hub of our 


|| universe, with her spokes now inserted in New 


York, Pennsylvania, Ohio, the great West, and 
the great Northwest, the rim of whose whee! now 
runs with frightful, crushing velocity from that 


| Passamaquody to that Rio Grande. 


| also. 


Hence, whenever agentleman from Masaachu- 
setts rises upon this floor introducing a bill like 
this, if [do not look upon him asa god or a 
demigod, L look upon him asa power sure to 
dictate the legislation of the House, and to havea 
vast control over this country. Itis decreed in 
all probability, as was decreed in the case of the 
confiscation bill, that this emancipation or land 
occupation bill shall passthis House. [tis writ- 
tens itis ordained. It is a Massachusetts thun- 
derbolt. ‘There flashes now in the fiery, furious 
furnace of this bolt, delenda est Carthago. Ay, 
not only that Carthage is to be destroyed, but 
** delenda est Africa’’—Africa is to be destroyed 
Slavery is to be abolished, and with it the 
African. I listen. 1 tremble before the decree. 


| I hear now from the steeples, the spires, the 


pulpits of Massachusetts what Lhave often heard 
in the Moslem East from the minarets of the 
mosque, the ery go forth, ** La illahoun ila Allah 
w’, Mohammed rasul Allah.’’ There is but one 


| God, and Massachusetts is his prophet. [Laugh- 


ter.] 
A superior race is now, under the decree of this 


bill, to come in conflict with an inferior race; the 


African is tobe met with the white man; the poor, 
humble son of Africa, the negro, is to come into 
competition and conflict with the astute Massa- 
chusetts white taskmaster. Slavery, therefore, 
in this conflict of races, is not only to be abolished, 
but the slave is to be abolished also. ‘Two races, 
the superior and the inferior, cannot live in equal- 
ity. What was the fate of the Wampanoags and 
of the Pequods before the Puritan in Massacihu- 
setts is to be the fate of the negro slave whenever 
he thus comes in conflict with the white man. 

I know the spirit of Massachusetts. | know 
her inexorable, unappeasable, demoniac energy. 
I know that what she decrees she will execute, 
as when she ordered the burning of the witches 
at Salem, or the scourging of the Quakers, or ex- 
ile of the Baptists to the rocky shores of the Nar- 
ragansett or to the mountain-fastnesses and giens 
of New Hampshire, where my maternal Baptist 
ancestors were banished. Hence when,as now, 
she decrees on the African, | tremble for three 
millions of hitherto happy human beings now 
doomed to extermination. 

Superintendents, masters, clerks, employés, 
persons of all kinds and classes, are to be trans- 
ported by this bill from one latitude to another, 
under the superintendence of the Government, 
The negro race is thus to come in conflict with 
the white race, though the law of nature, and 
especially the law of settlement on thiscontinent, 
shows that an inferior race perishes when at- 
tempting to live on terms of equality with @ race 
that is superior. Discase, desolation, and death 
are therefore the doom of the hapless negro. 

If the census of this city could be taken of the 
original slaves who were here when emancipation 
was decreed in this District, thirty per cent. ot 
them would be found in theirgraves. Lookatthe 
hovels that surround this Capitol. Look at the 
miserable assemblages of emancipated Africans 
in this city, huddled five or sx families in a little 
room, literally rotting with disease, under your 
decree of emancipation. Look, how the race is 
being exterminated in your freedmen’s camps on 
the banks of the Mississippi, the great father of 
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waters. See what a spectacle is there presented. || 
Death is cutting down hundreds, thousands, and || 
tens of thoueands as death seldom cut down mor- 
tal man before. Death there is the doomed de- 
cree to the African. As surely as the plagues or 
Londonor Athens decrced the death of the stricken 
victims, so surely does the march of the Army, 
liberating the negro from all protection and sur- 
rendering him to the cruel, merciless employment 
of the calculating white man, doom him to dis- 
ease, hunger, starvation, and death. I know the 
philanthropic gentleman from Massachusetts does 
not design this any more than did his namesake, | 
perhaps his kinsman, the apostle Eliot, when he 

carried the cross and the Bible among the New 

England tribes of Indians. But with the apostle | 
came the rifle and the rum, and then opened upon 

the Indian the whole Pandora’s box of terrible 

diseases that destroyed that Indian and extin- 

guished his race. 

Mr. Speaker, there are some things in this world 
which we Yankees have designated by the vig- | 
orous word * fixed,’’ or whatthe French, in their | 
philosophic phrase, call ‘* fait accompli.’’ Sir, the | 
abolition of slavery is ‘a fixed fact,’ a fact ac- 
complished. I mustaccept it. I cannot close my 
eyes to itany more than upon the sun or upon 
the sunshine, or upon the tornado or the storm. 
Whatis written is written, and I must read it, | 
and I should be blindif I did not see that slavery | 
is abolished, and the African too with it. I can- 
not help it; | cannot avoid it. Massachusetts has 
ordained it and the country accepts it, and, if not 
as n wise man, at least as a public man I must 
nbide by and act uponit. When the border States 
voted upon the floor of this House at an early 
period of the session, and by their vote organized 
this House, it was written, it was decreed, irre- 
pealably decreed, that slavery is abolished, and 
there was no help for it. 

I know, sir, it is said that the States of Mis- 
sourt and Kentucky are in a good degree under 
military government. I do not apprehend that 
all of the gentlemen who voted for the organiza- 
tion of the Llouse intended to carry out this de- 
cree. I know that the honorable gentleman from 
Kentucky, [Mr. Cuay,] who bears an honored 
name—clarum et venerabile nomen—intended no 
such thing; but nevertheless it is the decree, a 
decree written out, and he one of the writers. I 
know the people of Maryland and of Delaware, if 
they had been allowed to vote, intended no such 
decree; and I know that tt is said those two States 
are better represented by the honorable gentleman 
from Ohio, [Mr. Scuenck,] the chairman of the | 
Committee on Military Affairs, than by their Rep- | 
resentatives here. But when these Representa- 
tives are accepted and recognized by that people, | 
acquiesced in by that people, and, if not acqui- | 
esced in by that people, defended and protected 
bythe military power, I must accept all that as an 
accomplished fact, and a fact irrepealable, which | 
isto be met. [am bound to act on it; every wise 
statesman is thus bound to act upon it; every true 
statesman has so acted in all past time. 

1 am told that these things are against the Con- | 
stitution, against the laws of war, against the | 
rights of property. Undoubtedly they are; bat 
how can they be now helped? There are thou- 
sands of things against constitutions, against the 
laws of war, and against the rights of property, 
which when foreed upon the people are fixed for- 


ever, facts accomplished, and irrepealable when | 


thus accomplished. There is a higher law written | 
upon the Massachusetts mind, especially and ex- 


clusively there written, that slavery is against the | 


law of God, no matter what may be written in 
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sembled the sages in council to choose a king. 
They brought forth the laws of Minos, those 





luws kept in a casket of gold, highly perfumed || 


with incense, and they fell down and kissed them: 


“ Qwaprds les dieux, de qui les bonnes lois vienaent, rien | 
ne doit étre si sacré aux hommes que les lois destinées a || 


les rendre bons, sages et heureux. Ceux qui ontdans leurs 
mains les lois pour gouverner les peuples doivent toujours 


| st laisser gouverner eux-mémes par jes lois. C’est la loi, 


et non pas Phomme, qui doit régner. ‘Tel étoit le discours 
de ces sages.”? 
Cowper has also beautiful lines inculcating obe- 


|| dience to the laws: 


« We love the king who loves the law—respects his bounds, 
And reigns content within them; him we serve 
Freely and with delight, who leaves us free ; 
But recollecting still that he is man, 

We trust him not too far. King though he be, 
And king in England, too, he may be weak 
And vain enough to be ambitious still; 

May exercise amiss his proper powers, 

Or covet more than freemen choose to grant. 
Seyond that mark is treason. He is ours, 

‘1’ administer, to guard, U adorn the state, 
But not to warp or cheat it. We are his, 

To serve him nobly in the common cause, 
True to the death; but not to be his slaves. 
Mark now the diff’rence, ye that boast your love 
Or kings, between your loyalty and ours: 
We love the man; the paltry pageant you; 
We the chief patron of the commonwealth 3 
You the regardless author of its woe; 

We, for the sake of liberty, a king; 

You, chains and bondage for a tyrant’s sake; 
Our love is principle, and has its root 

In reason; is judicious, manly, free ; 

Yours, a blind instinet, crouches to the rod, 
And licks the foot that treads itin the dust.” 


| Now, Mr. Speaker, I have tried through my 
| whole life to be thus faithful to these laws; ‘‘the 


| . . . 
| Constitution and the laws.’? Weall on this side 


|| of the House have been loyalists, bécause loyalty 


is lealty, fidelity to law. I mourn now over the 
destruction of the lawsof my country. I invoke 
the genius of history to doom to eternal infamy 
all these violators of law; but,asa Roman, in the 
days of Julius Cesar, or as a Frenchman, in the 
days of Napoleon, I must cease protesting and 
resisting. I accept things as they are. I must 
accept facts accomplished, and abide by the conse- 
quences. Hence I recognize the abolition of sla- 
very; hence I intend to act hereafter upon that 
recognition, because it is inevitable. So far as I 
have influence I intend to withdraw that question 


before the people upon other matters of difference. 
| The anxiety I now feel is not for the negro, but 
for the liberty of the white man; the continued 
constitutional liberty of the white man. I concern 
myself less at present what may become of the 
negro, than what is becoming of the white man. 
My whole heart and soul are absorbed now that 
Magna Charta and habeas corpus are cloven down 
in resecuring these guarantees for the liberty of 
the white race. 


interest me in the discussions before this House. 
| Mr. Speaker, the violence of Massachusetts 
'has brought about in two or three years only, 
what Christ, or the church of Christ, was twelve 
| or fifteen hundred years in accomplishing in the 
toman empire. The Saviour himself struck not 
off the chains of the slaves whom he addressed 
from the Mount of Olives. Nor did the Apostle 
Paul, in his address on Mars Hill, in front of 
Athens, strike off the chains of the slave in a mo- 
ment or an hour. But they inculeated principles, 


hundred years in ripening, but which in the end 
brought about the desired end, without war or the 
violent loss of life. But here in two or three years 
we have madly attempted the liberation of the ne- 
| gro, and at what cost? A million of men have 
been drawn from their houscholds and firesides 





constitutions or what may be the rights of prop- | 


erty, and this has now become the law of the 
land. If know there is nothing new in this higher 
law. [tis the doctrine that revolutionized France, 
and that Frenchmen have obeyed and obey. It 
is not a New England doctrine born. It was a 
doctrine cradled in France in the agony and throes 
of her Revolution, and adopted in Massachusetts. 
It was the chanson of the French Revolution: 


Est d’oublier la loi pour sauver la patrie.” 

I know that it was not the law of Magna Charta, 
the law of Runnymede, the law of our Constitu- 
tion. Nor was the law born in the better days 
of France. The most beautiful chapter of Tele- 
machus is that in which he is taken to the island 
of Crete, where, the king having died, there as- 


| 

| 

! 

** La loi la plus juste, la loi la plus sacrée, | 


| 
laborer’s dollar. 


| into the Army,and a million more are to be sac- 

rificed in the hospitals by diseases, while at the 
| same time adebtis fastened upon us of thousands 

of millions of dollars. Before we have finished 
| the war the debt will be four thousand millions 
—a huge, monstrous, and crushing debt—which 
willinflictupon posterity, upon my children, your 
children, and their children hereafter for hundreds 
of years, a taxation under which they will groan 
as negro slaves have seldom groaned under the 
white master; a taxation of thirty cents on the day 


Three years ago we had no national debt worth 
a moment’s consideration; but pending this civil 
war, in only two or three years, under the spirit 
which has guided it, we have had inflicted on us 


from the exciting canvass of the day, and to go | 


Henee, it is the white man’s lib- | 
erty, not the negro’s liberty, that hereafter is to | 


they sowed the seed which was twelve or fifteen | 
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| a national debt now nearly, or soon to be, as large 
as the national debt of Great Britain, and which 
will grind the people of this country for hundreds 
and hundreds of years, if this war is longer per- 
sisted in in the spirit which now conducts it. 

I recognize the abolition of slavery as existing 


|| for other reasons than I have given, and I call the 


| attention of the southern border State men, who 
_may not agree with me in opinion upon this sub- 
| jects to a law of the rebel Congress which | now 
| hold in my hand. When we in the North began 
to arm the slaves, | foresaw from the beginning 
that this would force the South to arm their ne. 
groes and their slaves. 
The first section of this act of the rebel con- 
gress, which I hold in my hand, declares that aj| 
| male free negroes shall be conscripted and brought 
into the southern army. The second section of 
that act provides for organizing twenty thousand 
of the southern slaves, not exactly as soldiers, but 
as sappers, miners, and navvies, or laborers, in the 
southern armies. TheSouth, therefore, has taken 
the secondary step to the first step which was 
taken by the souphs of the North. 

There is the southern act, there is the southern 
record for arming first the free negroes of the South 
and second for arming the southern slaves. This 
of itself is the abolition of slavery in the rebel 
States; forthe moment arms are put into the hands 
of slaves, that moment slavery is abolished, South 
| as wellas North. I say, therefore, we must ac- 
cept the abolition ofslavery asa fact accomplished, 
asa thing done, not only done by the northern 
people, but of necessity done by the southern 
people. The necessities of this war will compel 
|| the rebels of the South more and more to arm 
their slaves, and thus more and more to abolish 
their slaves. 

If, then, war lasts two years, we shall see every 
able-bodied negro in the South that can be spared, 
either in the battle-field or as laborers in prepa- 
| ration of the battle-field. They must, they will 

take that course. Imperious necessity exacts it 
| of them. The negro of the North will meet the 
| negro of the South; and when ‘* Greek meets 
Greek then comes the tug of war.” 

Go on, then, conscript the negro; reénslave the 
negro. It is now the best thing you can do in hu- 
manity and philanthropy to the negro to reénslave 
| him and doom him to the Army. You have made 
| this a negroabolition war. You have changed its 
|| original purpose, and therefore the negro should 
| be called out, and should fight the battles of the 
|| party which has taken them into their keeping. 
| | donot, for one, intend to resist your movements 
| in that respect any longer. 
|| Mr. Speaker, two States have in the main gov- 
_erned this vast country since the Declaration of 

Independence in 1776, and those two States have 

been Massachusetts and Virginia. Massachu- 
|| setts and Virginia, from 1776 and 1787 on to the 
| end of Washington’s Administration, codperated 
| together in most beautiful administration of this 
| Government. From 1796 to 1800 there reigned 
|| the Administration of John Adams. It was a 
| reign of terror from beginning to end; it was a 

reign of tyranny, too, as well as of terror through- 
|| outthe country. Newspapers were silenced, the 
|| courts were overawed, the alien and sedition laws 
| were passed, and it was such a reign of violence 
‘| that in 1800 there was a civil revolution, and 
|| Massachusetts was thrown out of power, and 
| kept out of power from 1800 till 1860. During 
|, that long period of time never did any country 
\| prosper as this country has prospered. The 
| 








South took its columns of emigration over the 
Chattahoochee to the Coosa and the Tallapoosa, 
beyond the Mississippi, on to the Nueces and the 
Rio Grande, and created an agriculture which 
subjected to itall the civilized nations of the earth. 
No more beautiful spectacle of codperative In- 
|, dustry was ever presented. The North presented 
|| an equally beautiful spectacle. . 
emigration marched on beyond the lakes to Min- 
|| nesota, to lowa, to Wisconsin, and to the Rocky 
}; mountains. During all that time Virginia an 


|| Massachusetts codperated together in the spirit of 


|| Washington and Jefferson and Madison and the 
| elder Hamilton. By the secession of the South in 
| 1860 the reign from 1796 to 1800 was restored, and 
| Massachusetts became ascendant in this Govern- 
mentagain. Every path of hers has been traced in 
blood, and the monuments of her destructiveness 
\| are to be found on hundreds of battk-fields North 


The columns of 
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and South. A million of human beings sacrificed | 
unnecessarily is the holocaust of that adminis- | 
tration. Four thousand millions of debt upon us 
and our posterity is the consequence of that ad- 
istration. 
ag long the war is to exist I know not, but in | 
God’s name let me implore those men who now 
have control of this Government to take the reins 
and end it as soon as possible. You have illim- 
jtable power; you have the Executive; you have 
three fourths of the Senate; you have twenty 
majority here in this body. If you will give the 
conservative men the power in this Government, 
by August or September, or certainly by October 
next, we will end this war, and we will restore 
the Union. We hold you to that issue. We give 
you tll September or October next to end this war 
and to restore the Union. Follow out your pro- 
eramme; acceptourconstitutional remonstrances, 
butaccomplish what you have undertaken. Enter | 
notinto side issues. Make notsuch wicked diver- 
sions as that which you have just made in Florida 
under General Gillmore for the purpose of send- 
ing some two Massachusetts men from Florida to 
the United States Senate, or some Representatives 
to this House—a diversion made solely for political 
purposes; but concentrate your armies in solid 
columns and end this war. Cease to make it a | 
war for politics. If you will not make it a war 
for the Union, make it a war for the restoration of 
peace as soon as possible. In the name of hu- 
manity, in the name of philanthropy, in the name | 
of the Prince of Peace, l appeal to you to exert the | 
powers which you have immediately to end this | 
war. Protract it not beyond the presidential elec- 
tion for political purposes. 
Norenter notupon the system of settlementand | 
agriculture proposed in this billasif you were some 
William the Conqueror, lording it over a Saxon 
people. This ‘* freedmen’s bill,’’as it is called, is 
not worthy ofthe practical mind of Massachusetts. 
It hardly could have emanated from a Massachu- 
setts mind, and the gentleman who introduced it 
tells us that he has consulted with others. It has 
not Massachusetts sense. Itmusthavecome from 
some of the freedmen’s commissioners; perhaps 
from Robert Dale Owen, for the bill itself is social- 
istic, Fourieristic, Owenistic, erotic, (not erratic— | 
I beg the reporters to bearthatin mind.) The whole 
scheme is one of money-making; the whole scheme 
is one for the use of the black race by northern 
masters. But if, in the name of humanity, you | 
are acting for these negroes, introduce some more 
practical measure, without consolidating and cen- 
tralizing all the powers of this Government. Do 
not abandon this beautiful theory of States, and 
convert this Government into aconsolidation and 
centralization, solely for the money-making pur- | 
poses of this bill. Make it practical; make it self- | 
supporting. Do not burden the Fedgral Treasury 
with it. Let it take care of itself, as is the theory 
of our Government. We have no more right to 
feed and support negroes than we have to feed and 
support white men. The thing is not written in 
the Constitution. It is not written in human na- 
ture. If you are to advance the pay of negroes in 
the Army, make them, as you make white sol- 
diers, support their wives and children. Give the | 
negro eight or nine dollars a month, and subtract 
the other four or five dollars for the support of his 
wife and children, But here is a bill the cost of 
which no man can foresee or possibly foretell. 
| protest against my constituents being taxed 
for it. I protest in the name of the laborer of the | 
North, in the name of the workman of the North, | 
in the name of the capitalist of the North. L pro- 
test against it in behalf of the white women and | 
white children of the North. Burden not the | 
reasury with the support of southern negroes. 
Ifit he ‘a mere scheme of philanthropy and be- 
nevolence I will contribute to it, according to my 
means, as much as other gentlemen will contrib- 
ute; but come not to the Federal Treasury for 
‘he support and sustenance of the negro people. 
I therefore propose to offer a resolution that this 
bill be recommitted to the select committee on 
*mancipation with directions to report a bill or- 
£anizing a system for the care and regulation of 
*mancipated persons, which shall not burden the 
reasury. I submit that proposition. 
7 SPEAKER. There is a motion already | 
pending, to refer the bill to the Committee of the | 
Vhole on the state of the Union; but this motion | 
Will be reserved and entertained. | 














Mr. KELLEY obtained the floor. 
Mr. STEVENS. Has the morning hour ex- 


ired? 
The SPEAKER. The morning hour has ex- 
ired, 


Mr. KELLEY. Ido not desire to interfere 
with the course of business. I suppose I will be 
entitled to the fluor whenever this bill comes up 
again? 

The SPEAKER. The gentleman will then be 
recognized. 

SALE OF GOLD. 

Mr. STEVENS, from the Committee of Ways 
and Means, reported back the joint resolution au- 
thorizing the Secretary of the Treasury to sell 
gold on hand in the Treasury, with a recommend- 
ation that it do not pass. 

The SPEAKER. Does the gentleman desire 
action now on that joint resolution? 

Mr. STEVENS. No, sir. 

Mr. ALLEY. I should like to inquire what 
disposition is made of that joint resolution? 

The SPEAKER. No action has been taken 


on it. The House has passed it over informally. | 
Mr. ALLEY. I suggest to the gentleman from | 


Pennsy!vania that as this is a question of so much 
importance—probably there 1s none more im- 
portant before the House—it had better be con- 
sidered and disposed of at the present time. 

The SPEAKER. If it is passed over now it 
will come up after the bill creating a Bureau of 
Emancipation, and the bill prohibiting the Court 
of Claims from taking jurisdiction of war claims, 
are disposed of. ‘They both come up in the morn- 
ing hour, and will take precedence of this. 

INSPECTORS OF CUSTOMS. 

Mr. FENTON asked, and obtained unanimous 
consent, to have Senate bill No. 66, to increase the 
compensation of inspectors of customs in certain 

orts, heretofore referred to the Committee of the 
Whole on the state of the Union, referred to the 
Committee of Ways and Means. 


NAVAL APPROPRIATION BILL. 


Mr. STEVENS. I move that the special order | 
in Committee of the Whole on the state of the | 


Union be postponed. 
The motion was agreed to. 


Mr. STEVENS. I move thatthe rules be sus- 
pended, and that the House resolve itself into the 
Committee ofthe Whole onthe state of the Union. 

The motion was agreed to. 

So the rules were suspended; and the House 
resolved itself into the Committee of the Whole on 
the state of the Union, (Mr. Farnsworth in the 
chair, in the absence of Mr. Wasnsurne,) and 
proceeded to the consideration of the naval appro- 
priation bill, on which the gentleman from Ohie 
(Mr. C. A. Wuire) was entitled to the floor. 

Mr. C. A. WHITE. 





Mr. Chairman, I avail || 


myself of that freedom of debate which by the | 


rules of the House is only allowed in Committee 
of the Whole on the state ofthe Union, for a brief 


space of time to occupy the attention of the House | 


in the discussion of questions which I conceive to 


be of vital moment to the cause of the Union and | 


of free government. Well knowing that any at- 
tempt at legislation in the present temper of the 
House upon the questions which I propose to dis- 
cuss would prove unavailing, the only resource 
left me is to indulge in that freedom and manliness 


of debate which becomes a member of this body | 


and a representative of the people. Doubtless I 
shall upon many vital points differ materially, not 


only witha majority of the House, but with many | 


gentlemen of my own party with whom I have || 


affiliated on this floor. I do not, therefore, speak 
for any person but myself, nor do I desire that 
any person may be held responsible for anything 
1 may say, nor will lacknowledge any responsi- 
bility for what I may say, or answer therefor to 
any but my constituents; to them I acknowledge 
the fullest and completest responsibility, and to 
them alone will I render my account. 

[ maintain that the warin which we are at pres- 
ent engaged is wrong in itself; that the policy 
adopted by the party in power for its prosecution 
is wrong; that the Union cannot be restored, or, 
if restored, maintained by the exercise of the co- 
ercive power of the Government, by war; that 
the war is opposed to the restoration of the Union, 
destructive of the rights of the States and the lib- 
erties of the people. It ought, therefore, to be 
brought to a speedy and immediate close. 
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These are questions from which the motive 





| for nearly all our legislation springs, and are 
| therefore proper subjects for careful and dispas- 
| sionate consideration. 
| terest in their rightful determination. 


We all have an equal in- 
Our own 
happiness and the welfare of those who are to 
come after usare alfequally involved. We should, 
then, in view of these great interests, strive to 
banish those passions and resentments which the 
heat and fervor of a terrible revolution is so well 
calculated to inspire, and call into requisition all 
of the higher and more exalted elements of our 
nature, that we may in the exercise of a clear con- 


| ception and sound judgment the better conserve 








| 


| thoritatively it would be futile. 


the interests and promote the welfare of our com- 
mon country. 

It does not require a very profound study of 
the philosophy of human nature, or oattmiedew- 
search in history, to illustrate to the satisfaction of 
the commonest understanding that if the war in 
which we are unhappily engaged is ever brought 
to a close and a permanent peace established, it 
must and can only be as the result of negotiation. 
The President in his inaugural address very 
wisely and appropriately said: 

** Suppose you go to war, you cannot fight always; and 
when, after much loss on both sides, and no gain on either, 


you cease fighting, the identical old questions as to terms 
of intercourse are again upon you.” 


What then, I ask, can be gained by it? Noth- 
ing; a thousand fold worse than nothing. War 
only tends to exasperate the feelings of the sec- 
tions, and make the work of reconciliation more 
difficult, and the probabilities of reunion more 
remote. 

The war is not merely a collision of the pas- 
sions, butit is a conflict of armed opinions, stim- 
ulated, it is true, by the passions, which war al- 
ways excites and inflames rather than subdues. 
How, then, is this conflict of opinion to be recon- 
ciled? Certainly not by force. You cannotcon- 


| quer opinion, ner change the convictions of men 


by corporeal inflictions. It is a trite old saying, 
full of philosophy, wisdom, and practical states- 
manship, as illustrated by the experience of man- 
kind for ages and generations: 


* He that complies against his will, 
Is of his own opinion still.”? 


You cannot subjugate opinion; it is as free as 
the God of which itis a scintillation. Youmay 
cast the body of which it is an indweller ina dun- 
geon; you may torture it on the rack, burn it at 
the stuke, execute it on the gibbet, or cleave it 
down on the bloody field of battle, and so far from 
having gained the mastery, you will ,have but 
given to ita sanctity, purity, and power that it 
never before possessed. Does any man doubtthat 
if there had never been any conflict of opinion 
between the North and the South they never would 
have been at war with each other, or that if that 
conflict were reconciled that peace would be at 
once established and the Union restored? It is 
in the very nature of things impossible that we 
should all think alike. We view questions and 
things from different stand-points. Those evi- 
dences from which we draw our conclusions strike 
some minds with greater and others with a less 
force. Our modes of thinking, our preconceived 
opinions, our education, and the peculiar organ- 
ism of different minds will lead us to different 
conclusions and cause us to adopt different prin- 
ciples of action. An apt illustration of this fact 
may be found in whatis sometimes denominated 
the religious world, where we find as great divers- 
ity of sentiment upon matters affecting the hap- 
piness of man for time and eternity as we do in 
the political world. In fact, some of the most 


| bitter, persecuting, relentless, and sanguinary 
| wars that have ever been waged have grown out 


of differences in religious opinions. 

The people of the South ae fixed and settled 
principles of political action, to which they are 
strongly attached by tradition, by education, and 
from a deep and settled conviction, the mainten- 


| ance of which they believe to be essential to their 


rights, their liberty, and equality, and therefore 
their happiness and welfare. In these opinions 
they may be right, and they may be wrong; 
whether they are one or the other, itis not for me 
to say; for were you or | to attempt to do so au- 
Of that question 
they will be the sole and exclusive judges, whether 
rightfully and legally or not it makes no difference. 

Do you propose to dig these convictions, 


'} rooted in the hearts of a community numbering 
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ten miilion souls, from their breasts with bayo- 
nets? Nothing shortof the total annihilation and 
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and institutions, no matter whether such appre- 


banishment of the population of the South will || hehsions are well founded or not, it is the first 


answer any purpose for which the war can be || duty of a wise and beneficent Government to re- || and working freed negroes upon abandon 
If you leave the work half done, if \ move their fears and allay their discontents by 
you but smother instead of put out the flames, i any necessary guarantee. 


proseculs d. 


If the Government 


they will break out again with redoubled fury. intends no incroachments upon their rights, and 
Liow shail we extinguish the flames and rescue |) their fears and apprehensions are unfounded, what 


the superstructure from the devouring element? 
By adding fuel tothe fire? No. By tearing down 
the building? No. How then? By extinguish- 
ing the flames, repairing the structure, and leav- 
ing the occupant in its full enjoyment just as he 
was before the casualty. Make peace, repair the 
injuries inflicted by the war, and restore ali the 
States to the Union just as they were before the 
war began, with all their rights unimpaired, ex- 
cept so far as the ravages of war may have made 
that impossible, 

But | may be asked, how would you make 
peace? Ll answer, by reconciling the differences | 
of opinion, that conflict of principle which is the 
sole cause of the war, by fair, honorable, just, and 
reasonable concessions, not, in the euphontous 
language of the gentleman of Kentucky, by meet- 
ing it, fighting it, and crushing wt. | differ with 
him in the conclusion that this 1s the whole sum 
of our moral, social, and political duties. That 
is the voice of passion, and not the language of 
reason. Itis the sentiment that burns churches 
and convents, whips Quakers, inspires the hor- 
rors of the inquisition, and which has reddened 
the pages of history with the shed blood of the 
murtyrs, saints, and heroes of all ages. I had 
cherished the hope that the progress of Christian- 


ity and the march of an enlightened civilization 
You may kill | 


the heroic and true men of the South lI mean | 


i 


had carried us beyond this point, 


those who will not surrender their principles and 
what they conceive to be their honor but with 
their lives. You may make hypocrites and dis- 








semblers of all the rest for a time, but the God 
in man, struggling ever for the mastery, will ulti- 
mately assert His supremacy. Your work can 
never be accomplished unul you transplant the 
principles of the Puritan in the very heart of the 
Cavalier, of the New Englander in the Carolinian, 
a task which the conflicts of centuries have so far 
failed from accomplishing that they have but 
served to widen the breach and make the line of 
demarkation more palpable and distinct. That 
the South are terribly in earnest, that they are 


honest in their convictions, that they felt and now | 


feel a conscious sense of insecurity in the posses- 
sion and enjoyment of what they conceive to be 
their reserved and constitutional rights, the great 
sacrifices they have made and are continually 
making does not permit me to doubt. 

Here | might, with great propriety, quote the 
language of Douglas, a statesman worthy of the 
best days of the Republic, a patriot whose sym- 
pathies were ever in accordance with the true 
spirit of our institutions, and whose love of coun- 
try would not permit him to survive its wreck and | 
ruin. Hear him: 


‘When there is such an irrepressible discontent pervad- | 
ing ten inillious of people, penetrating the bosum of every | 
nan, Woman, and child, and in their estimation involving | 
everything that is valuable and dear on earth, isit not time | 
to pause and reflect whether there is not some cause, real | 
or haaginary, for apprehension? Lf there be a just cause | 
for it, in God’s name, in the name of humanity and civil- | 
ization, let it be removed. Will we not be guilty, in the 
sight of Heaven and posterity, if we do not remove all just 


| can be lost by their removal? 





ry, incroachments on their rights endangering 
their security in the possession and enjoyment 
of their property and threatening the stability of 
their institutions are intended, then their fears 
and apprehensions are well founded and the Gov- 
ernment is under still higher obligation to remove 
them. In either case there is nothing to be lost 
and everything to be gained by securing the con- 
fidence and affections of the people. ‘The confi- 
dence of the people is the strength of the Govern- 
ment. That Government that cannot command 
the confidence of its citizens or subjects, it mat- 
ters not what may be its form, will always be the 
prey of faction, and must sooner or later fall. 

If there ever was any room for doubt as to the 
objects and purposes of the party in power, of 
these who control and direct the war and its pol- 
icy, that doubt must now be removed. Their 
purposes no longer require concealment. With 
a million men already in the land and naval ser- 
vice, with all of the available military resources 
of the country at their command, with the judi- 
cial, legislative, and executive departments of all 
the State governments prostrate at the feet of the 
Executive, who has with the utmost complacency 
clothed himself with a * war power’? that disre- 
gards all constraints and overleaps every barrier 


| ations in the culture of sugar and cotton, 





sienasaretneipusientane —— nl 


a ale te ol : 
serious apprehensions of danger to their rights || freed negroes, and plundering speculators, who 


may be induced to go there for the Purpose of 
making their fortunes out of confiscated property 
ed plant. 
. How 
| long does the President expect these plunder. 
gorged satraps would remain in the South after 
i > 
| 


the Army was withdrawn? My opinion js that 


If, on the contra- they would abdicate their seats of power the yur 


moment the protection of the Army was with. 
| held, and they would never be seen there again 
How long will it take the people of the South to 
become reconciled to a Government placed over 
them under such circumstances? Certainly not 
while grass grows or water runs; nor until the 
laws thatgovern humanity—which are as pervad- 
ing asthe laws of nature—are all reversed, and man 
becomes degraded to the condition of the brute. 
How long does Mr. Lincoln think thathis own 
| great State of Illinois would submit to such a gov- 
ernmentas he proposes to set up over the southern 
States? Just as long and no longer than they 
could throw it off. Just so it is in the South. 
Human nature North and South is the same. 
Hence Mr. Lincoln’s theory involves the neces. 
sity of keeping constantly in the field a large 
standing army to keep up and enforce the author- 
ity of the governments he proposes to set up over 
| the people in the revolting States. After their 
armies are dispersed and their military power 
broken, if such should ever be the case, it would 
| take not less than five hundred thousand men to 
enforce the authority of agovernment set up over 
ten million people against their consent, which 
was repugnant to all their feelings, sentiments, 
and princaples. They would, like Poland and 





of the Constitution, and having reduced all the 


Hungary, wheneverany great national emergency 


northern States to the condition of subject prov- || occurred, rise up in revolt and assert their free- 


inces, by the assumption of absolute dominion 
over the life, liberty, and property of every citi- 
zen, they propose to compensate us for these sac- 
rifices, and for the loss of three hundred thousand 
of our brothers, by reducing the ten millions in 
the South (except the negroes) to the same con- 
dition, and governing them in the same way for 
untold years and generations, imposing upon them 
the like loss of precious blood and countless mil- 
lions of treasure. With all becoming respect for 
the opinions of others, | must say | can see no 
good to come of this war to the country. Can 
the Union be restored by it? Can the constitu- 
tional supremacy of the Government be asserted 
over the States in revolt by it?) Can any con- 
ceivable benefit be conferred upon the people 
North or South by it? 


The Union cannot be restored either in sem- 


| dom and independence. And yet, with all the 
ingenuity of the men in power, those who control 
the destinies of the nation, they cannot tell us of 
| any better fruits this war isto bearto us. In the 
| name of humanity, of justice, and of God Al- 
mighty, ought it not tocease? Inall that! have 
| heard of war for the last three years—and it has 
| been much, scarcely anything else—my mind has 
not been enlightened by the delineation ofany plan 
whereby the Union as our fathers made it can be 
restored through its agency, and | confess my 
utter inability to perceive such a possibility. 

The party in power now declare the impossi- 
| bility of restoring the Union as it was and the 
| Constitution as it is through the agency of war. 
{ Then can the supremacy of the Constitution and 
| the laws be asserted and enforced in the insurrec- 
| tionary States by it? We have, alas! for three 








blance or form by war. If we should succeed in | long, sad, and bloody years been trying to work 


overruning the South with our arms, and redu- 


| out this problem. In the effortat least three hun- 


cing them to a state of subjection by force, we || dred thousand of our brave and gallant soldiers 
would be far, very far, from a restoration of the || have gone psematurely to fill untimely graves: 
Union. That would bea Union founded in force, ||} widowed and bereaved Rachels are weeping 
and not consent, the very opposite of that estab- || around almost every hearthstone in the land, and 


lished by the wisdom of our fathers. It would 


| refuse to be comforted because their husbands, 


be the union of England with Ireland, of Poland || sons, and brothers are not; thousands of millions 


with Russia, of Hungary with Austria, a Union 

to be execrated and despised by every true Amer- | 
ican who breathes that spirit of patriotic piety that 
animated the bosoms of our fathers. It would 


| of dollars have been expended, and the country 
brought to the very verge of bankruptcy, to use 


|| the language of the distinguished gentleman from 


| Ohio, [Mr. Spatpine,] and yet not a single law 


be a Union of hate pinned together by bayonets, | has been enforced in asingle revolting State, while 


a Union which it would cost us our liberties to 
maintain, which could only be preserved by the 
unholy trinity of ponpontes war, perpetual taxa- 


cause before proceeding to extremities? [fon the contrary \\ lion, and perpetual conscription. It may in the 


there be no real foundation tor these apprehensions; if it 
be all amisiake, and yet they, believing it to be a solemn | 
reality, are determined to act on that beliet, is it not equally 
our duty to remove the apprehension? Tlence the obliga- 
tion to remove the discontent, whether real orimaginary, is | 
alike imperative upon us, if we wish to preserve the peace | 
of the country and the uuion of the States. 

* It matters not, so far as the peace of the country and the | 
preservation ofthe Union are concerned, whether the appre- 
heasions of the soutuern people are well founded or not, so 
long as they believe them, and are determined to act upon 


that belief. Extermination, subjugation, or separation, one | 


ofthe three, must be the result of war between the northern | 
and southern States. Surely you do not expect to exterm- | 
inate or subjugate ten million people, the entire population | 
of one section, asa means of preserving amicable relations 
between the two sections! 

*T see no alternative, therefore, but a fair compromise, 
founded on the basis of mutual concessions, alike honorable, 
just, and beneficial to ail parties, or civil war and disunion. 


“Is there anything humiliating in a fair compromise of 
conflicting interests, opinions 


peace, union, and safety?” 


| 





| but I think it, and will therefore say it. 


esumation of some be disloyal in me to say it, 
I have 
no heart for sach a Union as that; I reject it, and 
should regard its establishment as the greatest ca- 
lamity that ever befell my country except the war 
which produced it. It has already cost twenty 
million people at the North their liberties in the 


effort to establish it, and if it should be established the results of your policy in the prosecution of 


they will never regain them while it endures. 


| the supremacy of the Constitution and the mejes- 
| ty of the law have been set at naught in every loyal 
| State; drum-head courts-martial, with Icather- 
| head judge advocates have become the arbiters ot 
| the life, liberty, and property of the citizen, and yet 
| after all these sacrifices we have made no progress 
| in the enforcement of the Constitution and laws. 
| On the contrary we are further from it than when 
/ we began. The entire population of the South, 
| men, women, and children, are united in one solid 
| mass in their resistance to us. Such have been 


the war. The supremacy of the confederate con- 


The President, in his recent message and proc- || stitution within the confederate States is just as 


lamation sent to Congress, proclaims that when- 


revolting States shall concur in the organization | 
of a State government, and swear to support the | 
proclamations he has issued and such as he may | 
hereafter issue, the Federal Government will rec- | 


Such is the language of the noble Douglas, | edicts of one tenth of the woophe upon the remain- 


worthy of his great name. If the South entertain || ing nine tenths, the one tent 


1 to be composed of | 


| complete as that of the United States is in the 
ever one tenth of the number of persons who voted || loyal States. 
| at the presidential election in 1860 in any of the | 


While the war continues it Is 1m- 
| possible in the very nature of things for us ‘0 
| enforce laws in the revolting States. Weare with- 
| out courts, juries, marshals, and all of the ordi- 
| ary processes of the law are obstructed. Willit 
| be any better if a government is set up over those 


» and theories, for the sake of || ognize such State government, and of course || people by force, against their will, repugnant 
|| employ its bayonets toenforce the decrees and |; the feelings and principles of the great mass 0 


| the population? It will constantly require a large 


| standing army as a posse comitatus to preserve 
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ie publie peace, and enforce laws upon so large 


body of unwilling people, expounded by im- | 
ported and enforced by imported mar- | 


ported judges, 7 
tpals, backed up by an imported posse comitatus. 
The effort, then, to enforce the Constitution and 
laws of the 
strates 


unavailing and abortave. 
be abandoned. 


| have now shown, at least to my own satisfac- | 


tion if to nobody else, that war cannot restore the 
Union, maintain the supremacy of the Constitu- 
yon, and enforce the laws in the revolting States; 
that the subjugation of those States and the hold- 
ing and governing of them as subject provinces 
would involve the loss of our own liberties, require 
a large standing army, oppressive taxation, anda 
gystem of forced conscription revolting to a free 
people, utterly at war with the fundamental law 
of the land, and subversive of the principles upon 
which the Union of the States is founded. Then 
shall we wage a war against the confederate States 
with the view and for the purpose of annihilating 


. . . . DS 
and driving into banishment their entire white 


population? Such a war would be revolting to | 


the moral sense of the civilized world and shock- 
ing to humanity, and yet right here the real issue 
of the crisis presents itself: peace by conciliation, 


concession, and compromise, or war to the full | 


extent of extermination and ostracism. He who 
favors what is termed a *‘ vigorous prosecution 
of the war,’’ opposes all compromise, and stops 
short of this point is illogical and unreasonable. 
There is no point at which we can halt, putting 


compromise out of the question, short of exterm- 


ination. Subjugation is impossible, for,as I have 
before said, if you leave the work half done, ina 
little while you will have more than all of it todo 
again, and at a time when we are less able for 
the task than now, for the burdens of heavy con- 
scriptions and taxation will bea continual draft 
upon the vital powers of the body-politic, thus, 
in the interim, weakening our energies for the re- 
newal of the inevitable struggle, and perhaps dis- 
posing the temper of our people in favor of peace. 

We are dealing with a proud and stubborn peo- 
ple, Americans all of them, proud of their history, 
their traditions, and their race, as they may well 
be; devoted in the last degree to that spirit of 
independence which our institutions are so well 
calculated to inspire, they may be our fellow citi- 
zens, butour subjects—never! never! No, never! 
You may bury in bloody graves her brave and 
gallant sons until resistance shall prove unavail- 
ing, you may drive the balance of her people into 
banishment, confiscate their estates, and send 
them, men, women, and children, all ages, con- 
ditions, and sexes, strangers in a strange land, 
houseless and homeless wanderers; all this you 
may do, and more if possible, but you can never 
make them a subject race. I say this not forthe 
people South alone but for my countrymen, for 
my blood, and my race. With these remarks I put 
the question of subjugation aside as not only im- 
politic but impossible; and repeat that we are im- 
paled upon a dilemma that has but two horns, and 
we must choose upon which we will throw our- 
selves, peace by a compromise of conflicting in- 
terests, principles, and opinions, or an extermina- 
ting war of the North againstthe South. We had 
just as well prepare our minds to meet this issue, 
the sooner the better. Twenty million people pos- 
sessed of all the physical and material resources 
with which it had pleased God to bless us may 
possibiy destroy, sweep from the face of the 
earth the six millions of our race and blood in- 
habiting the confederate States. I say such a thing 
may be possible; but before entering upon such a 
work would it not be wise in us to make some 
little caleulation of the profit and loss which we 
must necessarily incur? A war prosecuted to such 
extremities as that cannot be terminated in five, 
ten, or even twenty years. The constant draft 
Upon the energies of the Government would ne- 
cessarily compel it to make corresponding requi- 
Sitons upon the life, blood, and treasure of the 
people who would have nothing that it was not 
“isloyal to call their own; under this process the 
“overnment would, like an athlete man, grow 
“‘ronger by the continual exertion of its strength, 
the people grow weak just in proportion as the 
a Overnment grows stronger, for the Government 
*rives all of its powers from the people until they, 
when the fullness of time had come, like Samson 
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United States upon the confederate || 
by making war upon them mustever prove | 
: It ought, therefore, to | 











| easy competency. 





shorn of his locks and bereft of their power, would 
become the mere sport and plaything of this new 
Delilah. 

Nor would the necessities of the Government 
cease with the war; the burdens of an untold 
amount of national indebtedness and many other 
causes which I will not stop here to enumerate 
will create a necessity for a strong centralized 
Government, that its exorbitant demands upon 
the fruits of labor may be enforced. The great 


| conflict between capital and labor is just now being 
| inaugurated. The Government bonds which rep- 
| resent the indebtedness of the country are being 
| purchased up by the capitalists of the East at 
| thirty-five and forty per cent. below the par of 


constitutional currency, and they are receiving | 


| Six péT cent. interest thereon in gold. Ourindebt- | 
| edness is now popularly stated at $3,000,000,000, 


and is increasing at the rate of more than two | 


| millions per day. All this indebtedness will go 


into the hands of capitalists exempt from State, 
Federal, or municipal taxation. The result of all 
this is that the product of labor or the laboring 
and producing masses of the country will owe 
to the capitalist non-producing class an amount 
equal to one fourth the value of the entire taxable 
property in the United States. The principal 


| Office, then, which your Government will have 


to perform after this war is at end will be to pro- 
vide for and enforce payment of these exorbitant 
demands of the rich upon the poor, acting simply 


the part of a trustee or receiver, wrenching the | 


money from the fists of one class and emptying | 


it into the coffers of the other. 


The people in the | 


newer and western States have no money to pur- | 


chase Government bonds with. Our population 
is composed of men of moderate means as a gen- 


| eral thing; they have expended all their available 


capital in the purchase and improvement of their 
lands, and are now just beginning to acquire an 
In the State of Connecticut, 
having only four hundred and sixty thousand 
population, they have more capital than the great 
State which I have the honor in partto represent, 
having a population of two million three hundred 
and forty thousand, 

What will be the result of this new state of 


things thrust upon us by the war? ‘The estab- | 


lishment of classes, a peasantry and an aristoc- 
racy. Thesame causes that produced these results 
in the Old World will in the New; those causes 
now exist among us, and the result must sooner 
or later follow. The mutual jealousies of these 


classes will for a time, it is to be feared, prove to | 


be a fruitful source of commotion among us, and 
require a strong and vigorous Government to pre- 


serve order and enforce the public peace. The vast | 
area of our territory and our rapidly increasing | 
population will do much to militate against-these 


results. The ruin impending our system may be 
retrieved and averted by a speedy peace; but if 
the war is to be prosecuted to the extremity of 
extermination, | can for the life of me see nothing 
in it but the utter wreck and overthrow of our 
proud fabric of free government, and the erection 


upon its ruins of an absolute imperial despotism | 
that may wield its barren scepter over the waste | 


and desolate fields of the South, the prostrate 


liberties and bleeding forms of freedom at the | 


North. These results are so certain, so inevitable, 
and so apparent, that [ cannot believe that the 
reflecting, thinking, and reasoning men of the 
Republican party intend them. 
the justice to believe that they entertain no such 
monstrous ideas and cherish no such hideous 
purposes. 


I will do them | 


They are prosecuting the war, as I believe, not 


for the purpose of restoring the Union, maintain- 
ing the supremacy of the Constitution, nor for 
any purpose of subjugation or extermination, 
unless subjugation and extermination become 
necessary to the accomplishment of the real pur- 
poses and objects they have in view, for whieh 
the war was inaugurated, and has ever since been 
conducted. ‘That object and purpose is the abo- 
lition of slavery in every State where it exists. 
This never has been a war for the Constitution 
and the Union, as the popular phrase goes, but it 
was inaugurated and has been conducted solely 
and exclusively for the purpose of abolishing sla- 
very, and for no other purpose. There has not 
been an hour since the war began, and for some 
time before, when the party in power, those who 
inaugurated and control and direct the policy of 
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| the war, would have given to a bleeding and dis- 


tracted country peace for the Constitution and 
the Union. They would not doit now. * Waris 
the great shibboleth with which they expect to 
scourge slavery from the land, and maintain and 
perpetuate their political ascendency. Until these 
objects are accomplished they do not intend that 
peace, harmony, and union shall prevail. The 
measure of the extent to which they will go will 
be just what the emergencies that arise in the 
progress of events may require, Should the path 
to the object of their desire lead them over the 
ruined, shattered, dissevered frarments of a bro- 
ken and dismembered Union, a torn, tattered, dese- 
crated Constitution, and the ruins of a Govern- 
ment in which are concentrated all the best hopes 
of the patriot for freedom and civilization, not 
halting for a moment, they will press forward to 
the accomplishment of their wonted object regard- 
lessof consequences. Drivenonby the irresistible 
impulse of a blind revolutionary zeal, hugging the 
delusive phantom of universal-emancipation, in- 


| spired with the vain hallucination of giving free- 


dom to four million slaves, they seem to know 


| not that they are reducing themselves and more 


than twenty-six million of their own race to the 
same condition, and sacrificing all the fruit of our 
revolutionary struggle. 

Let us suppose for a moment that our abolition 
friends succeed in the emancipation of all the 
slaves, what will be the result? Will that restore 
peace to a distracted country? Where will you 
put them? What will you do with them? Will 
they be permitted to remain South among the 
people from whom they have been forcibly torn 
away? Will they if they desire to continue free 
take the chances of being reénslaved upon the res- 
toration of peace by remaining South with their 
masters? It certainly cannot be expected that we 
will always keep our armies in the South to pre- 
vent the masters from reénslaving those who may 
have been emancipated by force of arms. We 
cannot wage eternal war against these people; 
there must be an end of it some time and some 
way. ‘Then to make these slaves permanently 
free you must before the war closes force them 
all out of the slave States to prevent their reén- 
slavement when the war is terminated and the 
Army withdrawn. To what Jand will these new- 
born children of Israel make their exodus? Will 
it be to the cold, sterile, and barren regions of New 
England, where their population is already suffi- 
ciently dense, and where climate, soil, and labor 
are all repulsive to the nature and capacities of 
the poor African who has been cradled with his 
face exposed to a tropical sun? Would you ex- 
pect the untutored African to run the New Eng- 
land engines, turn their spindles, or indulge in 
the ingenious pastime of making pins, combs, but- 
tons, horn gun-flints, and wooden nutmegs? His 
brawny fingers and untutored capacities do not 
adapt him to such implements, 

In the year 1850 the six New England States 
had a white population of 2,705,095, and a col- 
ored population of 23,003. ln 1660 they had a 
white population of 3,110,572, and a colored pop- 
ulation of 24,711, showing an increase of colored 
population in ten years of 1,708. In 1850 the 
State of Ohio,a comparatively young State, with 
a white population of 1,955,050, had a colored 
population of 25,279; and in 1860, with a white 
vopulation of 2,302,838, she had a colored popu- 
ation of 36,673, showing an increase of colored 


| population in ten years of 11,394; while New 
| England during the same period shows a gain of 


only 1,708. Now there must be some reason for 
this state of things. 

It is not on account of any hostility of the peo- 
ple of the New England States to the colored race. 
Farfromit. For thirty years, in fact | might say 


| ever since the African slave trade was abolished 
| and they sold their slaves to the South, their pul- 


pits, their lecture-rooms, their theaters, every 


| forum has resounded with pans of praise to 


| the downtrodden African. 


One would suppose, 
taking New England sermons—now called anti- 
slavery lectures—and New England literature as 
the test, that there was no greater degree of com- 
patibility between any two races of the earth than 
between the modern New Englander and the ** free 
American of African descent.’? ‘They do not only 
ask liberty but equality with the white race for him. 

Is it not, then, wondrous strange that with all 
these strong cords and ties of sympathy between 
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these people the colored people do not seek homes 


| 








But it is said we are engaged in war,and how | 
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section 


trict shall not be filled by the draft made in accordance 
ric Sebebs 


with the provisions of this act, and the act to which it is 
‘ sendinent, further drafts shall be made, and like pro 
a Sings had, until the quota of such district shall be filled.” 
i ; ‘ea the Senate do agree to the said several amend- 
Ang ‘ 


ments. 


Phat the House of Representatives do agree to the fourth | 
tion of the bill of the Senate, with the following amend- | 

“ at to wit: 1. After the word ‘time,’? in the sixth line | 
ents, : 


of said section, insert the words * previous to the draft.” 
9 After the word “ draft,” in the seventh line of said sec- 
tion, insert the words “nor, at the time, in the military or 
naval service of the United States.’? 3, Strike out the words 
“three years,” in the tenth line of suid section, and insert 
the words ‘the time for which such substitute shall have 
been accepted” in lieu thereof. 4. Strike out all of said 
section after the word “ years,” in the tenth line thereof. 


And that the Senate do agree to the said several amend- | 


ments. 


That the House of Representatives do agree to the fifth | 


section of the bill of the Senate, with the following amend- 
ments, to wit: 1. Strike out the words “ enrolled and” in 
tue first line of said section. — 2. After the word * may,” in 
the second line of said section, insert the words ‘* before 
the time fixed for his appearance for duty at the draft ren- 
dezvous.”? 3. Strike outall of said section after the word 
<< draft,’ in the twenty-fourth line, and insert the following 
in lieu thereof: “in filling that quota; and his name shall 
be retained on the roll in filling future quotas; but in no 


instance shail the exemption of any person, on account of | 


his payment of commutation money for the procuration of 
a substitute, extend beyond one year; butat the end of one 
year. in every such case, the name of any person so ex- 
empted shall be-enrolled again, if not before returned to the 
enrollment listunder the provisions of this section.”?> And 
that the Senate agree to the said several amendments. 

That the sixth section of the bill of the Senate be stricken 
out. 

That the seventh section of the bill of the Senate be 
stricken out. 


That the eighth section of the bill of the Senate be | 


stricken out, and that the Senate do agree to the fifth sec- 
tion of the amendment of the House of Representatives. 


Thatthe ninth section of the billof the Senate be stricken | 


out, and that the Senate doagree to the nimth section ofthe 
amendment of the House of Representatives, with the fol- 
lowing amendments, to wit: 1. After the word * able,’’ in 
the second line of said section of said amendment, insert 
the words, * or ordinary.’? 2. After the word ** able,” in the 
ninth line of said section, insert the words “ or ordinary.” 
3. After the word “ able,”’ in the sixteenth line of said sec- 
tion, insert the words “for ordinary.’? 4. Strike out the 
words * Seeretary of the Navy and the Secretary of War,” 
in the twentieth and twenty-first lines, and insert the words 
“President of the United States” in lieu thereof. 
that the House of Representatives agree to the said several 
amendments. 

That the House of Representatives do agree to the tenth 
sectionof the billofthe Senate, with the following amend- 
ments, towit: 1. After the word “able,” in the second line 
of said section, insert the words ** or ordinary.’’? 2. Strike 
out the word * or?? where it first occurs in the fifth line of 
said section. 3, After the word **township,” in the fifth 


line of said section, insert the words “ precinct or election | 


district.” 4. Strike out the word “or,” in the sixth line 
of said section. 5, After the word ‘* townships,” in the 
sixth line of said section, insert the words “ precincts or 
election districts.”? And that the Senate do agree to the 
said several amendments, 

That the House of Representatives do agree to the elev- 
enth section of the bill of the Senate, with the following 
amendments, to wit: 1. Strike out the word ‘or,’ in the 
eighth line of said section. 2. After the word “ township,’ 
inthe eighth and ninth lines of said section, insert the words 
* precinct or election district.”’ 3. Strike out the word “ or,”? 
inthe tenth line of said section. 
ships,” in the tenth line of said section, insert the words 
* precincts or election districts.’? And that the Senate do 
agree to the said several amendments. 

Thatthe twelfth section of the bill of the Senate be stricken 
out. 

That the thirteenth section of the bill of the Senate be 
stricken out, and that the Senate do agree to the thirteenth 
section of the amendment of the House of Representatives. 

That the House of Representatives do agree to the four- 
teenth section of the bill of the Senate. 

That the House of Representatives do agree to the fif- 
teenth section of the bill of the Senate, with the following 
amendment, to wit: Add to said section the following: 
“And nothing in this section contained shall be construed 
to relieve the party offending from liability, under proper 
indictment or process, for any crime against the laws of a 
State, committed by him while violating the provisions of 
this — And that the Senate do agree to said amend- 
ment, 

That the House of Representatives do agree to the six 
teenth section of the bill of the Senate. — 

That the Senate do agree to the seventeenth section of 
(he amendment of the House of Representatives. 

That tue seventeenth scetion of the bill of the Senate be 
stricken out, and that the Senate do agree to the eighteenth 
section of the amendment of the House of Representatives. 

That the House of Representatives do agree to the eigh- 
teenth section of the bill of the Senate. 

That the House of Representatives do agree to the nine- 
teenth section of the bill of the Senate, with the following 
amendments, to wit: lL. Strike outthe word **four,”’ inthe 


eleventh line of said section, and insert the word “ three” | 


in lieu thereof, 2. Strike out all of said section after the 


we “soldiers,” in the fourteenth line, and insert the fol- 
go . lieu thereof: ‘ Provided, That no person shall 
leet ed to the benefit of the provisions of this section, 
bearir oe declaration of conscientious scruples against 
that} 1g arms shall be supported by satisfactory evidence 

lis deportment has been uniformly consistent with such 


declaration.» And that the Senate do agree to the said sev- 
eral amendments. 


add the following: “ And if the quota of any dis- 


And || 


4. After the word ““*town- | 


That the House of Representatives do agree to the twen- 
tieth section of the bill of the Senate. 

That the House of Representatives do agree to the twen 
ty-first section of the bill of the Senate. with the follow ing 
amendment, to wit: Strike out the words “absent from 
the country or,” in the sixthand seventh lines of said see 
tion, and insert the words “for some good and sutflicient 
reason” in lieu thereof. And that the Senate do agree to 
said amendment. 

That the House of Representatives do agree to the twen- 
ty-second section of the bill of the Senate, with the tollow- 
| ing amendment, to wit: Add to said section the following: 

* Provided, That the Secretary of War may order the dis 

charge of all persons in the military service who are under 

the age of eighteen years at the time of the application for 
theie discharge, when it shall appear from due proof that 
| such persons are in the service without the consent, either 
express or implied, of their pareuts or guardians: nd pro- 


jans, shall first repay to the Government and to the State 
and local authorities all bounties and advance pay which 
may have been paid to them, anything in the act to which 
this is an amendment to the contrary notwithstanding.” 
| And that the Senate do agree to said amendment. 
That the House of Representatives do agree to the twenty 
| third section of the bill of the Senate, with the following 
amendment, to wit: 1. Afterthe word “ any,’ in the fourth 
line of said section, insert the word “‘drafted.”? 2. Strike 
out the words * dratted, and liable to render service,” in 
the fifth line of said section. And that the Senate do agree 
to the said amendments. 
That the House of Representatives agree to the twenty- 
fourth section ofthe bill of the Senate, with the following 
amendment, to wit: After the word “ disability,’ in the 
sixteenth line, insert the words “ and any oflicer, clerk, or 
deputy connected with the board of enrollment who shall 
| reecive compensation from any drafted man for any ser- 
| Vices, or obtaining the performance ofsuch service required 
|| from any member of said board by the provisions of this 
|} act.) And thatthe Senate do agree to said amendment. 

Thatthe House of Representatives do agree to the twenty 
fifth section of the bill of the Senate. 

That the House of Representatives do agree to the twenty 
sixth section of the bill of the Senate. 

That the Senate do agree to the twenty-sixth section of 
the amendment of the House of Representatives, with the 
following amendments, to wit: 1. After the word * male,’ 
| in the first line of said section of said amendment, insert 
| the word * colored.’”? 2. Strike out the words *‘of African 
descent,’’ in the second line of said section. 3. Strike out 
the words * whether citizens or not,?? in the third line of 
said section. 4. After the word ‘thereof,’ in the ninth 
line of said section, insertthe words “and thereupon such 
slave shall be free.”? 5. Strike out the word ** owes,” in 
the twelfth line of said section, and insert the words ‘* was 
owing.’ 6. Strike out the words ‘on freeing the person,” 
in the thirteenth and fourteenth lines of said section. 
|| Strike out the word *‘ the,” in the sixteenth line of said 
section, and insert the word ** a” in tien thereof. &. Strike 
| out the words ** commutation money, upon the master tree 
ing the slave,” in the nineteenth and twentieth lines of 
said section, and insert the words “fund derived from 
commutations, and every such colored volunteer on being 
mustered into the service shall be free,” in lieu thereof. 


said section, insert the words *‘orhave volunteered.’ 10. 
After the word “applicable,” in the twenty-fourth line of 
said section, strike out the words “as well.”?) 11. Add to 
said section the following: “ But men of color, dratted or 
| enlisted, or Who may volunteer into the military service, 

while they shall be credited on the quotas of the several 
States, or subdivisions of States, wherein they are respect- 
ively drafted, enlisted, or shall voluuteer, shall not be as 
signed as State troops, but shall be mustered into regiments 
or companies as United States colored volunteers.”?» And 
that the House of Representatives do agree to the sald seyv- 
eral amendments. 

That the twenty-seventh section of the bill of the Senate 
be stricken out. 

That the following section be inserted in the bill of the 
Senate, to wit: 

* Sec. —. And be it further enacted, Thatthe words ¢ pre- 
cinev’ and ‘ election district,’ as used in this act, shall not 
be construed to require any subdivision for purposes of en- 
roliment and draft less than the wards into which any city 
or village may be divided, or than the towns or townships 
into which any county may be divided.”’ 

That the House of Representatives do agree to the twenty- 
eighth section of the bill of the Senate. 

‘That the House of Representatives do recede from their 
amendment to the bill of the Senate, except as recited in 
the foregoing report. 








HENRY WILSON, 
J.W.NESMITH, 
J.W. GRIMES, 
Managers on the part of the Senate. 
ROBERT SCHENCK, 
HENRY C. DEMING, 
Managers on the part of the House. 

Mr.SCHENCK. The report having been read, 
and ithaving been adopted by the Senate, I sup- 
pose the question is now on concurring in it by 
the House. 

The SPEAKER. Itis. 

Mr.SCHENCK. Uponthatl propose to sub- 
mit a very few remarks to the House, entirely of 
the character of an explanation, so as to enable 
the House to vote understandingly on the report. 

The first thing that will strike genlemen is, per- 
haps, the great length of the report. In order to 
explain that I will recall to the recollection of the 
House the fact that when the committee of con- 








ference was ordered by the two Houses the posi- 
| tion of the bill was this: the Senate having passed 


vided further, That such persons, their parents or guard- | 


‘ef 


9. After the word “enlisted,” in the twenty-first line of 
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167 
the bill the House struck outall after the first sec- 
tion, and inserted from the second seclion orward 
a substitute for the entire remainder of the bill. 
‘To that amendment the Senate non-concurred, 
and asked for a committee of conference. 

The managers on the part of the House met 


| the managers on the part of the Senate upon this 


ground. They suggested to the managers on the 
part of the Senate that the Senate recede from ita 
non-concurrence in the amendments of the House 
and concur in the House bill with such modifica- 
tions as the committee had agreed on to the 
House bill. If that course had been adopted, the 
report would not have occupied one of these 
pages. Instead of that, the managers on the part 
of the Senate preferred to retain their own Bi, 
and to transfer into it piecemeal the bill of the 
Hoyse. Thus, instead of adopting as a substi- 
tute for a section of the Senate bill a section of the 
House bill and tranaferring it bodily to the report, 
they preferred to amend the Senate section by 
inserting a word here and there in place of words 
stricken out so as to make the section conform 
with the substitute. 

The conclusion then is this, that the committee 
have thus transferred in these small parcels to the 
bill of the Senate, the entire House bill with the 
exception of two or three material changes only. 
I want the House then to understand that in agree- 
ing to the report of the committee of conterence 
they agree to the House substitute which they 
have once voted upon and passed, with two sin- 
gle material exceptions. 

And to those exceptions, Mr. Speaker, I now 
call the attention of the House. They will be 


| found in the sixth section of the Senate bill, the 





i 
} ate bill. 


latter partof which of the two amendments which 
were moved and afterwards modified by the gen- 
tleman from Pennsylvania, [Mr. Stevens, ] strik- 
ing that out, the managers on the part of the 
House were not willing to fall back upon the Sen- 
They struck out the amendment which 
the gentleman from Pennsylvania introduced and 
fell back upon their own bill, The committee of 
conference then agreed upon that originally re- 
ported by the Military Committee of this House. 
That is precisely the condition in which it stands. 

Gentlemen will recollect the Military Commit- 


| tee reported back amendments in respect to the 
| payment of commutation money, that that com- 
| mutation should buy the person free from any 


difficulty, provided it did not exempt him for 


| more than one year. The billis made more strin- 


gent in reference to the time purchased by the com- 
mutation money. The conference committee took 
the bill as it was originally reported by the com- 
mittee of this House. 

Mr. ELDRIDGE. Whatis the time for which 
a man who pays commutation money purchases 
exempuons 

Mr. SCHENCK. 
one year. 

There is one other slight change which I did 
not propose to refer to, but which | will now call 
to the attention of the House. Iam sure it will 
gratify those gentlemen who are the friends of the 
amendment offered in the House. Westrike out 


For a call not exceeding 


| the words ‘able-bodied seamen’? and make it 


read ‘* ordinary seamen,’’ so as to authorize the 
transfer of a larger number from the Army to the 
naval service. 

There is no other material change from the sub- 
stitute of the House until we arrive at section 
twenty-six, as passed by the House. Itrelates to 
colored persons, and the receiving of such = 
sons into the Army of the United States. The 
changes made by way of modificatiun of that so 


| as to make it correspond to that of the Senate are 


these: itis provided after the drafted man has 
served he should be paid for at the rate of $100, 


| under a commission, and that after thus being 


paid for the master was to free the slave. In 
place of providing for the freeing of the slave by 
the master, it is declared that the slave shall be- 


; come free by reason of his having been mustered 


| 


into the service of the United States. It was 
agreed to modify it so that a man who had served 
in the Army of the United States, vindicating and 
maintaining our institutions, should not by want 
of the consent of his master be remitted to sla- 
very, but should be declared free under the law 
by reason of his having been mustered into the 
Army of the United States. 

I will read the section for the benefit of the 
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Flonse, as it will stand, with the amendments and 


modifications agreed to by the committee of con- 


ference: 
Ser. #8. And he it further enacted, That all able-bodied 
colored persons between the ages of twenty and forty 


five vears, whether citizens or not, resident in the United 
hall be enrolled according to the provisions of this 
nd of the act to which this is an amendment, and 


form 
loyal me ter shall be drafted and mustered into the service 
of the United States, his master shall have a certificate 
thereof; and thereupon such slave shall be free; and the 
bounty of 8100 now payable by law for each drafted man 
shall be paid to the person to whom such drafted person 
was owing service or labor at the time of his muster into 
the service of the United States. The Secretary of War 
shall appointa commission lu ead h of the slave States rep 
resented in Congress, charged to award to each loyal per 


son to whom a colored volunteer may owe service a just || 
compensation, not exceeding 2300, for each such colored || 


volunteer, payable out of the fund derived from commuta 
tion; and every such colored volunteer on being mu@tered 
into the service shall be free. And in all cases where men 
of color have been heretofore enlisted or have volunteered 
in the military service of the United States, all the pro- 
viaions of this act, so far as the payment of bounty and 
compensation are provided, shall be equally applicable as 
to those who may be hereafter recruited. But men of color 
drafted or enlisted, or who may volunteer into the military 
service, while they shall be credited on the quotas of the 
several States or subdivisions of States wherein they are 
respectively drafted, enlisted, or shall volunteer, shall not 
be sasigned as State troops, but shall be mustered into regi 
ments or companies as United States colored troops. 

The object of the latter provision, which has 
been added to the section, was this: to leave the 
colored man to be credited to the several States, 
townships, &c.; but when mustered into the ser- 
vice of the United States they should remain and 
be ranked among the United States colored troops, 
so as to have the benefit of being commanded by 
officers whose efficiency and capacity had been 
tested by a thorough examination, as is now done 
by the board appointed for that purpose. 

[ have explained, as nearly as I can, the two 
points of difference, 

Mr. DEMING. There was another point 
which the gentleman has neglected to mention. 

Mr. SCHENCK. I thank the gentleman for 
recalling itto my mind. The managers on the 
part of the Senate would not agree to the repeal 
of the nineteenth and twentieth sections of the 
existing law, which authorizes, at the discretion 
of the President, the consolidation of regiments. 
‘The repealing law stands as in the original sub- 
stitute as proposed by the Committee on Military 
Affairs of this House. These constitute the dif- 
ferences, not between the Senate and the House 
bills, but between the House bill as it was when 
it left this House, and the act of Congress as it 
will be if the House agree to the report of the 
committee of conference. 


Hoping that I have made the points clear, I | 


demand the previous question. 

Mr. STEVENS. laskthe gentleman to with- 
draw the call for the previous question, in order 
that I may say a few words. 

Mr. SCHENCK, I would gladly yield to the 
gentleman from Pennsylvania, he knows, more 


gladly than to any other gentleman in the House; | 


but L believe the necessity for the speedy passage 
of this bill is: such as to compel me to insist on 
my demand for the previous question. 

Mr. PENDLETON called for tellers upon sec- 
onding the demand for the previous question. 


Tellers were ordered; and Messrs. Steexe of | 
New Jersey and Kettoce of New York were | 


appointed, 


‘The House divided; and the tellers reported— | 


ayes 69, noes 27. 
So the previous question was seconded. 
The main question was ordered to be put. 


Mr. COX demanded the yeas and nays upon | 


agreeing to the report. 

The yeas and nays were ordered, 

The question was put; and it was decided in 
the affirmative—yeas 71, nays 23; as follows: 

YEAS—Messrs. Alley, Allison, Anderson, Arnold, John 
}. Baldwin, Baxter, Beaman, Francis P. Blair, Blow, 


Boutwell, Brandegee, Broomall, Ambrose W. Clark, Cobb, 
Cole, Henry Winter Davis, Dawes, Deming, Dixon, Du- 


mont, Eckley, Eliot, Farnsworth, Fenton, Frank, Gooch, |; 
Grinnell, Hale, Higby, Hooper, Asahel W. Hubbard, | 


Jonekes, Julian, Kasson, Kelley, Orlando Kellogg, Loan, 


Lougyear, Marvin, MeBride, McClurg, Samuel F. Miller, |! 


Moore id, Amos Myers, Leonard Myers, Odell, Charles 
(Neill, Orth, Patterson, Perham, Pike, Pomeroy, Price, 
William H. Randall, Alexander H. Rice. John H. Rice 
Edward H. Kollins, Schenck, Seofield, Shannon, Smith. 
ers, Spalding, Starr, Stebbine, Upson, Van Valkenburgh, 
Eiihn B. Washburne, Williams, Wilder, Wilson, and 
Windom—?71. . 


NAYS—Meeere. AuguetusC, Baldwin, Brooks, Chanler, 


are re 


irt of the national forces; and when a slave of a | 














Cox, Dawson, Edgerton, Eldridge, Benjamin G. Harris, 
Le Biond, Long, McDowell, McKinney, James R. Morris, 
Morrison, Noble, John O'Neill, Pendleton, Samuel J. Ran- 
dall, James 8. Rollins, Ross, Ward, Chilton A. White, and 
Joseph W. White—23. 


So the report of the committee of conference 


| was agreed to. 


Pending the call of the roll, 


Mr. DAVIS, of New York, said: Mr. Kernan 


| and myself made an arrangement to pair off after 


to-day fora day or two. Mr. Kernan has left 


| town,and I prefer not to vote unless a vote should 
| become necessary to make a quorum, for fear of 


some misunderstanding between him and myself 


| as to time. 


Mr. DAWES stated that his colleague, Mr. 
Wasusurn, left the House on account of indis- 
position, ; 

Mr. COBB stated that Mr. Stoan was detained 
from the House by the indisposition of a member 
of his family. 

The result was then announced as above re- 
corded. 

Mr. SCHENCK moved to reconsider the vote 
by which the report was agreed to; and also moved 
to lay the motion to reconsider on the table. 

The latter motion was agreed to. 


SALE OF GOLD—AGAIN. 


Mr. STEBBINS. I have been requested by 
the Committee of Waysand Means to move that 
the bill in relation to the sale of gold by the Treas- 
urer be recommitted to the committee, with in- 
structions to report it back on the morning of 
Tuesday next. {ask unanimous consent to make 
that motion. 

Mr. HOLMAN objected. 

And then, on motion of Mr. FENTON, (at half 
past five o’clock,) the House adjourned. 

IN SENATE. 
Tvuespay, February 23, 1864. 
Prayer by the Chaplain, Rev. Dr. SunpERLAND. 


ELECTION OF PRESIDENT PRO TEMPORE. 
The Curer Cierg, (Witiiam Hickey, Esq.) 


The following letter has been received from the 
Vice President: 








WasnHinoTton, February 22, 1864. 
Str: I shall be absent from the city to-morrow. You 
will communicate information of this to the Senate at its 
session in the morning, and oblige, yours, very truly, 
H. HAMLIN. 


| Colonel Jno. W. Forney, Secretary of the Senate. 


Mr. WILSON. I movethat Mr. Foor, of Ver- 
mont, trke the chair as President pro tempore. 

The Cuter Cierk. Itismoved that Mr. Foor, 
of Vermont, be appointed President pro tempore of 
the Senate. 

The motion was agreed to; and Mr. Foortook 
the chair and called the Senate to order. 

The Journal of Friday last was then read and 
approved. 

MESSAGE FROM THE ILOUSE. 


A message from the House of Representatives, 
by Mr. McPuerson, its Clerk, announced that 
the House of Representatives had concurred in 


| the report of the committee of conference on the 


disagreeing votes of the two Houses on the bill 
(S. No. 36) to amend an act entitled ‘An act for 
enrolling and calling out the national forces, and 
for other purposes,’ approved March 3, 1863. 
EXECUTIVE COMMUNICATION. 

The PRESIDENT pro tempore laid before the 
Senate a report of the Assistant Secretary of War, 
communicating, in obedience to law, a statement 
of expenditures from the appropriations for con- 
tingencies of that Department, its offices and bu- 


| reaus, during the fiscal years ending June 30, 1862, 
and June 30, 1863; which was ordered to lie on 
| the table, and be printed. 


PETITIONS AND MEMORIALS. 


Mr. GRIMES. I present the petition of nu- 
merous men and women of West Liberty and 
vicinity, in the State of lowa, who represent that 
they believe slavery is the great cause of the pres- 
ent rebellion, that it is an institution fatal to the 


| life of the Republic, and they ask Congress to take 


measures to amend the Constitution so as to for- 

ever prohibit its existence within the jurisdiction 

of this Government. I move that it be referred 

to the select committee on slavery and freedmen. 
The motion was agreed to. 


BE. . February 23, 
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Mr. RAMSEY presented the memorial of Car 
lisle Doble, praying compensation for Services ren. 
dered and expenses incurred in carrying the maj 
on route No. 14006, between Taylor’s Falic 
Minnesota, and Superior, Wisconsin; which Wan 
referred to the Committee on Post Offices and Post 
Roads. ; 

Mr. MORGAN presented a memorial of the 
Chamber of Commerce of the State of New York. 
praying for legislation on the part of Congress 
to foster and support ocean steam navigation. 
which was referred to the Committee on Com: 
merce. 

Mr. WILSON presented the petition of H, § 
Parkhurst, of the thirty-ninth regiment Hlinois 
volunteers, and other soldiers in the service of 
the United States, praying for a bounty of $100. 
which was referred to the Committee on Military 
Affairs and the Militia. 

Mr. SUMNER presented a petition from citi. 
zens of New York, praying Congress to pass 
such laws as will put the soldiers of our Army 
onthe same footing as to pay, bounties, and pen- 
sion, without regard to difference of complexion; 
which was referred to the Committee on Military 
Affairs and the Militia. 

He also presented a petition from women of 
Ohio, setting forth that they sympathize deeply 
with those persons who have been freed from 
slavery by the present war, many of whom are 
in most destitute circumstances, and praying Con- 
gress to do something to ameliorate their condi- 
tion; which was referred to the select committee 
on slavery and freedmen. 

Mr. SUMNER. | also offer the petition of 
Job B. Stockton, of Fort Smith, in Arkansas. He 
sets forth that he is a citizen of the United States, 
and that he was one of the first if not the very 
first person commissioned as an officer in the vol- 
unteer service on the breaking out of the rebel- 
lion, and that he has remained 1n that service over 
two years. He says it is ‘‘an established fact, 
demonstrated every day in the American armics 
by actual practice, that the American citizen of 
African descent is the very best material of which 
to make a complete and perfect soldier; and as his 
loyalty is beyond question, and his allegiance to 
the United States cannot be tainted by tamper- 
ing,”’ he ** therefore prays Congress to pass a law 
establishing the regular standing Army atthe close 
of this rebellion at two hundred thousand men, to 
be composed entirely of colored men, and to be 
officered by white men.”? Thisis a petition from 
Arkansas. I ask its reference to the Committee 
on Military Affairs and the Militia. 

It was so referred. 

Mr. SUMNER. [also offer another petition 
from persons who represent that they volunteered 
and enlisted in the service of the United States for 
the term of nine months in the autumn of 1862, 
and that they performed the service faithfully, 
and at the time of their enlistment believed that 
they were to receive a bounty of twenty-five dol- 
lars, and that they have never received it, and 
they ask Congress to enable them to receive it. 
I move the reference of this petition to the Com- 
mittee on Military Affairs and the Militia. 

The motion was agreed to. 

Mr. SUMNER. I offer also another petition 
calling upon Congress to propose an amendment 
to the Constitution of the United States probibit- 
ing slavery or involuntary servitude any where 1!) 
the United States. This petition is signed first 
by Josiah Quincy, the oldest surviving member of 
Congress and one of our most eminent citizens, 
next by John A. Andrew, Governor of Massa- 
chusetts, and afterwards by the members of the 
Senate and of the House of Representatives of 
Massachusetts, and by other eminent citizens. 
As that subject is already before the Senate, I 
move that this petition lie on the table. 

The motion was agreed to. * 


PAPERS WITHDRAWN AND REFERRED. 
On motion of Mr. RIDDLE, it was 


Ordered, That the petition and other papers of the repre- 
sentatives of Hugh Montgomery, praying for remuneration 
for his losses and sacrifices and compensation for lis set 
vices during the revolutionary war, on the files of the Sen: 
ate, be referred to the Committee on Revolutionary € laims. 


REPORTS FROM COMMITTEES. 


Mr. HARLAN, from the Committee on Pub- 
lic Lands, to whom were referred the eet. 
petitions and memorials, asked to be discharg® 
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from their further consideration; which was 


greed to: 2 
jenn of the Legislature of Minnesota, 
for a grant of lands to make up the deficiency in 
the grant heretofore made to aid in the construc- 
tion of the Minneapolis and CedarValley railroad; 

A memorial of Joshua C. Brown, praying for 
the passage of a law authorizing him to locate 
upon and acquire title to different parcels of land 
in Utah and Nevada, on the same terms and 
conditions that he could acquire title thereto if 
such lands were open to private entry and were 
to be purchased at private sale; ’ 

A memorial of citizens of Wisconsin, remon- 
strating against an appropriation of lands to the 
State of Minnesota to aid in the construction of 
a railroad from the end of Lake Superior to the 
city of St. Paul, to run entirely on the Minne- 
gota side of the St. Croix river; 

A memorial of the Bay de Noquet and Mar- 
quette Railroad Company, of the State of Michi- 
van, remonstrating against any further legislation 
for the benefit of the Peninsular Railroad Com- 
pany; and 

A memorial of the common council of the city 
of St. Paul, praying for a grantof lands to aid in 
the construction of a railroad from St. Paul to the 
head of Lake Superior. 


ADMISSIONS TO MILITARY ACADEMY. 


Mr. WILSON submitted the following resolu- 
tion; which was considered by unanimous con- 
sent, and agreed to: 


Resolved, That the Committee on Military Affairs and the 
Militia be instructed to inquire into the expediency of in- 
creasing the number of cadets at the Military Academy to 
four hundred, of requiring the age of admission to be not 
less than seventeen years, of raising the standard of quali- 
feations for admission, and of changing the mode of rec- 
ommendation for appointment, so as to secure an exam- 


ination for admission based upon the comparative merits 
of the several candidates. 


BILL BECOME A LAW. 


_Amessage from the President of the United 
States, by Mr. Nicoxay, his Secretary, announced 
that the President had approved and signed, on 
the 19th instant, an act (S. No. 51) amendatory 
of and supplementary to an act to provide cir- 
cuit courts for the district of California and Ore- 
gon, and for other purposes, approved March 3, 
1863. 
OBJECTS OF THE WAR. 
Mr. CARLILE asked, and by unanimous con- 


sent obtained, leave to introduce the following 
joint resolution; which was read twice by its title, 
referred to the Committee on Military Affairs and 
the Militia, and ordered to be printed: 


. 


A joint resolution (S. No, 28) declaring the objects of the 
war. 

Resolved by the Senate and House of Representatives of 
the United States of America in Congress assembled: t. That 
the military power of the Government can only be right- 
fully exerted against individuals in arins opposing its au- 
thority. That the prosecution of hostilities against the cit- 
izens of the States in rebellion ought to be for the sole pur- 
pose OF Maintaining THE CONSTITUTIONAL Union, and for 
‘ue restoration of the Union upon the basis of the Consti- 
‘ution, leaving to each State the regulation of its own do- 

ic policy, and protecting each and all in the enjoyment 
ol the right of self-government as recognized by the Con- 
sulution of the United States. 

~. ‘That the President be requested to declare by procla- 
mation, whenever the people of any of the States now re- 
sisting the authority of the United States shall reorganize 
om State government by repudiating the crdinances of 
‘ecession adopted in their name, and shall recognize their 
ponigations wéhe Union under the Constitution, full par- 
“vn aud amnesty to the people of such State, assuring the 
cluzens thereof that all their rights of person and of prop- 
erty under the Constitution shall be restored to and enjoyed 
vy then; exeepting, however, from such pardon and am- 
me such persons as shall be designated by the Legisla- 

‘of the several States as fit persons to be held for trial 


beiore the judicial tribunals of the United States under the 
laws thereof, 


mest 


ENROLLED BILLS SIGNED. 


: A meteage from the House of Representatives, 
te Fe McPuerson, its Clerk, announced that 
ae anes of the House of Representatives had 
ee the following enrolled bill and joint reso- 


A bill (S. No. 36) toamend an act entitled An 
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act for enrolling and calling out the national forces, ||) Maryland, and Missouri, concerning elections in 


and for other purposes,’’ approved March 3, 1863; 
and 

A joint resolution (S. No. 27) relative to the 
transfer of persons in the military service to the 
naval service. 


INTERNAL REVENUE. 


Mr. FESSENDEN submitted the following 
report: 


The committee of conference on the disagreeing votes 
of the two Houses on the amendments to the bill (H. R. 
No. 122) ** to increase the internal revenue, and for other 
purposes,’ having met, after full and tree conference have 
agreed to recommend and do recommend to their respect- 
ive Houses as follows: 

That the House of Representatives recede from their dis- 
agreement to the third amendment of the Senate, and agree | 
to the same with the tollowing amendinents : 

In line six of said amendment strike out the word “sev- | 
enty” and insert in lieu thereof the words ‘ sixty-five 3”? | 
and in line eleven of said amendment strike out the word 
“eighty” and insert in lieu thereof the word ‘* seventy.” 

That the House of Representatives recede from their dis 
agreement tothe fifteenth amendment of the Senate, and | 
agree to the same with amendments, as follows: In line 
four of said amendment strike out the word “ fifty’? and in- 
sert in lieu thereof the words “ forty-five;”? and in line 
seven of said amendment strike out the word * sixty” and 
insert in lieu thereof the word “ fifty.”’ 

That the House of Representatives recede from their dis- 
agreement to the sixteenth amendment of the Senate, and 
agree to the same. 


————— eemeimaniain 
anna een 





W. P. FESSENDEN, 

TIMOTHY O. HOWE, 

REVERDY JOHNSON, 
Managers on the part of the Senate. 

THADDEUS STEVENS, 

FERNANDO WOOD, 
Managers on the part of the House. 

I dissent from this report. 

E. B. WASHBURNE. 

Mr. FESSENDEN. This report is signed by 
all the conferees on the part of the Senate, and by 
two of the conferees on the part of the House of | 
Representatives. Mr. Wasuburne, one of the 
conferees, dissents from the report. I willexplain 
the only change thatis made. The original scale 
fixed by the Senate was sixty cents up to the Ist 
day of July; after that and up to the Ist day of 
January seventy cents; and after that indefinitely 
eighty cents; and we made a corresponding change 
in the provision with regard to imported liquors. 
The conferees have agreed upon a less sum, sub- 
stituting sixty-five for seventy, and seventy for 
eighty, raising only five cents instead of ten. 
There was a disagreement, also, in regard to the 
duty on imported liquor on hand. The House 
agreed to strike out the duty on domestic liquors 
on hand, but disagreed as to the duty on im- 
ported liquor on hand. It is manifestly proper 
that they should compare. If they are retained 
in the one case they should be retained in the 
other; and if they are not retained in the one case | 
the same course should be taken in the other. It 


is substantially the bill as passed by the Senate | 


with the changes in the scale that I have stated. 
I should like to have action upon the report now. 
Mr. POWELL. [did not hear the honorable | 
Senator from Maine. I wish to inquire whether 
the bill as it now stands taxes liquor on hand? 
Mr. FESSENDEN. It does not. 
Mr. POWELL. I thought you said so. 
Mr. FESSENDEN. No,sir. I said that the 


House agreed with the Senate in striking out the | 


tax on domestic liquors on hand, but disagreed to 
striking out the tax on imported liquors on hand. 
They have now receded from that amendment 
with regard to the imported liquors. There is, 
therefore, no tax upon liquors on hand, either 
domestic or imported. , 

The PRESIDENT pro tempore. The question 
is on concurring in the report of the committee of 
conference. 

The report was concurred in. 


MILITARY INTERFERENCE WITII ELECTIONS. 
Mr. POWELL. 








those States; and I understand that there has been 
no response to it as yet. I desire to inquire of 
our Secretary whether or not that resolution was 
transmitted to the Secretary of War. 

The PRESIDENT pro tempore, (after consult- 
ing the Chief Clerk.) The Chair is advised that 
the resolution was transmitted on the day of its 
adoption. 

Mr.POWELL. Then I request that another 
copy be sent to the Secretary of War. I suppose 
it has been mislaid. 

PAY OF COLORED TROOPS. 

Mr. WILSON. I move now to take up the 


joint resolution to equalize the pay of troops. 
The motion was agreed to; and the Senate, as 


| in Committee of the Whole, resumed the consid- 








| 


I desire to make an inquiry. |, 


Some ten days or two weeks ago I introduced a || 


resolution, which was passed by the Senate, di- 
recting the Secretary of War to transmit to this | 
body the orders and instructions he had issued to 
the provost marshals in Kentucky, Delaware, 


eration of the joint resolution (S. No. 23) to equal- 
ize the pay of soldiers in the United States Army, 

The PRESIDENT pro tempore. It is within 
the recollection of the Chair that the Senator 
from Pennsylvania [Mr. Cowan] moved an 
amendment in the form of a substitute for the 
entire resolution. ‘That leaves the original reso- 
lution and the proposed substitute both open to 
amendment, by way of perfecting them before 
the question of substitution be taken. An amend- 
ment was proposed by the Senator from Massa- 
chusetts [Mr. ad as an amendment to the 
pending substitute, and it will be read, 

Mr. WILSON. I desire to modify that amend- 
ment, and I now send it to the Chair in the modi- 
fied form. 

The PRESIDENT pro tempore. The modi- 


fied amendment moved by the Senator from Mas- 


; sachusetts to the amendment of the Senator from 


Pennsylvania will be now read. 

Theamendment to the amendment was read, as 
follows: 

Strike out all after the word “that,”’ and insert: 

From and after the Ist day of March, 1964, the soldiers 
of the United States of the same grade and service shall be 
entitled to receive the same uniform, clothing, arms, equip 
ments, camp-equipage, rations, and medical and hospital 
attendance, pay, emoluments, and pensions; and that per- 
sons of color shall receive such sums in bounty as the Pres- 
ident shall order in the different States and parts of the Uni- 
ted States, not excceding $100. 

Mr. WILSON. I will simply say that the 
Senator from Pennsylvania proposes to amend 
the original joint resolution. I propose to amend 
his amendment to reach,1 think, the same object 
but more fully. If theamendmentoffered by him 
is to be adopted, I hope it will be first amended 
as I propose. 

Mr. COLLAMER. The Senator from Penn- 
sylvania is not here, but from the reading of his 
amendment at the time it was offered and the re- 
marks he made in explanation of it, [ should think 
that this amendment of the Senator from Massa- 
chusetts would seem to defeat the purpose the 
Senator from Pennsylvania had in view. Elis 
purpose was to avoid saying anything about color. 
He said that distinctions of color were not recog- 
nized in our Constitution,and he wanted the law 
made, agreeably to the Constitution, to speak of 
** persons’’and ** persons’’ only,and that was the 
object of his amendment. Now, we come right 
back to the use of the term ‘‘ persons of color’’ 
again. I desire to inquire of the Senator from 
Massachusetts wherein does the amendment he 
now offers to the amendment of the Senator from 
Pennsylvania differ from the original resolution? 

Mr. WILSON. It provides for perfect equal- 


| ity between the different classes of white troops 
| and black troops. 


The amendment of the Sena- 
tor from Pennsylvania does that, and so does thie 
amendment of mine. The difference is that my 
amendment is more full than that proposed by 
the Senator from Pennsylvania. The question of 


| bounties stands thus: most of us desire to put 


these troops on an equality with white troops; 
but we cannot have equality in regard to bounty 
among white men. We propose to give veteran 
soldiers one price and new volunteers another. 
Then there is a difference of condition and needs 
in the different sections of the country. A col- 
ored man in the loyal States should have the same 
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bounty asa white man; but in rebel States, when || of March. But my desire isto stand by the joint || from Kentucky, and I should like to have 


we take these persons into our service and sup- 
port their families—as we often have to do out of 
the public Treasui y—the question arises whether 
we should give the same bounty. While I de- 
sire to make perfect equality between white and 
colored troops, I do not want to take mon y out 
of the Treasury unless it is necessary to do it. 

Mr. COLLAMER. What is the difference, I 
again ask, between the amendment you now pro- 
pose as a substitute and the original resolution ? 

Mr. CONNESS. If the Senator will permit 
me one instant, 1 have just been examining these 
propositions. It appears that the original resolu- 
tion, as amended, provides for paying the same 
compensation to colored soldiers after the Ist of 
January last passed as is paid to white soldiers. 
The amendment offered by the Senator from Penn- 
sylvania proposes to pay the same compensation 
and put them on an equality from and after the 
passage of the resolution. Thy amendment now 
offered by the Senator from Massachusetts, the 
chairman of the Committee on Military Affairs, 
proposes that this equality shall begin from and 
after the Ist day of March next. I do not un- 
derstand why the chairman of the Committee on 
Military Affairs retires from his former proposi- 
tion. 

Mr. WILSON. I donot. I am for the original 
proposition, and prefer it toany amendment what- 
ever. 

Mr. CONNESS. 
here to it. 

Mr. GRIMES. The purpose that the Senator 
from Massachusetts has is to amend the substi- 
tute offered by the Senator from Pennsylvania, so 
that, if that substitute shall be adopted in place of 
the original resolution, it will be perfect. 

Mr. CONNESS. ThenI would suggest to him 
to make the proposition conform to the vote al- 
ready given by the Senate, to make the compen- 
sation begin fromand after the Ist day of January. 

Mr. GRIMES. That will come up on the 


Then I suggest that we ad- 


question of adopting this asa substitute for the ori- | 


ginal proposition. T am going to vote for the 
original proposition; but I am in favor of making 


outvoted in the Senate I shall not have a bill totally 
objectionable, 

Mr. WILSON. If the Senate willallow mea 
single moment I willstate the case as | understand 
it. I offered the original resolution making this 
equality of pay among our troops. It was referred 
to the Committee on Military Affairs, and that 
committee reported it us it was introduced, making 
it retrospective. It came into the Senate, and on 
consideration it was evident that but a very small 
portion of this body was in favor of the resolution 
asreported. The retrospective portion of the res- 
olution was stricken out on my motion, and the 
first day of the year substituted. I saw clearly 
that the retrospective clause would be stricken 
out, and that the resolution might not pass for 
three months tocome. I supposed we had gained 
a great deal for the colored soldiers when we fixed 
the first day of the year. 

Mr. CONNESS. Why aotadhere to it? 

Mr. WILSON. I am free to say that | prefer 
the original resolution; but the Senator from 
Pennsylvania [Mr. Cowan] moved an amend- 


ment to it, In order to avoid, as he said, the | 


word *‘color.”’ I propose to amend that amend- 
ment so as to make it as near perfect as I can, so 
that if the amendment should be adopted we shall 
have it in the best form. 

Mr. CONNESS. Then I suggest to the Sen- 
ator, in place of offering the amendment that he 
has offered,to amend the amendment so that the 
compensation shall begin from and after the Ist 
day of January. Why leave that position? I 
do not understand it. 

Mr. WILSON. The Senator says he does 
not understand it. Itisveryplain. ‘The amend- 
ment of the Senator from Pennsylvania [Mr. 
Cowan] proposes to give equal pay and bounties, 
to commence on the passage of the resolution, and 
it may not pass Congress until May or June. By 
fixing the Istday of March we have a good start- 
ing-point. The original resolution does not con- 
tain equality of bounties, and if Senators will not 
give the bounty of $100 to all colored persons en- 
listed in the rebel States, they surely would not 

*consent to go back to the Ist day of January and 


give the large bounties whichexpire on the Istday |! cept to 
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resolution as I introduced it, as reported by the | 
Military Committee, and amended by the vote of 
the Senate. 
Mr. CONNESS. Then I would letthisamend- 
ment go without amendment. 
Mr. WILSON. Suppose it should be adopted? | 
Mr. CONNESS. There is no fear of that. 
The PRESIDENT pro tempore. The question 
is on the amendment moved by the Senator from 


| 


Massachusetts [Mr. Wirson] as an amendment || 


‘ i 
to the amendment moved by the Senator from | 


Pennsylvania, (Mr. Cowan. ] ' 
Theamendment to the amendment was rejected. | 
| Mr. DAVIS. 


I will inquire if the proposition 
which I offered as an amendment in the form of | 


a substitute to the proposition of the Senator from || ?°. d 
|| [tis a labor I would not impose on anybody; and 


Pennsylvania be in order now? 
The PRESIDENT pro tempore. Itis in order. 
Any amendment to the amendment proposed as 


a substitute, or to the original proposition, is in | 


order. 
Mr. DAVIS. 
| tions which I offered as an amendment in the 
nature of a substitute for the proposition of the 
| Senator from Pennsylvania. 
TheSecretary read the amendment to the amend- 


| 


word ** that,’’ and insert the following: 


j 


| All negroes and mulattoes, by whatever term designated, 


in the military service of the United States, be, and the same || : 
| are hereby, declared to be discharged from such service, || of the service. 


| and shall be disarmed as soon as practicable; but the Presi- 


| dent of the United States may retain such of said negroes | 
| and mulattoes as he shall deem proper in the military ser- | 


vice as teamsters and laborers; and the commandauts of 
the respective regiments to which said slaves may be at- 
tached shall issue to their owner or owners a certificate of 
| their employment in the service of the Government. 
| dnd be it further resolved, That every loyal owner of any 
| slave that has been heretofore or that may hereatter be 
| taken into the service and for the use of the United States 
| shall be entitled to a fair and reasonable compensation for 
| the services of such slave for the time such slave may have 
| been or may be in such service, to be paid quarterly; and 
where any slave may have been killed or died through ex- 
| posure, or may have been disabled in such service, the 
| owner or owners ofall such slave or slaves shall be entitled 
| to such compensation as will reasonably satisfy them for 


, a |, all damages that he, she, or they may have sustained by 
the substitute as perfect as I can, so that if I am \| 


| reason of the death or disability ofany such slave orslaves ; 
| and where any such slave or slaves may become a fugitive 


\\ and be not returned to the owner, the United States shall 


| pay the owner or owners the reasonable value of the ser- 

| vice of such slave or slaves. 

| And be it further resolved, ‘That the owner or owners of 

any slave cutitled to pay and compensation as hereinbefore 
provided for, may make out his, her, or their account there- 

| for against the United States, and upon filing the same at 

| the Treasury Department, sustained by such vouchers and 


proofs as are required ordinarily to support accounts against | 


| the United States, the same shall be audited and paid by 
| the proper officers, out of any money in the Treasury not 
| otherwise appropriated. 
| Mr. CONNESS. I ask for the yeas and nays 
| on the amendment to the amendment. 
| The yeas and nays were ordered. 
| Mr. CLARK. I desire to say a few words 
upon the amendment proposed by the Senator 
from Kentucky to the amendment offered by the 
Senator from Pennsylvania, and the subject-mat- 
| ter of it. I do not think that I shall add or say 
anything new on the subject; but as that amend- 
| ment has brought so directly before the Senate 
| the employment of negroes in putting down this 
| rebellion I desire fora moment to be heard on that 
| point, 
| The Administration have been busy for a year 
_ or so inarming and bringing into the service black 
| men, the men who have been held in slavery. I 
|| have thought that I could see in the employment 
| of these men the hand of retributive justice visited 
|| upon crime. I agree entirely with what was so 
| well expressed by the Senator from Maryland 
[Mr. Jounson] the other day, that we northern 
men had not been mainly instrumental in destroy- 
| ing slavery, which he conceded was in effect dead, 
| but it was the retribution of Heaven upon a stu- 
| pendouscrime. I think I see a fitness in empley- 
| ing these black men who have been held so long 
'| in slavery, to destroy the institution which has 
'| bound them. 
The Senator from Kentucky now proposes that 
‘| we disarm those men who have been brought into 
| the service; that we take from them their muskets 
or their swords, or whatever they wield; that we 
|| do not only discharge them from the service, but 
1 keep them as teamsters, to dig in the trenches, and 





to do - service for which they may be taken, ex- 
) I desire to ask the Senator 


ear arms. 


AL GLOBE. 


} 
Then I move the three resolu- | 


| ment, to strike out allof the amendment after the | 


} 
! 








February 23 
ining ello nien pec ae ’ 


° . o, get > him 
answer it here now if he will—I submit itin aj " 


| spect to him—why those men should not be armed 
|| and put into the service of the country? 


Idon 
a : ere ee Ot 
insist that he shall answer if it is atall unpleasant 


to him now, but I should desire him to do go if 
he could do itconcisely, that I might address my- 
self to his objection. 


| Mr. DAVIS. I will do it very concisely, | 


| have answered that question many times jn this 
Senate, and I do not think it is necessary to re. 

| peat it again. 

| Mr. CLARK. Ofcourse I will take what the 

| Senator says, that he has answered itmany times 

| and he does not desire to answer it again, Then 


|| | must look over perhaps the many long speeches 


| he has made in order to see what his answer js 


I did not know but he might tell me ina few 
words what really was his objection. 

| Mr. DAVIS. The Senator is much worse em. 
ployed very often. 

Mr. CLARK. It may be that I am very much 
worse employed, but I have no taste for that kind 
of employment just now. 

Mr. DAVIS. Why do you want me to repeat 
it, then? 

Mr. CLARK. But if the Senator will not an- 
| swer me now, as I have no time to stop to read 
| these speeches at this time, I must go along and 
| state what are my objections to turning them out 





|| Mr. President, the question is not one as to the 
payment of money to the black man; but it is 
|| that by the employment of the black man, in 
|| addition to what I have said, we save the white 
|| man. Ifthe Senator from Kentucky, orany other 
man who holds the notions which I suppose he 

does, undertakes to say that the black man is not 
worth so much as the white man, that he wil! 
not make so good a soldier, then I submit to him 
and to every other person who hears me, that it 
is a matter of self-interest to this country to em- 
ploy the black man if he will do even tolerably 
well in putting down this rebellion; and I desire 
to say here that I am for employing every black 
man we can bring efficiently into the service, for 
the reason that it saves the blood of the white 
man and helps put this rebellion down quicker. 
1 want that black man to have arms in his hands. 
I glory in the opportunity of putting arms in his 
|| hands, that when he puts down the rebellion he 
may put down forever the institution which has 
enslaved him. I hail in it the safety of the black 
man. I glory in his elevation; and I say here to 
the Senator from Kentucky, and I say it unhesi- 
| tatingly, that when you have put arms in the 
hands of the black man you cannot enslave him; 
and therefore | would give him arms. [| would 
make his arms his protection. I would teach 
him to respect himself as a man, and to fee! that 
he is respected, and his rights preserved. [tis 
for this reason, in short, that I oppose this amend- 
ment of the Senator from Kentucky. 

While I am up, sir, I desire to say further, that 
\| l am in favor of the resolution as originally offered 
|| by the Senator from Massachusetts, [Mr. Wi- 
son.] I desire to pay these black men whi have 
been put into the service from the earliest time 
|| they have been efficiently employed. I do not 
understand why it is that men are to bare their 
bosoms for the country’s cause, why they are to 
|| meet the enemy with arms in their hands, why 
they are to be slaughtered, why they are to be 
wounded, why they are to give their blood free!y 
to the country, aad wat be paid for that service. 
I do not know that we can conveniently reach the 
matter so as to give every one of these black men 
pay from the moment he is called into the service 
of the country; but I would certainly give this pey 
to those black men who have been in the field, and 
especially those who have been in battle. Why 
should not the men who stood up before Wagner, 
why should not the men at Vicksburg, why should 
not the men all along the Mississippi, though they 
be black men, if they have been in the service, be 
paid for their service? 

I know very well that when we first talked about 
'| employing these black men, it was a matter o! - 
| periment. This Senate was very timid —* 
‘| subject. We did not know how these men mis uM 
|| fight. We did not know how well the ann) 
} might bear the service or the employment o! '™ 
|| black man; and if Senators will refer to the acts 
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nassed on the subject, which was the confiscation | 
aa we provided that the President might employ | 
in such way as he thought proper, and in 
cuch service as he thought proper, and in such 
organizations as he thought proper, but we did 
pot say a word about their pay. We did notsay | 


them 


anything 


month. We did not say anything about putting 
them on a level with other soldiers; but we left it 
for the President if, in his discretion, he thought 
it well to employ these black men, to put into the 
service in such way and manner as he thought 
proper so many ofthemashethought proper. 

The next act on the subject was the one in 
which we provided that he might employ them 
upon intrenchments or In teaming, or any other 
service for which he found them fit, and give them 
ten dollars per month, It was not known then 
that the black man was to be a good soldier; but 
when the negro was brought into the service of 
the country he vindicated himself. He showed 
that he could make a good soldier. He showed 
that he could make a good fighter. He showed 
that he could makea good marcher. He showed 
that he was obedient to discipline. He showed 
that in some cases he could endure more than the 
white man, and was equally loyal and ready to 
fight. Then, if the black man makes a good sol- 
dier, if he goes readily to the fight, if he stands 
up firmly and bravely and gives his blood and 
his life to the country, [ ask, why should he not 
be paid? Can anybody tellme? ILask you, Mr. 
President, when in this country there have been 
those who have trodden down this black man for 
more than three quarters of a century, and when 
now in our need and misery and in our affliction 
wecallupon him tocome and help us put down this 
rebellion, lask youif itis notineffably mean to re- 
fuse to pay him what he deserves? Nomatter where 
thecountry ’sdefender comes from, no matter what 
be the color of hisskin, if heisa brave man, if he is 
aloyal man, if he stands up to the fight, I am for 
giving him his pay from the earliest time he is 
putinto the field. I would give those brave men 
of Massachusetts their pay from the time they 
were enlisted; | would give those South Carolina 
men their pay from the time they went into the 
service; and so with allothers. I do not believe 
that this country 1s so poor that it must be illib- 
eral or unjust. I say these men should be paid, 
and [ shall give no vote that does not look to their 
payment. 

The PRESIDENT pro tempore. The question 
is on agreeing to the amendment moved by the 
Senator from Kentucky to the amendment moved 
by the Senator from Pennsylvania, upon which 
the yeas and nays have been ordered. 

The question being taken by yeas and nays, 
resulted—yeas 7, nays 30; as follows: 

YEAS—Messrs. Buckalew, Carlile, Davis, Powell, Rid- 
dle, Sauisbury, and Wright—7. 

NAYS—Messrs. Chandler, Clark, Collamer, Conness, 
Dixon, Fessenden, Foot, Foster, Grimes, Hale, Harding, 
Harlan, Harris, Henderson, Howard, Howe, Johnson, Lane 
of Indiana, Lane of Kansas, Morgan, Morrill, Nesmith, 
Ramsey, Sherman, Sumner, Ten Eyek, Van Winkle, 
Wade, Willey, and Wilson—30. 


_ So the amendment to the amendment was re- 
jected. 
Mr. COLLAMER. I propose to amend the 


cveginel joint resolution by adding to it the fol- 
Owing: 





All persons enlisted or mustered into the service as vol- 
untecrs under the call dated October 17, 1853, for three 
hundred thousand volunteers, who were at the time of en- 
listiuent actually, and for six months previous had been, 
resident inhabitants of the State in whieh they volun- 
teered, shall receive from the United States the same 
amount of bounty, without regard to color: Provided, how- 
o, lhat the foregoing provision shall not extend to any 
“tite which the President by proclamation has declared in | 
a state of insurrection. 

Mr. President, | ought perhaps to state by way | 
of preface and apology for presenting this propo- | 
a the fact that in the State in which I reside | 
“illerence of color between men is not known either 
in ts Constitution orits laws, and our colored men 
Were enrolled, subject to draft, and drafted in the 
‘ame manner as white people. When the draft 
Was made last summer, some of our colored people 
a drafted. After that draft was through, when 
= call was made in October again for three hun- 

oe thousand men, which we were assured if | 
ed up would prevent any further draft, exer- | 
dan were made in the State to do that, and they 

i@it. [twas done by adding to the bounty which | 








Congress, they will find in the firstact which we || 


THE 


about giving them thirteen dollars per || 


the Government offered of $300 for raw recruits, 
from $300 to $500 apiece by the different towns. 
The town in which I live had in it some colored 
inhabitants. We understood that they were to 
be all the same in the volunteers as they were in 
the draft; we offered our bounties without regard 
to color; and black men and white men entered 
into the service and were mustered in, and they 


| received the town bounty of from $300 to $500 








apiece without regard to color. After the quota 
was made up by the State and the men had ren- 


dezvoused at Brattleboro’, the Government pro- | 


ceeded to muster them into the service by inspec- | 
tion, and on ordering them pay they paid the $300 | 


Government bounty to all the white men and 


they told the colored men they must go without | 


any. That was the first intimation our people 
had that there was any difference between them 
in relation to pay. 

I cannot state the precise number of these men, 
but there were from forty to sixty,a company of 
them, and I would mention one thing as wae 


the character of the men: every man among them | 


wrote his name to his articles of enlistment; not 
one made his mark. There was no man among 
them but could have commanded his two dollars 
a day at home. They were from twenty to forty- 
five years old, able-bodied men. 
sensation was produced not merely among them, 
but among the white people and the white sol- 
diers who surrounded them; but they were car- 
ried away without any pay and without any as- 
surance of any or any hope of any that I know 
of, and went away in great distress. 

Under these circumstances | cannot but feel it 
to be my ey to ask to have the bounty paid to 
these men. 
be paid where a State has sent off South or else- 
where and procured them. I ask, and thatismy 
proposition, that the bounty shall be paid alike 
to men, regardless of color, if they were actually 


A very great | 


do not ask that colored men shall | 


inhabitants, residents of the State, and had been | 


so six months before the time of their enlistment. 
I have no more to say aboutit. It seems to me 
a very clear case of equity and justice, and I feel 
that itis my duty to claim it 

Mr. FESSENDEN. 


In the individual case to | 


which the Senator alludes I perhaps agree with | 


him; and I do not know but that there may be 
some other cases of a similar description; but it 


strikes me, as the amendment is worded, it would | 


be likely to cover many cases where no such 
yromise was made and no such understanding 
So. Take, for instance, the troopsin Maryland. 
They have raised several regiments there, and 
raised them under the peculiar promises that were 
made to them. It would cover them as well. It 
would cover all, I suppose. 

Mr. COLLAMER. I would ask the gentleman 
if he knows what were the terms on which they 
were enlisted? 

Mr. FESSENDEN. I do aot know that they 
were raised under that particular promise; but this 
amendment provides for paying so much to vol- 
unteers, and may include them. 

Mr. COLLAMER. Were those men enrolled 
and subject to draft? 


Mr. FESSENDEN. I do not know. 


CONGRESSIONAL GLOBE. 


i771 


Mr.COLLAMER. Was there anything said 
about their getting a bounty? 

Mr.SAULSBURY. I never heard a word of it. 

Mr. FESSENDEN. I cannot vote for this 
amendment if it is to be pushed on this resolution 
to-day 

Mr.COLLAMER. There is no other on which 
to put it. 

Mr. FESSENDEN. Unless the Senator in- 
troduces anew one; and of that he will judge. All 
I ask is that it may go over until we can get the 
proper information to see how far it will go, and 
to what cases it will apply. It is entirely unsafe 
to legislate here on the assertions and recollection 
of Senators as to a particular statement that has 
been made. That we have experienced often. 
By legislating in that way we may get ourselves 
into a difficulty that it will be hard to get out of. 
If the Senator from Massachusetts will consent 
to let the joint resolution go over toa subsequent 
day, until we can obtain the requisite information 
on the amendment proposed, to see how far it 
applies, it may perhaps be put into a position 
where I can vote for it. Onthe statement of the 
honorable Benator from Vermont, I feel disposed 
to vote for his amendment; but it is unsafe to act 
on it until we get more information than we have 
now. I hope the Senator from Massachusetts 
will consent to let the resolution go over until to- 
morrow, so that we may get this information, 
because it isa very important amendment, and 
one which we ought not to act upon without more 
information. 

Mr. COLLAMER. 
that course. 

The PRESIDENT pro tempore. The pending 
question is on the amendment moved by the Sen- 
ator from Vermont. 


Mr. FESSENDEN. 





I have no objection to 


And it is in order that 


we may get the requisite information of the ex- 
| tent of that amendment that I suggest that we 


Mr. COLLAMER. These men went because y 


they might as well go and take the bounties as 
wait to be drafted. ‘They were all on the rolls. 

Mr. FESSENDEN. I am not sufficiently 
aware of the facts to vote on the Senator’s prop- 
osition. Isay to him distinctly thatif these men 
were enrolled and subject to draft, and were taken 
into the service on that understanding, and pre- 
cisely in the same way that white men were, I 
see no reason why they should not have the same 
bounty; and I agree with him on that subject. I 
do not see any reason for the distinction; but in 
making a general provision we should be careful 
that we do not run the Government to very great 
expense in reference to men who really are -not 
entitled to the money, and I want time to look 
into it. 

Mr. SAULSBURY. Will the Senator from 


Maine allow me a moment? I happened to be 


on the Eastern Shore of Maryland when many of 


these enlistments were made. The Government 
sent steamers to certain towns on that shore, and 
notice was given out that any negroes who wished 
to enter the military service would be received on 


the steamboats; and I saw some of them taken off 
on a steamboat. 


take a little more time with it, because it may 
have a vastly more extensive operation than i 
would appear to have on the face of it. 

Mr. WILSON. To accommodate gentlemen, 
I move to postpone the further consideration of 
this resolution until to-morrow. 

The motion was agreed to. 


LIEUTENANT GENERAL. 


Mr. WILSON. I now move to take up the 
House bill reviving the grade of lieutenant 
eral. 

Mr. FESSENDEN. Before the question is 
put on that motion | wish to make a suggestion 
to the Senator from Massachusetts. i am as 
ready myself to act upon the bill providing for a 
lieutenant general now as at any time, but we 
have already had the roll of the Senate called and 
it appears that we have barely enough to make 
a quorum. It would be very desirable that we 
should have a full Senate when we act upon a }yit! 
of that character, and as there is considerable 
business to be done in executive session I suggest 
whether we had not better spend the rest of the 
day in acting on that kind of business to which 
there is no objection, and thus get rid of it and 
prevent its occupying our time hereafter. 

Mr. WILSON. I am willing after the bill 
shall be taken up to go into executive session. 

Mr. FESSENDEN. Very well; I have no 
objection to that. 

Mr. WILSON. 
bill through. 

The motion to take up the bill was agreed to. 

Mr. SUMNER. I move that the Senate pro- 


re) - 


6 


Iam very anxious to get this 


| ceed to the consideration of executive business. 


Mr. SHERMAN. 
bill. 

Mr. SUMNER. I doubt if we can. 

Mr. SHERMAN. Rather than delay a com- 
pliment of this kind, I would at once consent to 
agree to the amendments of our Military Com- 
mittee, and pass the bill in that shape. 

Mr. FESSENDEN. We have hard work to 
get a quorum here, even after sending out for mem- 
bers. 

Mr. SHERMAN. I think there will be no diffi- 
culty in keeping a quorum here to act upon the 
bill now before the Senate. It seems to me that 
we ought not to delay action on a complimentar 
bill of this character, If we are to pass it at all, 
let us pass it promptly; and, asa friend of the 
House bill unaltered, | would rather agree at once 


Oh,no! Let us finish the 
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to the adoption of the amendments of our com- 
mit nd itin that shape than have it longer 
delayed. I | not detain the body by discus- 
enate will act on the bill. 





i ut Ih e the S 
Vir. FESSENDEN. My objectionis founded 
very idea that it is in a great degree com- 


vtary; but perhaps we have no right to as- 
, though we know the fact; and I say 
i order to make it so we oughtto havea full 
te when we actupon it, and nota bare quo- 
rum. ‘The Senator must be aware that on the 
call of the roll before we were obliged to send 
out for members in order to make a quorum. 
Mr. SHLERMAN. I do not think the question | 
is one of sufficient doubt to call fora division. 
Mr. FESSENDEN. If the bill be passed to- 
day it will be by a very lean vote. 
Mr. SHERMAN. Perhaps as large a vote to- 
5 : day as at any other time. 
" Mr. FESSENDEN., I think thaton a matter 
discussed so much we ought to have a full vote. 
The PRESIDENT pro tempore. The question 
: is on the motion of the Senator from Massachu- | 
: that the Senate proceed to the consideration 
of executive business. , 
‘The question being put, it was declared that the | 
Ayes apy ired to prevail, 
Mr. SHERMAN called for a division. 
Mr. SUMNER, A division will show that we 
have not a quorum here. 

Mr.SHERMAN. We know thatif we go into 
executive session, divisions will occur almost im- | 
mediately; and therefore, if we are without a 
} quorum, that fact may as well be ascertained 
! 


: 
t 


sett 


a 
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now. 

Mr. SUMNER. I will state that there is busi- | 
ness which it is important to act upon in execu- 
tive session, with regard to which I think there 
will be no division, but which must in the nature 
of the case take a little time. 

‘The Senate being divided on the motion of Mr. 
SumMNER, there were 15 ayes and 7 noes. 

The PRESIDENT pro lempore. There is not 
a quorum voting 

i Mr. SHERMAN, Icall forthe yeas and nays. | 
‘ Mr. HALE. 1 move that the Senate adjourn. 
There is no use in sitting here without a quorum. 

The PRESIDENT pro tempore. 
of the Senator from New Hampshire is in order. | 

Mr. SHERMAN. I call for the yeas and nays 
on that motuuon. 

The yeas and nays were ordered. 

Mr. HOWARD. I am requested to say that 
the absence of the Senator from Hlinois {Mr. 


A 

iB: TRUMBULL] is in consequence of severe illness in 
t his family, by which he is called away, and he is 
Bs not able to assure the Senate at what time he can 
b return, 

; The question being taken by yeas and nays, on 

the motion of Mr, Hare, resulted—yeas 3, nays 


34; as follows: 


Y HAS —Moeesrs. Davis, Hale, and Saulsbury—3. 
* NAYS—Messrs. Buckalew, Carlile, Chandler, Clark, 
: Collamer, Conness, Dixon, Fessenden, Foot, Foster, Har- 


ding, Harlan, Harris, Henderson, Howard, Howe, Johnson, 
/ Lane of tndiana, Lane of Kansas, McDougall, Morgan, 
Morrill, Nesmith, Powell, Ramsey, Riddle, Sherman, Sum- 


ner, Von Byek, Van Winkle, Wade, Willey, Wilson, and 
‘ Wright—34 


—_ 


So the Senate refused to adjourn. 
ti The PRESIDENT pro tempore. A quorum 
i being now present, the question recurs on the mo- 
tion of the Senator from Massachusetts that the 
{ ; Senate proceed to the consideration of executive 
{ busmess, 
‘The motion was agreed to; and after sometime 
i spent in executive session, the doors were re- 
ee) opened, and the Senate adjourned. 
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The House met at twelve o’clock, m. 
hy the Chaplain, Rev. W. H. Cuannine. 
4 Phe Journal of Friday last was read and ap- 
ay proved 
i a i od. 


ni EXECUTIVE COMMUNICATION. 


Prayer 


I he SPEAKER, by unanimous consent, laid 
ee |. before the House a communication from the War 
Department, transmitting a statement of the ex- 





‘t penditure of the contingent fund of that Depart- 
ment; which was ordered to be printed, and re- 


ferred to the Committee on Expenditures in the 
é War Department, 


| 


'| impression we left the Hall. 


The motion |) 


| ilege now of recording our votes. 


THE CONGRESSIONAL GLOBE. 


CONTESTED ELECTION IN MISSOURI. 

The SPEAKER, by unanimous consent, laid 
before the House de positions in the contested- 
election case between James Lindsey and John 
G. Scott, from the third congressional district of 
Missouri, on the part of the contestant; which 
were referred to the Committee of Elections. 


VOTES ON THE ENROLLMENT BILL. 
Mr. MALLORY. 


record my vote on the report of the committee of 


|| conference upon the conscription bill. 


| Mr. WASHBURNE, of Illinois. 


I object. 
Mr. MALLORY. I hope the gentleman will 
withdraw the objection. I,in common with many 
| others, understood that no vote would be taken 
' on that matter on Friday evening, and under that 
We were anxious, 
and we are anxious still, to record our votes on 
| that measure, and | hope the House will not be 
found wanting in courtesy by refusing us the priv- 
I will say to 
the gentleman from Ohio [Mr. Scnenck] | have 


|| no idea we canchange the result. If he finds there 


is any danger of that he can withdraw his consent. 

Mr. SCHENCK. This is nota matter of court- 
|esy. I expected the first application would come 
from this side of the House. On Friday we were 
left very nearly without a quorum, and | shall now 
object to every application of this kind except 
where the applicant was absent on account of sick- 
ness, 

Mr. MALLORY. I was very unwell and had 
been for some time, and I was worn out with the 
long session on that day before I left. I ask the 
| gentleman if he will now object to my voting? 
Mr. SCHENCK declined to withdraw his ob- 
| jection. 
| Mr. MALLORY. I should have voted ‘* no.”’ 

Mr. GRIDER. lLask unanimous consent to 
record my vote on the conscript bill. 

The SPEAKER. The gentleman from Ohio 
says he objects to every application to vote, ex- 
cept where sickness prevented the applicant from 
voting. 

Mr. SCHENCK. Lam compelled to object. 

Mr. GRIDER. I would have voted in the neg- 
ative, 

Mr. WASHBURNE, of Illinois. I call for the 
regular order of business. 

Mr. BOYD. 1 wish to record my vote on the 
conscript bill. 

Objection was made. 


MESSAGE FROM THE SENATE. 


| A message from the Senate, by Mr. Hickey, 
| their Chief Clerk, announced that the Senate had 
| agreed to the report of the committee of conference 


|| upon the disagreeing votes of the two Houses on 
| the bill (H. R. No. 122) to increase the internal | 
|| revenue, and for other purposes. 


} FREEDMEN’S AFFAIRS. 


The SPEAKER, The regular order of busi- 
ness is called for. The call for committees for 
reports is in order; and under that call the House 
| resumes the consideration of the bill (H. R. No. 
| 51) to establish a Bureau of Freedmen’s Affairs, 
| on which the gentleman from Pennsylvania (Mr. 





|| KeLLey) is entitled to the floor. 


Mr. KELLEY took the floor. 
| Mr. HARDING. I ask the gentleman from 
| Pennsylvania to allow me to make a statement. 
The report of the committee of conference on the 
| enrollment bill was brought up ata very late hour 
on Friday evening, at a time when no man inthe 
House expected it would be brought up. The 


|| hour was so late that the report then took every 


| man by surprise, 


| 


| 


} 


At that late hour a gentleman 

| was upon the floor making alengthy speech; and 

I regard the bringing in of that report then as tak- 

| ing an unfair advantage of those who were absent, 

| | would have voted against that iniquitous meas- 
ure had I been here. 

Mr. BLAIR, of West Virginia. Iask the con- 

sent of the gentleman from Pennsylvania to say 

| that if I had been here on Friday I should have 


voted in favor of the report of the committee of 


| conference on the conscription bill, 
| Mr. KELLEY resumed the floor. 
Mr. STEBBINS. Will the gentleman give way 
to me for a moment? 
Mr. KELLEY. I cannot, if it is to come out 
of my time; otherwise I will gladly yield, 





I ask unanimous consent to | 
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} Mr. STEBBINS. I desire to introduce a resy. 
|| lution which will give rise to no debate, 

| Mr. SPALDING. I object. 

| Mr. ELIOT. Will the gentleman from Penn- 
| sylvania yield to me for a moment? 

| Mr. KELLEY. I understand that the chair. 
man of the committee, whose bill I am about to 
sustain, proposes to offer an amendment to the 
bill, and I hope the gentleman from Ohio [Mr. 
Sprarpinc] will withdraw his objection for that 
|| purpose. 

|| Mr. ELIOT. | offer the amendment which | 
send to the Clerk’s desk. 

Mr. ANCONA. I object. 

The SPEAKER. The gentleman from Mag. 
sachusetts can modify his amendment. 

Mr. ELIOT. That is all I want to do. |; 
will make the bill more acceptable to gentlemen 
opposite. 

r. MALLORY. Irise toa question of order, 
Have I nota right to object to the gentleman from 
Pennsylvania [Mr. Kevrey] yielding the floor? 

The SPEAKER. The gentleman could have 
done so if he had objected in time, but he did not 
do so. 

Mr. MALLORY. I objected as soon as | 
found out what the gentleman wanted. 

The SPEAKER. The gentleman asked to 
have the privilege of modifying his amendment. 

Mr. ANCONA. And I rose in my place and 
objected. 

"he SPEAKER. The Chair heard the gen- 
tleman from Pennsylvania, but the objection came 
too late. 

Mr. ELIOT. 
cations: 

At the end of section one add the words ‘ nor concern- 

ing any other persons than freedmen.”’ 

On page 5, in section six, after the words “ reai estate,” 

in line nineteen, insert the words “ within such districts,” 

Strike out “therefrom” in section six, line twenty-four, 

and insert * from said lands.”? 
| I now ask that the bill as amended be printed. 

Mr. ANCONA. I object. 
|| Mr. KELLEY. Mr. Speaker, mutation is the 

law of our life. Paradoxical as it may seem, no 
| law is more immutable or inexorable than this. 

‘* Passing away’’ is written on all material things. 
Nothing bideth in one stay; and, sir, much of pain 





I propose the following modifi- 


and anguish as these ever-recurring changes, the 
inevitable product of swift-winged time, may 
bring, they are the sole source of hope and aspi- 
ration; they are the method and sure guarantee of 
progress, social and political. Stagnation is death. 
Bats and owls undoubtedly have their place in the 
economy of nature, but in their love of the twilight 
‘| and darkness that succeed the day they do not 
symbolize the wise and sagacious statesman. 
That nation is in a bad way whose legislators’ 
intellectual vision is from the back oftheir heads; 
whose faith ignores eternal laws because they are 
invisible, and lays hold only of such palpable facts 
as that pepper is hot in the mouth, and that when 
the sun is at meridian it should be noon by theal- 
manac; and whose hope sings no joyful prophecy 
of a better future, but spends itself on a sad refrain 
made up of legend and tradition. The wise states- 
man—indeed, he who is at all a statesman is keen 
and far-sighted—notes the ever-recurring new 
facts of the newday. He watches the progress 
ofsentimentand opinion. He observes the devel- 
opment of the material resources of his country 
\| and of the world. He pays regard to the great 
|| eternal laws of justice, right, and truth, and from 
time to time so modifies those habits, custonis, 
and institutions which are vicious or essentially 
temporary and transitory as to bring the order of 
society into harmony with nature’s laws, and thus 
secure the prosperity and peace of the people. 
Sir, statesmanship would have averted the re- 
bellion that now scourges our country. The 
fathers of the country saw the character of sle- 
very. They gave us the Ordinance of 1757, which 
forever prohibited it north and west of the Ohio 
river. They excluded from our Constitution the 





words ‘slave’ and ‘ slavery,’’ because they be~. 


lieved the institution to be transitory, and would 
not cause the blush of shame to mantle the cheeks 
of their descendants by recording in that endur- 
ing instrument the fact that an institution so I 
compatible with its scope and spirit had ever eX- 
isted under it, Had their counsels prevailed, of 
had statesmen succeeded them in the government 
of the country, slavery would have long since 
| been abolished, and other questions than those 
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which now distract our country would have been 
in process of solution at the hands ofa peaceful, 
prosperous, and mighty people. But it was not 
so ordered. The Government was confided to the 
hands of wicked and short-sighted demagogues, 
and they, by disregarding the immutable laws ot 
right and justice, have involved us in war; and it 
is the part of the statesman and the wise legis- 
lator to accept the facts of the day as he finds them, 
to apply to them controlling and enduring princi- 
Jos, and thus toevoke beauteous order outof the 
Y aeueery chaos that surrounds us. This he may 
do by inaugurating a system of paid labOr that 
shall be in harmony with the spirit of the age and 
Christian civilization. — : 

The bill under consideration, Mr. Speaker, is 
well calculated to produce these happy results. 
The committee charged with its preparation has 
considered it in no narrow or, partisan spirit. 
The majority of the committee beheld the great 
need of such a bureau as itcontemplates. They 
have called from far and near the wisest counsel- 
ors. They have heard slaveowning and other cit- 
jzensof the rebelliousterritory. They have called 
to their aid officers both civil and military who 
had enjoyed the means of ascertaining what is 
needed, and after mature deliberation they have 
reported the bill as it stands before the House. 
lts immediate passage is demanded by the fact 
that the ancient order of things has been destroyed 
over a territory described by the eloquent gentle- 
man from New York [Mr. Brooks] as “larger 
than were the whole thirteen original States of 
these United States; a territory extending from 
the shores of the Potomac to the Rio Grande.’’ 
The constitutions of the States that once had juris- 
diction over that vast territory were extinguished 
when sovereign conventions of the people severed 
the ligaments that bound them to the Constitution 
and Government of the United States. Their able- 
bodied white men have been or are being con- 
scripted by the despotic and aristocratic usurpers 
of their government to make war upon usand our 
institutions. ‘Their slaves, freed by the proclama- 
tion of the Commander-in-Chief of our Army and 
Navy, are fleeing by tens and hundreds of thou- 
sands to our standard and within our lines, and 
the broad territory to which we look for supplies of 
cotton, rice, sugar, and tobacco lies a wide waste, 
overgrown with weeds. The bill proposes, by 
means simple, legal, constitutional, and inexpens- 
ive, nay, by which millions, many millions, per 
annum will be added to the Treasury of our coun- 


try, to cultivate so much of these lands, and to | 


employ in their cultivation so many of these peo- 
ple as have come or may come within our lines. 
In the cultivation of its lands a nation finds its 
wealth. And none can suffer from the employ- 
ment of idle laborers on abandoned lands. 

The future welfare of the freedmen demands 
suchaction. ‘They must not be permitted to con- 
tract habits of idleness, indolence, and vagrancy, 
The welfare of the people of the North demands 
it. They need the commodities yielded by this 
territory. Their industr 
want of cotton which wa be produced on these 
fields and by the labor of these people. The 
world at large demands it. The absence of the 
well-directed toil of these very people upon the 


neglected lands now and soon to be within our | 


lines has caused gaunt want and starvation to 
stalk through the manufacturing districts of Great 
Britain and the continent. 
prompt legislation, to stanch these wounds, as we 
can do by the coming autumn. The provisions 
of this bill are well directed to that end. Human- 


is paralyzed by the | 


the gentleman from New York (Mr. Brooks] 








And itis our duty, by || 


ily, the spirit of the nineteenth century, and Chris- | 


tian civilization demand its immediate passage. 
Happily, | need not dwell on its details. They 
Were elaborately explained by my colleague on 
the committee, the chairman, when he introduced 
the bill to the attention of the House. On that 
Sceasion he challenged the free, frank, and full 
discussion of the bill; and what response has been 


made to his challenge? The gentleman from Ohio, | 
(Mr. Cox,] the gentleman from the Brooklyn dis- | 


trict of New York, [Mr. Kasrveiscu,] and the 


font man from the city district of that State, [Mr. | 


ROOKS,] have all spoken to the bill; but they 
ra not discussed its details. They have not at- 
amps, to point out the provisions in it that are 
inc onstitutional, illegal, or unwise. They have 
qabed Upon it invective and denunciation; but its 
ctails and its spirit they have evaded. 








said: 


“ But, Mr. Speaker, it is vain for me to attempt to dis 
cuss the details of this bill, for it is a bill which has doubt 
less been caucused and settled and decided upon elsewhere. 
1 will not, therefore, waste the time of the House ina futile 
discussion of its details.”’ 


Futile, indeed, would have been the discussion | 
had the gentleman attempted to verify his denun- | 


ciation of the bill by pointing out the provisions 
which sustained or justified it. The gentlemen 
chose rather to evade the bill, its objects, and its 
provisions, and to entertain us with incoherent 
rhapsodies, which would have been very well in 
Committee of the Whole on the state of the Union 
where we all speak for buncombe, but which 
sounded dreary and melancholy enough in con- 
nection with a great and grave topic like that 
which should properly have engaged the attention 
of the House. 

Sir, in the absence of assailable provisions in 
the bill, the gentleman from New York (Mr. 

3r00Ks] poured forth his indignation upon the 
grand old Puritan State. He said: 

“T know the spirit of Massachusetts. I know her inex 
orable, unappeasable, demoniac energy. I know that what 
she decrees she will execute, as when she ordered the 
burning of the witches at Salem, or the scourging of the 
Quakers, or exile of the Baptists to the rocky shores of the 
Narragansett or to the mountain-fastnesses and glens of 
New Hampshire, where my maternal Baptist ancestors were 
banished. Hence when, as now, she decrees on the African, 
I tremble for three milion of hitherto happy human beings 
now doomed to extermination.”’ 

And again he said: 

*'The spirit of Massachusetts has done in two or three 
years only what Christ, or the church of Christ, was twelve 
or fifteen hundred years in accomplishing in the Roman 
empire.” 

Sir, 1 am no son of Massachusetts or New 
England as the gentleman is; but 1 remember that, 
inmy wayward youth, being free from the indent- 
ure that had bound me to a long apprenticeship, 
but not having attained manhood, | wandered 
from my native Pennsylvania, counter to the cur- 
rent tide of emigration, in pursuit of employment, 
and found a home in Massachusetts, and I may 
be pardoned if 1 pause fora moment to feebly test- 
ify my gratitude to her in whom] found agentle 
and generous foster-mother. 1 thank God for the 
Puritan spirit of Massachusetts. A boy, poor, 
friendless, and in pursuit of wages for manual 
toil, | found open to me in the libraries of Boston 
the science, history, and literature of the world. 
Ata cost that even the laboring man did not feel 
1 found, night after night, and week after week, 
in her lyceums and lecture-rooms the means of 
intercourse with her Bancroft, her Brownson, 
her Everetts, her Channings, her Prescotts, her 
Emerson, and scores of other as learned and as 
able, though perhaps less distinguished sons than 
these. I thuslearned what it was to bean Amer- 
ican citizen, and to what a height American civ- 
ilization will be carried; and I found four years 


| of life spent at well-paid toil worth to me what 


the same number of years in acollege might have 
been. I thank the men of Massachusetts, as will 
the scholars in public schools fashioned upon her 
principles in the city of Charleston in good time. 
They may be white,they may be black, they 
may be yellow, but when the civilization of Mas- 
sachusetts shall have penetrated that dark city, 
and fashioned its institutions as it will, the pleas- 
ure of the pupils in the schools will be to thank 
God night and morning for the spirit of Mas- 
sachusetts which kept liberty alive, and finally 
brought its blessings to the entire people of the 
country. Yes,sir, Massachusetts in the past two 
or three years has given @ practical application of 
those principles which in twelve or fifteen centu- 


| 
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I am a little disappointed, Mr. Speaker, that 
this bill should receive such treatment at the 
hands of gentlemen on the other side of the House. 
They profess to sympathize with the people of 


the South. They profess to wish for pea and 
to restore them to the blessit rs of society. Sir, 
do the y not know that this bill relate to four 


million people of the South, half a million, cer- 
tainly more than four hundred thousand, of whom 
are the near relatives of their former associates 
upon this floor and their partisans in the South, 
men to whom they and their deluded partisans 
confided the administration of our Government 
for more than thirty years?) None know better 
than these gentlemen that one half million of 
those slaves are the near relatives, the uncles, 


| aunts,and cousins, brothers, sisters, and children 


of the Democracy of the South; that in the veins 
of that number of colored people tingles the blood 
of what the gentlemen have been pleased to con- 
sider the master race of this country. The gen- 
tleman intimated that, by reason of the utter- 
ances to which he referred, he was satisfied that 
the Republicans and abolitionists of the North 
would fall into the practice of amalgamation. Sir, 
he knows very well that the complaint of the al- 
leged illegal and unconstitutional arrest of that 
specimen of southern chivalry, that representa- 
tive of Virginia manners and morals, that leader 


| of the New York Democracy, Captain J. U. An- 





| drews, is not their real grievance in the premises. 


He knows very well that their real grievance, and 


| that out of which they expected to make most 


capital while they hoped to restore slavery to its 
old political power, is that when the officers tore 
that husband of a white woman ruthlessly from 
the sweltering embrace of his African inamorata 
they violated Democratic usages. Yes, sir; this 
is their real cause of complaint in the premises. 

It is not the men of the North who have been 
enamored by that complexion which is described 
asthe ‘shadowed livery of the burning sun.”? 
Itis not the men of the North who have laid 
their ** snowy hands”’ in ** palms of russet;”’ or 
have hung Europe’s priceless pear! that shames 
the Orient on Afric’s swarthy neck,” or realized 
experimentally the truth of the poet’s aphorism, 
that 

Tn joining contrasts lieth Love’s delight.” 

These exquisite and delicate sources of enjoy- 
ment have been in the exclusive possession of the 
southern Democracy, the colaborers in politics of 


| the gentleman who charges them so wantonly 
! 


upon the people of his own section. He has 
never seen the white northern man his 
companion from that race. I have by me the 
victure of a band of slaves sent North by General 
Banks, four of whom are as white as we who 
hold this discussion. 


choos 


They come from the col- 


|| ored schools recently established in New Orleans. 


|} They are children of southern Democrats; born 


ries gave freedom to Enrope, and is about giving | 


it to all the people of America. 


Not without war, | 


however; and the gentleman ignored the teachings | 


of history when he said that it had been done 
without war in Europe. Sir, the history of the 
contest for freedom in Europe is a history of con- 
tinuous, sanguinary, and destructive war. 

The gentleman from Ohio (Mr. Cox] less 
gravely—I will not say more flippantly, for that 
might be offensive—devoted his hour, as | have 
said, not to the examination of the bill, but toa 
criticism of certain utterances of Wendell! Phil- 
lips and Theodore Tilton, and the reading of 
copious extracts from an anonymous pamphiet 
recently published by Dexter, Hamilton & Co., 


Indeed, || Nassau street, NewYork, entitled Miscegenation. 


in Virginia and Louisiana, they were owned or 
sold by their fathers as negro slaves. 

I look, sir, upon that picture of Washington’s 
companion in the Revolution [pointing to the pie- 


| ture of La Fayette] and his fit associate in this 


Hall, and I remember that when on his tour 


through this country in 1824 he visited the south- 


ern States, he very publicly expressed his surprise 


| at finding the complexion of the negro population 
| in their cities so largely change d from what it had 
| been at the close of the revolutionary war, and 
expressed the hope that in finding the two races 


thus blending their blood he might discover the 
solution of the slavery question. 

2ut a few weeks ago, in conversation with a 
distinguished son of Kentucky, himself a slave- 
holder, upon the question now under discussion, 
he said to me that in 1849 he was at school at 
Danville, Kentucky; that there were there on an 
average three hundred young men, and thatthough 
the colored population of the town numbered six 
hundred, there were butsix of pure African blood, 
The scholars of that school were not northern 
abolitionists or Republicans. They were the 
wealthy and educated young gentlemen of the 
democratic South, 

dut, sir, let this question not rest upon isolated 
instances or narrow localities. Let us look atthe 
census of 1860. I find by it that more than half 
a million of the colored people of that section are, 
as I have already intimated, the kindred of the 
white race of the South. ‘Thus in Louisiana, of 
the free colored people, 81.29 per cent. are of mixed 
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blood, while in Pennsyvania only 
And here let me say the latter are 
I remember while 
litigation was pending in our courts betweentwo 
colored natives of Charleston there were on one 


33.67 are of 


mixed blood. 
nearly all of southern birth, 


Some of 
The con- 
between Robert J. Douglass and Wilkin- 
son Jones, and among the fifty witnesses, all of | 
whom were natives of Charleston, South Carolina, 
and its immediate vicinity, there was not a black or 
one white man. ‘They were all of mixed blood. 
And in behalf of Pennsylvania, | claim that the 
South has sent us by far the greater portion of 
what we have of thatstock. In Alabama the per- 
centage of mixed blood is 77.99, and in Vermont 
27.08. 
and it sinks to 25.23; in South Carolina it rises 
again to 71.96, notwithstanding her exportations 
to Pennsylvaniaand elsewhere; in Connecticut it 
sinks to22.04. In North Carolina it is 71.59; in 
New York it is 15.88. In Florida it is 68.99; in 
New Jerse y itis but 13.64. But these, you say, 
ure freed people; these are persons whose fathers, 
sell their own blood, have manu- 
mitted their children. Let us look, then, to the 
statistics of the slave population. I find that by 
the census of 1850 there were of mixed blood 
among the slave population but 7.30 per cent.; 
and in 1860, so busy had the pro-slavery Democ- 
racy been in augmenting the numerical power of 
the institution, thatthe 7.30 had swollen to 10.41; 
and if the negro race is to be saved as a distinct 


occasion about fifty witnesses in court, 
my colleagues reme mber the occasion. 


test WAS 


unwilling to 


In ‘Texas it swells to 76.90; in Rhode Isl- | 


‘ace, the only way to do it is to take it from the 


embrace of the sl iveholders, to acknowledge the 

imanity of the slave, to give him the rite of mar- 
, aud to teach him those great truths which, 
according to the gentleman from New York, in 


riage 


twelve or fifteen hundred years gave freedom, and 


with it morals, to Europe. 
But enough and something too much of this. 
Indeed, I crave the pardon of the House for hav- 


this discussion. 

Itis not for me, Mr. Speaker, to predict the 
fate of races of people. [tis not for me to dis- 
close the providence of God with reference to our 
country. ‘Sufficient unto the day is the evil 
thereof.’’ My business, and yours, sir, and that 
of this House, is to legislate wisely for the remedy 
of the evils that now beset our country. The 
country, the world, humanity at large needs the 
labor ofthese freedmen upon the broad lands aban- 


doned by rebel owners, and I beg the House to | 


pass this bill as the sure means of securing pres- 
ent blessings and future peace and national pros- 
perity. 

The gentleman from New York (Mr. Brooks] 
said further: 

‘“*T must accept facts accomplished, and abide by the 
consequences, 
hence [ intend to act hereafter upon that recognition, be 
cause itis inevitable. So far as | have influence I intend 
to withdraw that question from the exciting canvass of the 
day, and to go before the people upon other matters of dif- 
ference.”’ 

Sir, I hail the gentleman as friend and brother 
in the good work of the future. [ welcome him 
as | hope soon to welcome to the ranks of the 
friends of freedom the gentleman from Ohio, 
{Mr. Cox,} who told us thatthe Democratic party 
had not been a pro-slavery party, and seemed to 
me to be paving the way for coming forward and 
joining those who bear the standard of progress. 
Yes, I shall welcome him too, addicted to persi- 
flage as he is. 

But the gentleman from New York says that 
slavery is dead. Let us, then, give it decent 
burial, Let us erect to its wicked memory a 
monument. Let us close the mouth of the sepul- 
cher with a stone so weighty that it shall preclude 
the possibility of resurrection. Letus put over it 
the Constitution of the United States, having first 
written indelibly therein that slavery or involun- 
lary servitude, except as punishment for crime, 
shall be forever prohibited within the United 
States, or any State thereof, orany Territory be- 
longing thereto. When we shall have done that, | 
then slavery will be dead indeed, and the United 
States be freedom’s harbinger to mankind, offer- 
ing perpetual welcome to the oppressed of the 
world. Will you, gentlemen, give us a vote for 
that amendment, and thus attest the sincerity of 
your conversion? 

But something more is to be done. 


Slavery is 


Hence I recognize the abolition of slavery; | 


| this bill, secure these things to them, and they 


| them. 


| certain tradition. 


| Canada, and building uparival power beyond the | 


| 
| 
| 
i 


; : | play » battle of life, and fair wages for fai 
ing followed the gentleman from Ohio so far into || play in the battle of life, and fair wages for fair 





not quite dead. It holds a little fastness still in } 
Kentucky, where slaves are gathered, I am told, ] 
from all the surrounding States; but it is in the 
act of death. We may consider it dead, and pass | 
on to the next duty. Having thus eradicated || 
chattel slavery, let us unite in securing freedom | 
to the people who have been its victims. Are | 
they capable of freedom? Are they worthy of | 
our efforts? Let Messrs. Owen, McKay, and 

Dr. Howe speak. They have had ample means 

of judging, and have carefully passed upon these 

questions. In their report of the American Freed- 

men’s Inquiry Commission they say: 

“The evidence before the commission establishes, be- 
yond cavil, the fact that these refugees are, with rare ex- 
ceptions, loyal men, putting faith in the Government, 
looking to it for guidance and protection, willing to work 
for moderate wages if promptly paid, docile and easily man- 
aged, not given to quarreling among themselves, of temper- 
ate habits, cheerful and uncomplaining under hard labor, 
whenever they are treated with justice and common hu- 
manity,and (in the southern climate) able and willing, on 
the average, to work as long and as hard as white laborers, 
whether foreign or native born.” 

Certainly such people are capable of taking care 
of themselves. Letus then give them freedom, in- 
deed. We have struck the shackles from their 
limbs, but they are like orphan children. They 
need such guidance and assistance at the hands of 
the Government as a faithful guardian would be- 
stow. They have notowned themselves. Marriage 
has beena rite deniedthem. They were not per- 
mitted to identify themselves or their children by 
the use of family names. History, science, and 
literature have been sealed books to them; nay, it 
has been a felony to teach them to read the word 
of God! They, their wives and children, have 
been numbered, counted, bought, and sold, with 


horses, cows, and other cattle on the plantations || 


of their owners. This can be no more. They | 
are sober, industrious, and skilled in the labor 
which is required to make these broad acres pro- 
ductive, and all that they need is guidance, fair | 


day’s work. Let us, then, by the provisions of 





will prove their fitness for liberty. 
ut the gentleman [Mr. Brooks] says they | 
will be destroyed; that a harsh and superior race 
will exterminate them; that liberty is no boon to 
In this he asserts the theory of the despot 
and the aristocrat of every age andcountry. No 
man is, in their judgment, fit for freedom till he 
has got used to its enjoyment. I tell you, sir, 
that liberty is not a superstition, a name, an un- 
Itisafact. Itis well embodied 
in our political institutions, and is confirmed by 
the equal social and political life of New Eng- 
land. Freedom, sir, is for the laborer 
* Bread 

And a comely table spread, 

When from daily labor come, 

Ina neat and happy home. 

It is clothes and fire and food 

For the trampled multitude.”’ 

Let us pass this bill. Let the commissioners it 
calls into being see that these abandoned estates 
are leased. Letthe freedman feel that he is a man 
with a home to call his own, and a family around 
him, a wife to protect, children to nurture and 
rear, wages to be earned and received, and aright 
to invest his savings in the land of the country, 
and you will find that no race will prove itself 
able to blot out of existence these hardy children 
of toil. According to the gentleman’s theory, the 
Irish race is rapidly disappearing from the world. 
Look at the census and behold its frightful ex- | 
hibit. In 1841 the population of Ireland was 
8,175,124. In 1861, after a lapse of but twenty 
years, it had shrunk to 5,764,543. Is the Irish 
element therefore disappearing? Sir, it is making 
an empire of Australia. Itis taking advantage of | 
our ridiculously misnamed reciprocity treaty with 


lakes. ‘The names of Corcoran, Mulligan, and 
Meagher tell you what it is doing in our midst. 
Although the gentleman from Indiana [Mr. Har- 
RINGTON]| would exclude the Celt from the right 
of citizenship and confine it to the Anglo-Saxon 
merely, the day never was when the Irish ele- 
ment of humanity was exercising so wide, so 
powerful, so beneficent an influence as it does to- 
day, when the little island of Ireland isapparently 
being depopulated. You need not fear that this 





black race.will fade away. Give these people 
homes, give them the sense of proprietorship in the 
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land, give them families to cherish, give them the 


pleasures and power of science, literature, Philos. 


ophy, and the hopes of religion, and you need not 
fear that you can corrupt them as you have done 
in slavery or annihilate them by your power 
The glowing South, the land of the tropics, genia} 
to them, invites its own development and will jn. 
sure that of this race. 

The people of the South understand this mat. 
ter better than we. I find in the New Orleans 
Times of December 16 the proceedings of the 
convention of the friends of freedom in the State 
of Lowisiana. It was largely attended by the 
ablest and best men of New Orleans and the con- 
tiguous parishes. Thomas J. Durant, Esq., who 
for thirty years has illustrated the glorious pro. 
fession of law at the bar of Louisiana, presided, 
and, on taking the chair, said: 

** Fellow-citizens of the convention, friends of the cause 
of human freedom and of Jiberty, | feel greatly oppresseq 
by the sentiments which crowd upon me with overpower. 
ing influence as [ thank you, before taking my seat in the 
honorable position to which your voices have assigned me 
for the honor you have conferred on me. You are assem, 
bled in a great and sacred cause. It is the cause for which 
your forefathers fought; the cause for which your brothers, 
on many a battle-field, are falling and dying. It is the sa- 
cred cause of liberty. We are prompted to the execution 
of the task which we have undertaken by every sentiment 
of justice and humanity; of justice to ourselves as men 
representing the great principles of freedom in the State of 
Louisiana, and to those wearing the bonds of slavery, but 
whose bonds are now to be broken. This convention jg 
the first deliberative body in Louisiana that will have pro- 
claimed the freedom of all men. No matter with how dark 
a hue their skins may be embrowned, beneath the surface 
there is the soul of aman, and therein we recognize the 
great principle of equality and fraternity. It is the asser- 
tion of this principle which will lead to the reconstruction 
[t is by the destruction of slavery that, 
phenix-like, will rise from the ashes of this rebellion the 
spirit of a newfreedom. Out of this insurrection will grow 
a resurrection that will lead us to a glorious immortality,” 


The men of Louisiana who know the colored 
people of that State believe that they are fit for 
freedom, and do not fear their extermination. | 


| find in the same paper—the New Orleans Times 


of the 9th instant—an elaborate report of the pro- 
ceedings of a mass meeting of colored people of 
New Orleans, held in lyceum hall the preceding 
evening. I read a more condensed account of 


| the meeting taken from the columns of a leading 
| New York journal, remarking that its statements 


are all sustained by the report to which I have 
referred: 

“A meeting of the colored people of this city was held 
last evening in the lyceum hall to meet Colonel McKay, 
one of the commissioners appointed by the President toin- 
vestigate the condition of the negroes emancipated by act 
of Congress and the President’s proclamation of January 
1, 1863. Long before the hour of commencement every 


| seat in the vast hall was filled, and soon the aisles and all 
| available standing-places were densely packed above and 


below. 

It is no exaggeration to say that amore respectable au- 
dience, so far as external appearances were concerned, Was 
never assembled in New Orleans. The temale portion es 
pecially were as well dressed and looked as tidy and as 
genteel as the audience to be found in your fashionable 
churches on the Sabbath. Many of the quadroons and oc- 
toroons were of surpassing beauty, and in every line of 
their countenance expressed intelligence, refinement, and 
good breeding. 

“The white gentlemen present, who had spent much 
time among the degraded negroes on the Sea Islands of 
South Carolina, were astonished to find before them an au- 
dience so fashionably dressed, so intelligent in appearance, 
and in every respect so thoroughly competent to under- 
stand all that should be said tothem. It is also interesting 
to know that this lyceum hall is in the court-house; that 
it is the Jargest room in the city; that the city authorities 
have always refused permission to the negroes to hold 
meetings there, and that in this instanee it was obtained 
only upon the order of Governor Shepley, at the request of 
Colonel McKay. 

“+ It was in this hall that the convention met to carry the 
State out of the Union, and it was here that the ordinance 


| of secession was drafted. 


“The Rev. S. W. Rogers was appointed president ot the 
meeting. The proceedings opened with prayer by a cler- 
gyman present, after which the cha‘rman stated the object 
of their assembling together. He then introduced Colonel 
McKay, the commissioner from the President. _ ; 

‘This gentieman on taking the stand was received with 
great applause. Ina short address he stated to the audi- 
ence that the people of the North and the President felt the 
deepest interest in the condition of the colored population 
of this city, and that the President had sent bim here as : 
special commissioner to inquire into their condition an¢ 
ascertain their wishes. He had visited their schools = 
was very favorably impressed with the progress they were 
making. They must go on in the work they bad com- 
menced, and must depend ina great measure upon theif 
own labors for their salvation. 

“To be really free before the law involved great ee 
ibilities. You have not only rights to achieve but duties . 
perform—duties to yourselves individually, to your ned 
lies, and to the community at large. Your enemies Ss?) set 
you are not susceptible of a high degree of cultivation, t “ 
your Creator never designed that you should be free mens 
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t you will either gradually disappear from the earth 

Janse into the condition from which you have but re- 
pert leet rescued. Jt remains with you to decide whether 
~~ work out for yourselves a glorious future or return 
.- aaa obscurity. 
” hoes _ poe of the remarks of Colonel McKay, a 
-ommittee was appointed to draft resolutions expressive of 
an cense of the meeting, and while they were absent Mr. 
J. B. Noble was called upon to address the assembly. He 
stated that there were two classes introduced here—one of 
‘Javes from the wilds of Africa, an ignorant, degraded peo- 
po and the other an intelligent, educated, enlightened, and 
wealthy class from Jamaica and Cuba; that they had con- 


“ Ned (colored) will make two and a half bales of cotton, 
besides his corn. 


** Charles (colored) will make two bales of cotton, be- 
sides his corn. 
** Sancho (colored) works part of the Ballard place. I 
| was informed he would make eighty bales of cotton. He 
works about twenty-seven men, women, and boys. I called 
to sce him, but he was absent. . 

** Patrick, (colored,) on the Parron place, near Millikin’s 
Bend, has made about twenty-seven bales of cotton. He 
has six or seven persons to aid him. 

** Bob (colored) will make nine or ten bales of cotton on 
the same place. ‘ 


and tha 


“The lessees were necessarily disappointed, having been 
led to believe that they could employ laborers at the old 
wages, seven dollars for men and five dollars for women of 
every age and capacity, There were those who stated that 
plantations could not be leased, if they had to pay the min- { 
imum wages required, say for men graded No. 1, twenty- 
five dollars; No. 2, twenty dollars; No. 3, fifteen dollars; 
women of the same grades, eighteen dollars, fourteen do! 
lars, and fifteen dollars; bu’ notwithstanding, when the 


| |, time for leasing came, there were none that held back on 
‘ tributed by thelr pelsees to the ee aes — “ ee (colored) will make on —— of cotton. || this account.” | 
; sjana; that they had always obeyed the laws and paid the ‘* From the above one can readily see that coercion is Io iar re .= Sa > : 
| isianas mptly, school tax and all, though they had never || not essential to make the negro wark. ‘The new boon of a aaron t vo ae h = 0 
‘ reaped any advantage from it until within the last year. || freedom had been granted, and still they steadily went for a : Suggest; Dut let me ask whether the 
: ‘They wanted public schools. ‘They wanted to be recog- || ward with their work, some of them accomplishing fully || Men of the Northwest do notewwish to create mil- ' 
nized as men. They wanted the odious black code done 


as much as under the eye of a master and the lash of the 
overseer,”’ 


lions of consumers, liberal consumers, of their 
| great staples? I know that Pennsylvania and 
Adjutant General Thomas also tells us that he || New England will not complain if these four mil- 


had leased fifteen piantations to freedmen, and || lion people who have been non-consumers of 


away with. ; ‘ 
we (fer Mr. Noble had concluded his remarks, in the course || 
Ey of which he related an instance of the workings of the black 
. code which affected many of the audience to tears, the fol- 


; lowing peoshenone rare copetie’ pas Se aateeea and || that they worked them well and judiciously, rais- || their products shall sen@ each fall and spring to : 
3 after being read in Frenclygnd Englis' ere adopted : | . . ; ad aon BM ee Sak oe : 

e ; Whereas his Excellenéy the President of these United || 98 from four to one hundred and fifty bal s of || buy the products of their workshops. It will do 
; States felt it his duty to inquire into the condition of the || cotton, on every pound of which the Govern- the North no harm to see these freedmen and i 


colored people of Louisiana forthe realization of their new 
position in social life, to sustain themselves and implanta 
spirit of independent and free manhood into the minds of 
their descendants ; and whereas we perceive, through the 
effects of this wicked rebellion, that the power, prosperity, 
wealth, justice, and liberty of this country will be brought 
to their greatest perfection only by a wise and judicious 
jegisjation for the just equalization of human rights; and 
whereas the sympathies over the relative condition of so- 
ciety will be notably renovated and improved: Theretore, 

‘‘ Be it resolved, That we the colored people of this city, 
in mass meeting assembled, at lyceum hall, in New Or- 
Jeans, do hereby express our unbounded and _ heartfelt 
§ thanks tothe President of these United States, Abraham 
Lincoln, and his Cabinet, for the palpable interest they take 


ment received a rent of two cents. I hold in my || their families in houses, rather than in dog- 
hand the account of sale of part of the cotton made || hutches called slave quarters; to know that they 
by a number of these poor freedmen. It is from || have carpets upon their floors, furniture in their 
the second report of Mr. Yeatman—that on the || rooms, and Yankee clocks upon their mantels; and 
subject of leasing abandoned plantations: | that when on the Sabbath day they repair to the 

«“ Ample provision is made for such freedmen as desired || village church, built by their own generous con- 


to lease ground for themselves. Such as did it last year | tributions, they dress as their taste may lead 

were eminently successful. [ annex a statement ofa few || them to. 

account sales of cotton grown by the colored lessees: the |} : ee . +): . 

sales do not by any means include all grown by them; be- |! This, Mr. = aker, is not a political bill. It 
’ 


sides there are many others who leased plantations, or parts || 18 required by the exigencies of the case. We are 
of plantations, for which no returns had been rendered. —_ || in the midst of a revolution, and it is no answer 
Bales. || to the demand for a bureau to say that there has 





naa. 





Kf in bebalf of the once so unrighteously oppressed people of || Sitenne Fobneon. babe dusdaatesecsey savnenwew sects ~ '| never been a Freedmen’s Bureau before. It is no 

bs Africa’s blood. | Samuel! Howard..........4. eees voces octsescoene coos 47 Il an > ak a liel es tia Re 

re ** Be it further resolved, That we acknowledge the power, Peete GODGI sc vcbs tocciccts ceces oh uentds 3 || answer to aay that the re 18 ho prece dent. Gentle 

E. proceedings, and enactments of the present Administration || Henry Johnson.......... +++ RoReaaee hace svt plead . 6 || men, turn your vision to the front; for to-morrow, 

5 of the United States, and our sincere prayer is that its legis- || William Gibson and Porst........eesseeee cece eeeeeee 5 || and to-morrow, and to-morrow again will come, 

; — acts may be felt Senet the Jand, like the rain eee ees a ss baséicwes occese evecseeccavene : and each day will bring new conditions and new 
and sunsline on our earthly sou, | or ardin ane . BFUIMN cece cccceevece eer eeeee eee 1] 1emge : > Pr. 

B “And be it further resolved, That as unto God we send our || Thomas Taylor.......+.+++5 Ee St ae duties; and the man who is not ready to confront 
daily prayers for the welfare, both temporal and spiritual, || Archy Stewart...........05+ Siscumeries wid cucus we aa .. 5 || the morrow is not fit to legislate for the leading 
of the President and his family, so unto the same great || Samuel Touseyandson..... Shéte eves tvehccedstaane o. 4 | nation of the world. 

Being we offer up our petitions for the longer continuance Peter DOS, [ve coveses jeismn ee ideatscwdeds Seeees ccove 2 But gentlemen inquire whether this bill will 
‘ 5 of bis servant, Abraham Lincoln, in his present high and || Edward Maxwell..............eeee cece wueeds covtees BS benefitthe white man. Yes, it will I find that 

} responsible position, and for the progressive development || Contraband..........- bie po eewees olsegd weem beens eesue 12 || — ae. OB, 8S Wits, . ne 
of a higher civilization, refinement, righteousness, truth, || Tom Taylor...... ISAAC aero Pangaea aie ais 4 || among the eight million whites of the South, with 
peace, and national happiness of the American people.”? || Moses Wright.........0eceeeeseeeeeeees Coveccascece 6 scarcely any foreigners among them, for foreign 

| Charles Bownmin.....cccccccccces secsasec eseccecsee Di en exe > . svete 
But gentlemen say that the bureau proposed by || Chailes Bownmtin.....-s.++ssseesserereeeceeeee sees lanes has been excluded by the system of unpaid 
this bill is to be expensive to the Government; that || Alexauder Hamilton.......... ese Pink Menten opie wae | labor that prevailed—among the eight million 
ifthe system could be made lucrative, they ‘*would || James Fisher..........-..0+0++ se etic alia ears 1 |) whites there are more than fourteen thousand 
love to do something for these poor blacks.”’ They Lewis chekeon need Savaipes Eee ste ee e's wee awed ‘ more who cannot read or write than are found 
. : chi i BPaccccc cece cccccces cece veseceeesssence 2e ; » Nor 
do not ask you to give them anything but work || Lewis White and Charlee Un ! || among the eighteen millions of the North, though 


and wages. They wish to pay liberally for all | 
beyondthis. These men without a name, known 
as Tom, Joe, and Dick, have rented their one, | 
their five, ten, or twenty acres, and have produced | 


Bales. Bales sold. Netting 


these embrace almost all the uneducated foreign- 
ers who have emigrated to this country. Under 
the provisions of this bill, by which abandoned 
plantations are to be occupied, the colored man 


a 


oo =e ae eae FUL 


ns 














a large amount of cotton, on which they pay to || Silas Stepheny....... baweneas 27 6 $1,401 * who has never owned himself, and the white man 
the Government a duty of two cents per pound. oe PE : 504 = || who has owned nothing but himself or a few acres 
I find in Mr. Yeatman’s report on the condition | Sancho Lynch.............0. 73 29 6.897 42 of meountam side or sandhill, can come and rent 
of the freedmen of the Mississippi the following || Henry Harris............. ++... 31 9 2,951 69 || from the Government a farm, larger or smaller as 
statement on this subject: | Sol Richardéon.<... ..c0ccces-- 10 7 1,642 13 || his means may justify, for which he will be re- 
“T visited quite a number of freedmen who were engaged | 152 6 $13,487 87 quired - Pw ove ww 5 pound aa the oe he 
in planting cotton on their own account. ae ae oo" | may raise and five cents per bushel for corn, and so 
“Granville Green, (colored,) on the Beard place, works || Luke Johnsons... .ccc cece cece — UU! 2.061 18 || add to the revenues of thecountry. It will bless 
solious to's feud Vor neat he os a enrenanes See || Richard Walker..........+00. 5 5 "1,247 60 || the poor white man quite as much as it will his 
formed that he would make from ten So twatee bales st ec. | wiinten, oe 4 4 1,023 ~ dark-skinned brother, the freedman. 
ton. Se wee ee ee ae on, 5838 G60 Phe bill might well be pressed as a revenue 
“Tom Taylor (colored) was working seven hands on || a z measure. Mr. Yeatman tells us that the lands 
= Savage place, the Government furnishing rations until || 62 45 $10,751 93 leased up to February 12 will yield an income of 
gh deliiead, (colored.) on the Albert Richardson | ag oe ———= || from twelve = fifteen hundred thousand dollars 
place, will make five bales of cotton, and corn suflicient for | ame 7 108 perannum. But let him speak for himself: 


his family and stock, and has soid $300 worth of vegetables. 


He has us : a : Whole nuinber of bales raised 367 
e has paid all expenses without aid from the Government. | 


* Under the present system all who employ labor, whether 


| Net proceeds of 56 bales sold.......... 00085 ...$13,487 87 | owners or lessces, are required to contribute one cent per 
He commenced work last May. “6 ee eee. ee ciety 10.751 93 || pound on all cotton grown, which is to be applied for the 
“Bill Gibson and Phil Ford (colored) commenced work || omnes —_—_—-—— > maintenance and benefit of the aged and infirm freed people 
last May, and will make nine bales of cotton. They ocea- || ol « RE END. Neel se OEM 24.939 80 and motherless children, and the establishment of schools. 
sionally hire a woman or two, and have paid their hands in || Average of 276 at G240........c.0ceeee 66.240 00 Ifthe quantity of land applied for should be cultivated, it 
tull, and found their own provisions. i] meme _|swill yield an income of from twelve to fifteen hundred thou- 
» Solomnon Richardson, (cotored,) on the Sam. Rich- | 377 $90,479 80 | sand dollars per annum to be applied to purposes above men- 
ardson place, will make ten bales of cotton. He has had || — — 


aoe tioned, asum more than sufficient. Those who labor will 


Ore Pele mist him, and bas a good garden and corn. Poor Contraband, having twelve heii aitiaaibinds re, Ee eee 
a , > y + . 4 


“Richard Walton (colored) will make seven bales of 


| 

|| ; : , every plantation leased where there are children sufficient 
cotton. He has only had assistance in gathering it. He || as working capital, may yet hope toearn himself |! to justify. ‘Teachers are now being supplied by the various 
has no garde b has : ° a ae g c pai : ’ a J , y : = VI — y 
everything. n, but has provided for himself, and paid for || 9 * Jocal habitation and a name. missionary and other educational associations ; others if 


required will be raised and supported out of the fund raised 
by the onecent contribution. A blessed day willithe when 
this occurs. ‘The year of jubilee will indeed have come. 

“The quantity of land applied for will more than employ 
all the laborers now under our jurisdiction, but those most 
conversant with the condition of things at the South say 
that there will be no difficulty on the score of laborers, that 
thousands will flock in the moment they hear that there is 
work for them at fair wages. They bave a dread of the 
freedmen’s camp, in which so many have suffered and 
died.”’ 


And again : 


Under General Thoimas’s arrangements these 
people were hired at seven dollars a month for an 
, a Moses Wright (colored) will make five bales. He has |) able-bodied man, and five dollars for a woman. 
jane and two womet to aid him, and allhave paid || Under the influences which originated this bill 
yh way. a : a" . 
“Jacob, (eolored,) on the Blackman place, has made || their wages have been raised to twenty-five dol- 
a n bales of very fine cotton, the best I saw, and equal || lars for a first-class, twenty dollars for a second- 
Hee in this section. [He had some assistance. |) class, and fifteen dollars for a third-class man, 
ue, (ec ‘ 3s made : . 
» (colored,) an old man, bas made two bales || and women of the same character, instead of being 


of cotton. 
“ George, {colored,) aided by two women, has made || COMpeliled to labor for five dollars, now get eighi- 
| teen, fourteen, and eleven dollars. 


“Henry Johnson (colored) will make eight bales of cot- | 
ton, doing all the work himself. 


eight bales of cotton. 


“ , ° ° e . . - 
the Milly, (colored woman,) whose husband was killed by Sir, speculators, when they leased Jands, said ** By a judicious fostering of the system of labor proposed, 
meebinane on =. eden sini tcp calc | they could not work them and pay such wages; it will not only relieve the Government of the charge of 
erin picking, at fifty cents per day. d ‘ — 
* Pete P § y m y but when the lettings of hands came to be made 


many thousands of these people whom they are now — 
and maintaining in idleness, and who muastif so continue 
sink into a deeper state of degradation and vice than they 


raised ot (Colored) and his son Have made two bales, and 
sed a crop of corn. 


there was much competition for laborers at the 





+ ren 
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were ae siave . 
will find employment at fair wages, and will be able faily 
t ipport Uneawsely besides putting millions into the 
Treasury in the way of rental and tax and duties on cotton, 
If the number of acres as applied for are planted and the 
prodact derived from it as anticipate d,a revenue of not 
jess than eight millions may be calculated on. Besides, 
the country which is now laid waste and desolate will be 
made to blossom onee more as the rose, and yield a rich 
return to those who are willing to risk something to aid in | 
bringing about these results. But pecuniary gain should | 
be secondary to the good which is to be done to these poor 
downtrodden people. It will elevate them in the scale of 
civilization and prepare them to enjoy the rich boon of 
freedom which has recently been granted to them.” 


jut my time js almost spent. I appeal to gen- 
tlemen to let this bill pass, or better.still, to aid 
in its passage, and*for once at least give 
*“ Thanks for the privilege to bless 
by word and deed 
The widow in her keen distress, 
The childless and the fatherless, 
The hearts that bleed.”’ 
. 


INTERNAL REVENUE. 


THE CONGRESSIONAL GLOBE. __ February 23 





Mr. DAWSON obtained the floor, but yield- 
ed to | 
Mr. STEVENS, who said: I rise to a privi- 


leged question. I submit the following report from | 


a committee of conference: 


The committee of conference on the disagreeing votes 
of the two Houses on the amendments to the bill (H.R. 


No. 122) to increase the internal revenue, and for other 
purposes, having met, after full and free conference have 
agreed to recommend, and do recommend, to their respect 
ive Houses as follows: 


That the House of Representatives recede from their dis- 


agreementto the third amendment of the Senate, and agree 


to the same with the following amendments: in line six of | 


said amendment strike outthe word “seventy,” and insert 
in lieu thereof the words “ sixty-five 5”? and in line eleven 
of said amendment strike out the word “ eighty,” and in- 
sert in lieu thereof the word “seventy.”? 

Thatthe House of Representatives recede from their dis 
agreement to the fifteenth amendment of the Senate, and 
agree tothe same with amendinents, as follows: in line 


four of said amendment strike out the word “ fifty,’ and | 


insert in lieu thereof the words “ forty-five;”? and in line 
seven of said amendment strike out the word “ sixty,” and 
insert in lieu thereof the word “ fifty.”? 

That the House of Representatives recede from their dis- 
agreement to the sixteenth amendment of the Senate, and 
agree to the same. 

W. P. FESSENDEN, 
TIMOTHY 0. HOWE 
REVERDY JOHNSON, 
Managers on the part of the Senate. 
THADDEUS STEVENS, 
FERNANDO WOOD, 
Managers on the part of the House. 
I dissent from this report. 
E. B. WASHBURNE, 
Mr. Speaker, in a few words I can explain the 
panpast of that report. ‘The committee held that 
yy the action of the two Houses the question of 
taxing the stock on hand was settled. All that 
they had left for them to do was to fix the duty 
prospectively on the articles produced. The Sen- 
ate had laid a tax of sixty cents; from that up to 
the Istof January, seventy cents; after the Ist of 
January, eighty cents. The committee changed 
it by making the tax up to the Ist of July at 
sixty cents; between July and January, sixty-five 


cents; and after January a permanent tax of || 


seventy cents; reducing the tax as made by the 


Senate bill and raising it as made by the House | 


bill. They also altered the duty on imported 
liquors from fifty to forty-five cents, and after Jan- 
uary to fifty cents,so as to reduce it in proportion 


to the reduction of the tax on domestic liquors as | 


imposed by the Senate bill. ‘These are all, I be- 
lieve, of the changes which have been made by 
the. committee, 


Mr. WARD. I would like to ask the gentle- 


man from Pennsylvania, the chairman of the Com- 
mittee of Ways and Means, whether the retro- | 


active features of this bill have been removed? 
Mr. STEVENS. They have. 


Mr. WARD. I would like to ask him further, 
whether any mention is made in the bill in regard 


to goods on shipboard? 

_ Mr. STEVENS. There is no special provis- 
ion made for duties on shipboard, but all goods 
imported after the passage of the bill are to pay 


which should be embarked after the passage of 


the act, leaving those which were already afloat 
without it 


of the act of 1862 that a different principle had 


been adopted, and we thought it would be incon- | 
gruous to depart from that principle in the pres- | 


ent law. 











But we found upon an examination | 


: : | aw ae a } 
With protection such as is asked for, all || Mr. WARD. Will the gentleman from Penn- 


sy!lvania allow me to make a few remarks before | 
final action upon this report? I will detain the 


House but a few minutes. | : | 
/inany event. Whisky has advanced in propor. 
| tion to the tax we have put on it, and thatadvance 


Mr. STEVENS. My colleague on the com- 
mittee of conference, [Mr. Wasuspurne,] I be- 
lieve, desires to make some remarks upon this 
report before a vote is taken upon it, and I must 
first yield to him. I will say that the Senate 
have adopted the report of the committee of con- 
ference. I have stated its provisions. There 
was, indeed, but little left for us to do, the House 
having agreed to the amendment of the Senate 
striking out the retroactive feature; having agreed 
to the amendment of the Senate striking out the 
tax upon the goods on hand. But, sir, I do not 


| 
| 
| 


desire to detain the House by any remarks. I | 


yield to my colleague on the committee, [Mr. 
W asHBuRNE. | 


ENROLLED BILL AND JOINT RESOLUTION. 


Mr. COBB, from the Committee on Enrolled 
Bills, reported that the committee had examined 
and found truly enrolled a bill and joint resolu- 
tion of the following titles; when the Speaker 
signed the same: 

An act to amend an act entitled **An act for 
enrolling and calling out the national forces, and 


for other purposes;’’ approved March 3, 1863; and 








Joint resolution relative to the transfer of per- 
sons in the military service to the naval service. 


MESSAGE FROM THE PRESIDENT. 


A message in writing was received from the 
President, by Mr. Nicoxay, lis Private Sec- 
retary. 

Also, a message notifying the House that he 


| did, on the 19th instant, approve and sign a joint 


resolution (H. R. No. 30) tendering the thanks of 
Congress to Major General W. T. Sherman. 

And on the 22d instant, a joint resolution (H. 
R. No. 31) making appropriations for the pay- 
ment of duties on certain lands owned by the ai- 
ted States; and 

An act (H. R. No. 145) for the relief of the 
heirs of Noah Wiswall. 


INTERNAL REVENUE—AGAIN. 


Mr. WASHBURNE, of Illinois. Being obliged 
to differ from the conference committee, and with- 
holding my assent from their report, I beg the 
indulgence of the House to state in a few words 
some of the reasons which have governed me in 
my action. Believing not only in the principle 
but in the justice and policy as well asthe neces- 
sity of taxing liquors on hand for the purposes of 
revenue, | have consistently voted in every stage 
of the bill for the proposition imposing that tax. 
My convictions have never been clearer uponany 
subject on which I have been called upon to act 
in my capacity asalegislator, Those convictions 
were shared by nearly two thirds of the House, 
after a full and elaborate and able discussion, 


| and against the opposition of the Committee of 


Ways and Means. The House adopted the fol- 
lowing amendment to the bill originally reported 
by the Committee of Ways and Means: 

* Provided further, That all spirits on hand for sale, 
whether distilled prior to the date of thisact or not, shall be 
subject to the rates of duty provided by this act from and 
after the 12th day of January, 1864; execpt that spirits 
which have been already taxed under the law of July 1, 1862, 
shall not bear more than the additional or increased tax pro- 
vided for by this act.”’ 

The proposition contained in this amendment 
seemed to strike the House as an eminently 
proper one. It was known that in anticipation 
of an additional tax being put on whisky, and 
that it would thereby be enhanced in price, an im- 
mense quantity of it was made, and the question 

yas then, whether this vast amount of taxable 


| property, which had only been taxed one third of 


what was now proposed to be assessed by Con- 
gress, should go free of any additional tax; that 
is, Whisky having paid a tax of twenty cents a 


afl | gallon, and we by our legislation having added 
the tax. There was a great desire to make some || 


difference, and to fix the duty only upon goods | 


sixty cents a gallon to its value, which had to be 
paid by the consumer, whether that forty cents 


| should go into the hands of the speculator and 


holder of whisky, or into the Treasury? Thisis 
all there is in the whole question; the talk of the 


| faith of the Government plighted to the whisky- 


holders that there should be no additional tax, 
being contrary to what we have acted on and are 
acting on every day in our legislation and prac- 


eee ed 


tice, is only one of those specious arguments go 
easily advanced by interested parties. 

The public will not and cannot lose sight of the 
great fact that they have to pay this additional tax 


comes out of the pocket of the consumer, and jt 
now, under this proposed law, will go into the pock. 
ets of the speculator and holder instead of goin 
where it should go, into the Treasury, which js 
reeling and oer ge eo our vast and unheard. 
of expenditures. There is no faith of the Goy 
ernment, either express or implied, pledged to the 
whisky speculators, or any other class of indj- 
viduals in the same position. The faith of the 
Government is just as much pledged to the con. 
sumer of liquors, that it will not legislate to raise 
the price on him, as it is not to raise the tax on 
the holder. What claim have these liquor holders 
and liquor specylators on_us over and above the 
great masses of the com ity who consume the 
liquors for manufacturing, medicinal, and other 
purposes? Sir, they have no special claims upon 
Congress; they took their chances when they un- 
dertook to gamble upon congressional legislation, 
and they must accept the consequences. It should 
be the province of Congress to repress rather than 
to encourage this curse of speculation, which is 
the handmaid of that venality, corruption, and ex- 
travagance which alwaysattend the prosecution of 
great wars. 

Well, sir, this House, as I said before, by a vote 
of nearly two to one in a matter which seemed to 
have been fully discussed and thoroughly under- 
stood, determined that a tax should be imposed 
on the stocks of liquoron hand. Then it was that 
this vast private interest in the country became 
alarmed; it was a question whether $10,000,000 
of tax, after being paid by the public, should go 
into the hands of private individuals or into the 
Treasury of the United States. Soon the city 
becomes filled with these interested gentlemen 
who besiege the Halls of Congress and the doors 
of committee-rooms, urging their peculiar views 
of taxation in this particular with a degree of in- 
genuity and eloquence proportioned to the amount 
of interest each man had in the result of our legis- 
lation. They said to Senators and Representa- 
tives, ‘* Let there be light,’’ and, sure enough, 
‘there was light.’’ In speaking of the specula- 
tors and holders of liquors I speak in no personal 
sense, for I know nothing and would suggest 
nothing prejudicial to the personal character of 
any ofthem. They are insisting upon legislation 
in favor of their own interests and against what | 
believe to be the interests of the public generally, 
and it is to that I am opposed. 

The Senate struck out the provision of the 
House bill in regard to taxing stocks on hand, 
but as a partial equivalent for the loss of eightor 
ten millions by that action, they provided a slid- 
ing scale of taxation for the future by levying sev- 
enty cents a gallon on all liquors after the Ist of 
July next to the Istof January, 1865, and eighty 
cents a gallon on allafter that date. The Senate 
also struck out that provision in the House bill 
taxing forty cents per gallon additional on all im- 
ported liquors, thus deciding against levying & 
tax of forty cents on stocks on hand, but in lieu 
thereof putting on the additional tax on the sliding 
scale on all domestic liquors distilled after the 
passage of the act. Such was the action of the 
Senate in regard to the most material portions of 
the House bill. The bill being returned to the 
House, thus amended by the Senate, we exhibit 
to the country the wonderful change which had 
been wrought in the opinions of honorable mem- 
bers. Nearly two thirds of the House having 
voted originally for the proposition to tax whisky 
on hand, there was now found a majority of three 
votes to concur in the Senate amendment striking 
out that tax. The House having, therefore, voted 
that it would not impose a tax of forty cents ad- 
ditional on the stock on hand, I voted to non-con- 
cur with the Senate amendment fixing the sliding 
scale of tax for liquor hereafter distilled. | voted 
in that way in the hope that if the stock on hand 
could not be taxed the full forty cents additional 
which the House had originally determined 0”, 
the sliding scale might be raised, and a less rate 
tax for that on hand might be agreed upon, 8° 
that about the same amount of revenue might be 
derived as would have been obtained if the on 
ginal House bill had become a law. 
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But you will see, Mr. Speaker, by the report of 
the conference committee, that there is not only 
nothing in the bill that imposes any tax whatever 
on the stock on. hand, but the sliding scale on 
jiquor hereafter distilled has been actually reduced 
from seventy and eighty cents ona gallon to sixty- 
five and seventy cents on a gallon. While the 
“House concurred in the Senate amendment not to 
tax domestic liquors on hand, it refused to concur 
in its amendment striking out the tax on foreign 
liquors on hand, The House did not, therefore, 
settle any principle by its action on this subject, 
it only determined it would not levy a tax of forty 
cents a gallon on domestic liquors on hand. 1 will 
not violate any parliamentary rule or usage by 
referring to any action of the committee of con- 
ference, but I will state what I wish had been done 
by that committee. ‘The House and Senate hav- 
ine both agreed they would not tax domestic 
liquors on hand forty cents a gallon, I would have 
heen glad if the committee had imposed a tax of 
twenty cents a gallon on stocks on hand, and raised 


the sliding scale from seventy to eighty cents from | 
and after next July to the Ist of next January, | 


and one dollar a gallon after thattime. Such an 
amendment to the bill by the committee of con- 
ference could have been made in conformity to 
parliamentary ractice and to the usage of such 
committees. The bill thus amended would have 

ielded to a great extent the amount of revenue 
which the condition of the country demands from 
such an interest, and the burden of the taxation 
would fall where it belongs. I hope the House 
will, therefore, vote down the report of the com- 
mittee, so that another committee may be ap- 
pointed that will insist upon such a modification 
of the differences between the two Houses as will 
secure to the Treasury at least a portion of the 
immense sum to be paid by the people which 
otherwise would go into the pockets of the specu- 
lators. But if the House will not do this on this 
bill, f think gentlemen will find out the contro- 
versy on this question has but just opened. The 
attention of the people must be attracted to it, and 
when the next revenue bill comes up the whole 
ground must be gone over again, after we have 
been instructed by an enlightened public senti- 
ment, 

But, Mr. Speaker, it is not only on account of 
what is lost to the Treasury, and the injustice to 
the public which flows from permitting this stu- 
pendous private interest to go unwhipped of a just 
taxation, that I shall regret the refusal of Con- 
gress to impose this tax on liquors on hand. It 
is a fearful indication to me that in our legislation 
here the interests of combinations of individuals, 
of monopolizers, speculators, and corporations, 
interests which can bear taxation, are to be com- 
paratively exempted, while the great burden of 
the tax is to fall upon the masses of the people 
who are the least able to bear its weight. Let 
Congress undertake to impose even the most 
proper taxation on any of the great interests such 
as | have spoken of, the representatives of those 
interests will swarm the city and penetrate our 
committee-rooms, and into our legislative halls; 
but the masses of the people, our own constitu- 
ents, upon whom all of this tax is to fall, if these 
interests escape, have no outside agents here to 
argue their side of the case before our committees. 
They have confided to their Representatives in 
this Hall the great duty of watching their interests 
in all these matters so vital to thm. Itisa wise 
provision of our Constitution which declares that 
all bills for raising revenue must originate in the 
House of Representatives. As the taxes to be 
raised would fall on the people, it was wise to pro- 
vide that their immediate Representatives, those 
more immediately responsible to them, should 
alone have the power of originating measures for 
taxatiun. Our constituents, therefore, have a 
right to look to us for the protection of their in- 
terests in the revenue bills we are to enact, and in 
this matter of imposing taxes uponthem. While 
they are at home pursuing their ordinary avoca- 
“tions, in the fields and in the workshops, it is 
proper for them to demand of their Representa- 
tives here that they shall vigilantly guard all their 
interests, and permit no burdens to fall on them 
which ought to fall on other interests. Thiscon- 
dence having been reposed in me by a constit- 
vency whose interests | have never yet misrep- 
resented, | propose to stand to the end where I 
have always stood on this proposition, and shall 
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vote against the report of the committee of con- 


ference, in order that we may have a new com- | 


mittee who will bring in a bill embracing the 
features l so much desire to see incorporated in 


| it. I move to disagree to the report of the com- 
| mittee, 


Mr. FERNANDO WOOD. Mr. Speaker, 
my colleague upon the committee of conference 
from Illinois [Mr. Wasnsurne] has stated rea- 
sons why he did not concur in the report which 
was made, and it becomes my duty now to state 


| reasons way I did concur inthat report. I desire 


to say that I now agree fully with the gentleman 
from Illinois:in all he has said in support of the 
principles of the amendment which I had the 
honor to offer, and which was adopted by so 
large a vote of the House. I believe that that 
amendment is right; I believe it is politic, that 
it is wise to tax the whisky on hand. 

I regretted exceedingly that the Senate by so 
large a vote should differ with the House upon 
that point; and [ regretted much more that gen- 
tlemer, no doubt from proper motives, found it 
necessary to change their positions upon that 
point. 

As was said by the gentleman who has just 
taken his seat, the principles of that amendment 
were ably discussed here. All the views which 
could possibly be advanced in favor of it were 
advanced; and all which could be possibly said 
against it was said against it. I listened atten- 
tively to the arguments upon the other side, but 
1 heard not one that convinced me that the amend- 
ment was not just, right, and proper or that it 
was not in accordance with principles heretofore 
established by the Goverrment to tax the stock 
onhand. And Iam ready now to coéperate with 
the gentleman from Illinois, and with any other 
member of this House, in sustaining that view, 
and in incorporating it, if we can, into this bill. 

But, sir, as | understand the powers and duties 
of conference committees, they are confined ex- 
clusively to those points about which the two 
Houses of Congress differ; conference commit- 


| tees are appointed because there are differences 
| between the two Houses of Congress; and the 


jurisdiction of a committee of conference can ex- 
tend only to those points of difference. Ifthat is 
true they had no power to take up any other ques- 
tion, especially one, as in this case, upon which 
the two Scents had originally differed, but after- 
wards agreed. 

The very able gentlemen upon that conference 
committee, gentlemen of very enlarged experience 
in public affairs in this country, and especially in 
legislation, whose opinions and experience were 
entitled to the highest consideration, stated that 
the Senate by a very nearly unanimous vote had 


| sustained the Vice President in ruling that the re- 
port of a conference committee which contained | 


matters not at issue was out of order and would 
not be received. 

Mr.W ASHBURNE, of Illinois. Will the gen- 
tleman yield to me a moment? 

Mr. FERNANDO WOOD. Certainly. 

Mr. WASHBURNE, of Illinois. I think I 


understand the argument of the gentleman from 


New York, and I must be permitted to differ with 
him in regard to the jurisdiction of the committee 
of conference upon this bill. It will be recol- 
lected, as 1 stated in the few remarks I have made, 


House bill which imposed a tax on domestic 
liquors on hand, But the principle did not stop 
there; the House further in their bill imposed a 
tax upon foreign liquors on hand. D 
concurred with the Senate in that amendment, 
striking out the tax upon domestic liquors, we re- 


| fused to concur with the Senate in striking out the 


tax upon foreign liquors. Therefore it was a bal- 
anced question in the House. We had decided 


| neither one way nor the other, and it was not fore- 
| closed to the committee of conference to take this 


whole subject under consideration. 

3ut further than that, I differ from the principle 
which the gentleman has suggested. I say—and 
I speak from personal observation of what has 
been the action of these conference committees 
for ten or twelve years—I say the committee of 
conference could agree to an amendment which 
was germane to an amendment upon which the 


Although we | 


| 
| 
| 





two Houses agreed, or germane to the bill itself. | 
| In my judgment there was no difficulty, no par- 


| 
| 
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| the two Houses upon the subject. 


77 
would have prevented the committee of confer- 
ence, when they were considering the amend- 
ments, from considering such an amendment. 

Mr.STEVENS. The gentleman will recollect 
—and I may mention it now that discussion is 
opened—that in committee the question of juris- 
diction was decided adverse to the right of taking 
up this matter. 

Mr. WASHBURNE, of Illinois. I did not 
feel at liberty to refer to any action of the com- 
mittee, 

Mr. STEVENS. The committee did decide 
against the jurisdiction. 

Mr. WASHBURNE, of Illinois. My friend 
need not have told me that, but I appeal from the 
decision of that committee to the representatives 
of the people, who are sent here to guard the peo- 
ple’s interest. I say that in my judgment that 
committee had a perfect right t6 make such an 
amendmentas I have indicated, and in that | be- 


| lieve | could appeal with confidence to the Speak- 
| er, and I know I can appeal with confidence to 


our Journal clerk, (Mr. Barclay,) who has been 
such for twenty years, and who, I undertake to 


| say, is the best parliamentarian in this country. 


Mr. FERNANDO WOOD. The gentleman 
from Illinois made precisely the same speech be- 
fore the committee of conference upon this ques- 
tion which he has made now. I was not suffi- 
ciently familiar with the rules governing the action 
of conference committees to have any opinion of 
my own as to the power of conference committees 
under such circumstances. But it is a sufficient 
answer to say that gentlemen who have been six- 
teen years continuoasly in either gne or the other 
Houses of Congress, gentlemen who were here 
twenty-two years ago, holding seats in these con- 
ference committees, did differ with the gentleman 


| from Illinois. A large majority differed with him. 


[t was there settled that there was no power to 
take up, to determine, to take from, or to add to, 
the provisions of this revenue bill, or to treat upon 
any subject, ifthere had not beenan issue between 
In my inex- 


| perience I naturally yielded, upon this question 





| of jurisdiction, to a majority of the committee 
of conference of which I had the honor to be a 


member. 

Again, sir, as L understood my duty, it was to 
represent, so far as I had the power, the decision 
of the House of Representatives. Although the 
decision of this question of taxing liquors on hand 
was directly in opposition to my own opinion and 


my vote, yet looking upon my position as simply 
| arepresentative upon that committee of the wishes 


of the House of Representatives, I had no dis- 
cretion, no option, and was obliged to represent 
that sentiment as it was expressed in a concurrent 
vote with the action of the Senate. 

Therefore, although I have changed no opinion 
as to the necessity or propriety of taxing whisky 
on hand, and although I am ready to vote with 


| the gentleman from Illinois to fix this same feature 
| upon any other bill which may be reported from 
| the Committee of Ways and Means, I felt con- 
| vinced upon this question here, signed the report, 
_and am ready to sustain that report by my vote 


now. 
The SPEAKER stated that, as the powers of 


| conference committees had been under discussion 
|| in the committee which has just reported, with 
that the Senate struck out that portion of the | 


the right of the Presiding Officer to rule out their 
report, and as the gentleman from I]Knois had 
appealed to him to state his opinion thereon, the 
Chair would give it if there was no objection. 
The conference report that was ruled out of order 
by the Vice President was made during the last 
Congress. Hisdistinct recollection was that after 
settling the disagreements between the two Houses 
that conference committee recommended to both 
Houses of Congress to amend the original text, 
which had not been referred to them at all, and 


| over which consequently they had no jurisdiction, 


The Chair believed then, as now, that the Vice 
President had decided correctly. 

3ut as to the power and right of a conference 
committee to recommend a concurrence in pend- 
ing amendments by adding amendments thereto, 
the Chair had no doubt whatever, especially if the 
proposed amendments differed in any material de- 
gree from amendments rejected by both Houses, 
and also related to the article or subject referred 
to in the disagreeing votes referred to them for 


\| liamentary law, no parliamentary usage, which || adjustment. 
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The Chair thought it but right to state this 
opinion, after being publicly appealed to, that con- 
ference committees, which might be influenced in 
their action hereafter by the allusions to parlia- 
mentary law in to-day ’s debate, could clearly un- 
derstand the opinion of the Chair as to their power, 
its extent, and its limitations. 


Mr. WARD. Mr. Speaker, the gentleman from 


Ilinois yields to me for a few minutes, and I 
avail myself of the courtesy thus extended with 
no intention of entering into a general discussion 
of this question. Iwas detained from the House 
by illness during a portion of the time when this 
subject was discussed. The bill,as reported by 


the Committee of Ways and Means, was pro- | 


spective in its operation, except as to spirits on 
shipboard bound to the United States, and in 
bonded warehouses and public stores. The hon- 


orable members who addressed the House in be- | 
half of the committee supported this mode of tax- i] 5 , 
practice has always been to consider goods thus 


ation as proper, just,and feasible. My colleague, 
{Mr. Fernanno Woop,] however, moved an 
amendment, that the increased tax of forty cents 
should apply to all whisky on hand for sale, with 


a view, as alleged, to reach speculators without | 


reference to the injury it would inflict upon dis- 
tillers, persons legitimately engaged in the trade, 
and consignees who had made advances upon 
spirits at the present rates of taxation. Itis un- 
necessary for me to point out in detail the injury 
that would thus have been inflicted upon distillers 
and others, because the Senate, perceiving the in- 


them as to domestic and foreign spirits on hand 
for sale. I deemed it due to the constituency I 
represent to oppose these changes, and as they 
were adopted by this House, I voted against the 
whole bill in that objectionable shape, although 
disposed to favor a liberal system of taxation in 
a proper form. My colleague [Mr. Fernanpo 
W oop] urged his amendmentas a revenue meas- 
ure, necessary for the support of the Govern- 
ment. His amendment, and others of a like char- 
acter, having been adopted, and the bill made to 
conform to his views, he voted against it. 

I am opposed to all retroactive taxation. The 
persons engaged in distilling and vending spirits 
are disposed to submit to a liberal tax upon this 
article 1f made prospective, and would submit to 
even one dollar per gallon in that form if required 
by the necessities of the Government. 

Mr. GRINNELL. Lunderstand the gentleman 
from New York to say that he would be willing 
to vote for a tax of a dollar a gallon on whisky. 
I ask him, then,if he will vote against concurring 
in the report of the committee of conference, so 
that we may have the question taken as to whether 
we will impose a tax of one d llar a gallon or 
SIXty cents? 


Mr. WARD. While I believe my constituents 


would be willing to submit to a tax of adollar a | 


gallon on whisky, in the manner | have suggested, 
1 prefer that my friend should let my action indi- 
cate my views when the question comes up. 

As a necessary sequence to the general tenor of 
the amendments taxing all spirits on hand, the 
House negatived my proposition to exempt such 
as might be actually on shipboard bound to the 
United States, and in bonded warchouses and pub- 
lic stores, 

The committee of conference has agreed to strike 
out the retroactive features of the bill, so that the 
jwereased tax will only apply to future manufac- 
tures, but have omitted to exempt goods on ship- 
board and in bonded warehouses and publicstores, 
so that ifa vessel arrives the day atier the act is 
passed the importer who sent his orders abroad 
without anticipating the proposed increase must 
pay the additional tax. This is clearly unjust. 
Itisa most obnoxious discrimination against a 
numerous and influential class of citizens who 
contribute largely to the commercial prosperity 
of the country, and is, I believe, without a par- 
allel in the legislation of this country. The act 
of March 2, 1861, did not take effect until April 
1, 1861—twenty-nine days afier its passage. By 


its thirty-third section it excepted all goods actu- | 


ally on shipboard and bound to the United States 
within fifteen days after the passage of the act, 


justice of the retroactive amendments, removed | 


and also provided that the increased duty should | 


not affect goods in public stores until the Ist of 
April, thus affording time for withdrawal. By 
section five of the actof August 5, 1861, the same 
classes of merchandise were exempted. The act 


enforced. 


| in transitu as if they were on hand. 


| feature inflicting such great injustice te commer- || 
| cial interests which I have the honor to repre- | 


| or on the part of the gentleman from New York, | 


| declares his opinion to have been concurrent with 


| ing with the House on the subject, so that, if the 
| view of the gentleman from New York is correct, 
| itshould have been applied to the sliding scale, and 

he should not, as a representative of the House, || 


| on the stock on hand in that general language in 


of July 14, 1862, did not come fully into operation | 
until the following Ist of August, and excepted 

from increased duty (section twenty-one) all goods 

in bonded warehouses on August I, provided they 

were withdrawn within three months from their | 
importation. Goods on board ship on August 1 || 
were subject to increased duty, but as that date || 
was seventeen days after the passage of the act, || 
it afforded sufficient time for most of the goods, | 
bona fide ordered and shipped without anticipation 
of increased duty, to arrive before the law was 


The act now before Congress is to fake effect on 
its passage without excepting spirits on the way 
to the United States, although up to this time mer- 
chandise on shipboard has always been excepted 
from increased dese, or a future day named when 
the law should take effect, allowing a reasonable | 
time for arrivals, thus practically exempting such 
goods from the additional and unexpected tax. The 


The ship- 
per cannot call the vessel back to port to discharge | 
cargo, nor can the consignee prevent the arrival | 
in the United States. 

Domestic manufacturers will have immediate 
notice of the passage of the act, but American | 
agents and consignors residing abroad in those 
countries whence the articles are usually sent must 
remain fifteen or twenty days without any oppor- 
tunity of knowing the fact. 

The bill as reported by the committee of con- 
ference I cannot sustain, containing as it does a 








sent, 

Mr. STEVENS. Mr. Speaker—— 

Mr. KASSON. I presume the gentleman from 
Pennsylvania will move the previous question be- 
fore he concludes his remarks. 

Mr. STEVENS. That is my intention. 

Mr. KASSON. Will the gentleman allow me 
about three minutes of his time? 

Mr. STEVENS. Certainly, sir. 

Mr. KASSON. I want to make a remark in 
connection with the proposition for another com- 
mittee of conference. It seems that there has been 
a serious mistake either on the part of the House 


[Mr. Fernanpo Woop,] who, in part, represented 
the House in the committee of conference. He 


that of others on the committee that, inasmuch as 
the House had voted to strike out the proposition 
for a tax on the stock on hand, of forty cents per 
gallon, additional, the committee was precluded 
from considering that question. On that theory 
the gentleman seems to have acted with what he 
supposes to have been the opinion of the House. | 
It seems, however, that he concurred in reducing | 
the sliding scale; in connection with which I ven- 
ture to say that he did not represent the opinion | 
of a majority of the House. If the House voted 


anything on the sliding scale it voted to reject it || 


entirely, justas it voted to reject entirely the prop- 
osition to tax the stock on hand. 

Now, the pointto which | wish to call the atten- 
tion of the House is the necessity for a commit- 
tee of conference that shall be in fall understand- 





have consented to the sliding scale. On the con- 
trary, [ hold that the House voted simply not to 
impose an additional tax of forty cents per gallon 


which it was proposed by the gentleman from New 
York. But this House never expressed its opin- 


lon that it would not impose an additional tax of 


| searching for it in small quantities. 


| the [louse has not been fairly heard in the confer- 


| 


twenty cents per gallon on the stock on hand, in | 
barrels or casks, so as to exclude the idea of 





And here is the great point, 1 submit, in which | 


ence committee, from the fact that they, it seems, 
have declined to allow another form of stating the | 
same question which came before the committee 
on the partof the Senate. For this reason | hope 
the ELouse will reconsider the bill upon this ques- 
tion of a sliding scale, for the purpose of putting | 
it more in accordance with what we know to be 
the opinion of the House, and also for the pur- 
pose of raising in another form the proposition 
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against which the House voted when the tax was 
to be fixed upon the stock on hand at forty cents 
per gallon. 

Mr. STEVENS. | most earnestly hope this 
House will not stultify itself in any such Manner 
Now, sir, can show in five minutes that the po- 
sition taken by the committee of conference, and 
agreed to by the gentleman from New York, [Mr 
Fernanpo Woop,] is the only parliamentary rule 
the committee could possibly have adopted. 

There was a proposition coming to this House 
from the Senate that upomall liquors distilled and 
removed previous to the Ist day of July next g 
tax eall be laid of sixty cents pergallon. That 
was agreed to by the House, and the committee 


| could not adoptan amendment requiring any other 


tax to be imposed on these liquors, unless it dis. 
regarded every rule which has ever governed com- 
mittees of conference. 

The next thing, we agreed with the Senate to 
strike out the principle contained in the amend- 
ment of the gentleman from New York, (Mr. 
FERNANDO Woop,| taxing the domestic liquors 
on hand. The House agreed to that; and if we 
had any regard to the instructions of the House, 
we were bound not to put any tax upon the do- 
mestic liquors on hand, for both these points had 
been decided by the House and by the Senate cop- 
currently; and no principle of parliamentary law 
would allow us to take into consideration any 
| matter which had been decided by the concurrent 





vote of both Houses of Congress. 

But then the House disagreed to the amend- 
| ment of the Senate fixing the duty at seventy and 
| eighty cents upon liquors distilled after the Ist 
day of July and the Ist day of January respect- 
ively. The House refused to agree tothat. We 
could not tell why, but I venture to say thatnine 
out of ten of the men who in this House voted 
against that proposition voted against it because 
they thought it was too high; we therefore in 
lowering that duty did it in obedience to what we 
supposed to be the sense of the House. Wedid 
not reduce it much, only five cents per gallon on 
one and ten cents upon the other, leaving the rates 
still sixty-five and seventy cents. 

Now I deny that there is any practice or rule 
of parliamentary law by which we could possi- 
bly have taxed the stock on hand. 

tis true that we refused to concur in the amend- 


| upon foreign liquors; but that had nothing more 
| to do with the principle allowing it upon domes- 
tic liquors than with any other duty in the bill. 
| It was in an entirely different part of the bill, and 
nowhere connected with it. Anything connected 
with duties upon foreign liquors was open; but 
as to the duty on the stock of domestic liquors on 
hand I deny that any fair principle of legislation 
would have allowed the gentleman from New 
York to have reinstated it, or have allowed this 
| House to reinstate it. It would have been anas- 
sumption upon the part of the committee to reverse 
_adecision made by the concurrent vote of both 

branches of Congress. 
But it seems there is never to be an end of this 





'| matter in this House. Men who are on the tem- 


perance side of the question have become as much 
intoxicated upon this question of liquor as if they 
had been drinking whisky for a month. [Laugh- 
ter.] They have become so giddy —_ the sub- 
| ject as to have Wst all reason, as to have forgol- 
ten, certainly, all parliamentary law. The gen- 
tleman from Illinois, with that kind of pertinacily 
which I very much admire when directed to & 
laudable object, but which sometimes degenerates 
into obstinacy when he is wrong—of course I do 
not mean in the gentleman from Illinois, but In 
others [laughter]—I say with that pertinacity 
| which is so commendable tells us that he is still 
| in favor of retroactive taxes. He is certainly in 
| 


favor of retroactive discussion, for we have dis- 
cussed this same subject here for days, I believe 
for weeks, and yet he is not satisfied with the 
action of the House upon it, but comes back upon 
it with a most retroactive vehemence. He tells 
us, and I hope gentlemen will not be alarmed, 
though I was a little alarmed when he intimated 
that if we pass this bill without this retroactive 
| clause that will not be the last of it, but that he will 
| follow it up to doomsday whenever he gets 4 fair 
chance. I would almost say that upon the next 
committee of conference 1 would agree to his 
proposition rather than to have it brought up upo” 





ment of the Senate allowing an additional duty . 
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every Dill that is to come up. & 
that, if the [louse insists upon its course, even 
hie sturdy constitution will become exhausted. 


Laughter] 


Mr. WASHBURNE. There is no danger of | 


that. 


Mr. STEVENS. I hope there may be. 


Mr. Speaker, the gentleman states that the | 


country loses revenue by this measure. I deny 
it. [say that we gain revenue by this measure 
over any measure adopted by this House and 
amended by the Senate. The committee of con- 


ference bill will produce the first year more rev- | 


enue than the House bill, and every year after 
§9,000,000 more than the House bill which we 
amended, and which the gentleman from Illinois 
[Mr. WasusurNe] has advocated. Let not the 
gentleman, therefore, delude the country with the 
idea that we are throwing away revenue by this 


We are doing no such thing; on the 


measure. 3D 


contrary, We are gaining revenue, 

He says that he voted against the Senate amend- 
ment because it was not high enough. He wanted 
itto be adollar. Ido not know what motive the 
eentleman had for voting against it. I do not 
know what motives othergentlemen had, but I will 
venture to say that more voted against it because 
it was too high than that it was too low. 

Mr. Speaker, it is time that we were done with 
this. It is time that this deleterious agitatio 
should cease. 

Gentlemen talk about speculators besieging the 
committee rooms. I do not know wha besieged 
him. 
were. I think that he would stand out against an 
army of besiegers. Nobody appeared before the 
committee but distillers. No speculators, no man 
who had stock upon hand appeared before us. 
Seventy-two distillers, the largest in the whole 
country, were before the Senate committee and 
the House committee. They asked us to fix it, 
and we have. I hope the House will have done 
with the matter, and I therefore demand the pre- 
vious question. 

Mr. ODELL. Lask the gentleman from Penn- 
sylvania to yield to me for a question. 

‘Mr. STEVENS. I yield to the gentleman for 
that purpose. 

Mr.ODELL. Lunderstood my colleague [Mr. 
Warp] to say that the result of the adoption of 
the report of the committee of conference would 


be to tax foreign liquors on which duties had not | 


been paid. 

Mr.STEVENS. I suppose your colleague in- 
tended to say that it would put additional duty 
upon those imported after this time. 

Mr. ODELL. He said that and the other. 

Mr. STEVENS. Then he was mistaken. I 
renew the demand for the previous question. 

The previous question was seconded, and the 
main question ordered. 

Mr. WASHBURNE, of Illinois. What has 
become of my motion? 

The SPEAKER. If the report of the commit- 
tee of conference be rejected, the Chair will rec- 
ognize the gentleman. 


Mr. WASHBURNE, of Illinois, demanded the 
yeas and nays. 

The yeas and nays were ordered. 

The question was taken; and it was decided in 
the negative—yeas 57, nays 86; as follows: 


YEAS—Messrs. James C. Allen, Ancona, Baily, Blow, 
Cobb, Cole, Cravens, Henry Winter Davis, Dawson, Den- 


nison, Eldridge, English, Fenton, Finck, Griswold, Har- | 
Holman, Hooper, King, Law, Lazear, Long, | 


rington, 
Marvin, McAllister, McBride, MeIndoe, Middleton, Wil- 


liam H. Miller, James R. Morris, Leonard Myers, Nelson, | 


Noble, Charles O'Neill, John O'Neill, Orth, Patterson, 
Pendleton, Perry, Pomeroy, Alexander H. Rice, Robinson, 
Schenck, Scott, Shannon, Smithers, Stevens, Stiles, 
Strouse, Van Valkenburgh, Voorhees, Whaley, Wheeler 
hilton A. White, Wilder, Winfield, Fernando Wood and 

Woodbridge—57. , 
, NAY 5—Messrs. Alley, Allison, Anderson, Arnold, Ash- 
ey, Augustus C. Baldwin, John D. Baldwin Baxter, Bea- 
pee B. Blair, Boutwell, Boyd, Brandegee, Brooks, 
a mes § - Brown, Chanfér, Ambrose W. Clark, Clay, Cox, 
feswell, Dawes, Deming, Dixon, Driggs, Eckley, Eden, 
iserton, Eliot, Farnsworth, Frank, Ganson, Gooch, Gri- 
nie re Hale, Harding, Benjamin G. Harris, Herrick, 
ei sahel W. Hubbard, John H. Hubbard, Hulburd, 
Francie yam Johnson, Julian, Kalbfleisch, Kasson, 
“te - - Kellogg, Orlando Kellogg, Le Blond, Loan, 
lee er, McClurg, McDowell, Samucl F. Mil- 
aces z ead, Daniel Morris, Morrison, Amos Myers, 
Bawerd 7 a Perham, Pike, Price, William H. Randall, 
Stebbins a noiins, Ross, Scofield, Sloan, Spalding, Starr, 
worth, W ohn B. Steele, Sweat, Tracy, Upson, Wads- 
» Ward, Elihu B. Washburne, William B. Washburn, 


But, sir, | hope 


I think he would hold out, whoever they | 
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Webster, Joseph W. White, Williams, Wilson, and Win- 
dom—86. 


So the report was rejected. 

During the vote, 

Mr. WOODBRIDGE stated that his colleague, 
Mr. Morritu, was confined to his room by in- 
disposition. 

The vote was then announced as above recorded. 

Mr. WASHBURNE, of Illinois, moved to re- 
consider the vote by which the report was rejected; 
and also moved that the motion to reconsider be 
laid upon the table. 

The latter motion was agreed to. 


Mr. WASHBURNE, of Illinois, moved that 
the House do further insist upon its disagreement 
to the amendments of the Senate heretofore insisted 
upon, and ask for another conference on the dis- 
agreeing votes between the two Houses. 

The motion was agreed to; and Messrs. Wasu- 
BURNE Of Illinois, Kasson, and Dawson were ap- 


pointed managers of said conference on the part of 
the House. 


EXECUTIVE COMMUNICATION. 


The SPEAKER, by unanimous consent, laid 
before the House a communication from the Pres- 
ident of the United States, transmitting a copy of 
correspondence which has recently taken place be- 
tween her Britannic Majesty ’s minister accredited 


to this Government, and the Secretary of State, 


in order that the expediency of sanctioning the ac- 
ceptance by the master of the American schooner 
Highlander of a present of a watch which the 
Lords of the Committee of her Majesty’s Privy 
Council for Trade proposed to present to him in 


| recognition of services rendered by him tothe crew 


of the British vessel Pearl, may be taken into 
consideration. 


NAVAL APPROPRIATION BILL. 


Mr. STEVENS. I move that the rules be sus- 
pended, and-that the House resolve itself into the 
Committee of the Whole on the state of the Union 
upon the naval appropriation bill. 

Pending that motion, | move that all general 


debate be closed on that bill in an hour and a half || 
after the Committee of the Whole resumes its | 


| 
j 
| 
| 
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beautiful burst of eloquence from the gentleman 
from Maryland, induced me to change my mind. 
| He spoke in defense of himself nn that proud 
old State, now marching with rapid strides to the 
citadel of freedom. I crave your indulgence while 
I allude to matters originating in the West, inti- 
mately connected with this Government, affecting 
its present and its future, and entitled, in my es- 
timation, to the briefconsideration which I entreat 
you to bestow upon them. These matters have 
| been brought up by two occurrences in this end 
of the Capitol. The first was the introduction of 
a resolution, which the Clerk will read: 
The Clerk read, as follows: 


‘**In the House of Representatives, United States, Feb- 
ruary 1, 1864, Mr. Buair, of Missouri, introduced the fol- 
lowing resolution, on which he demanded the previous 
question : 

“Resolved, Thataspecial committee be appointed by the 
Speaker of the House, to consist of five members, with 
authority to inquire into and report upon the practical op- 
eration and results of the act of Congress regulating com- 
mercial intercourse with the States declared to be in in 
surrection against the authority of the Government, and 
whether the regulations of the Treasury Department which 
purport to have been made in pursuance of said act, as car- 
ried out by the Department, comply with its design. To 
examine particularly and report upon the manner in which 
said act has been executed, and whether any frauds have 
been practiced on the Government by the officers or agents 
employed under said act, and whether any favoritisin to 
individuals or localities has been shown in its execution; 
and to inquire further whether the effect of said act and of 
the said regulations of the Treasury Department has been 
to prevent supplies from reaching the rebels or to facilitate 
the object. That said committee have power to send for 
persons and papers and to employ a clerk, with the usual 





consideration, and that thereafter it be made a | 


special order from day to day until disposed of. 

Mr. COX. I have no objection to making the 
bill a special order, but | hope the gentleman will 
give two hours for general debate. 

Mr. STEVENS. The reason why I mentioned 
one hour and a half was that the gentleman who 
is entitled to the floor has only half an hour un- 
expired, and another gentleman wants an hour. 

Ar. COX. The gentleman on the floor has 
spoken only ten minutes, and another gentleman 
wants an hour. 

Mr. STEVENS. I will modify my motion, 
and make the time two hours. 

The motion, as modified, was agreed to. 

The motion to suspend the rules to go into the 
Committee of the Whole on the state of the Union 
was agreed to. 

The House accordingly resolved itself into the 
Committee of the Whole on the state of the Union, 
(Mr. Wasusurne, of Illinois, in the chair,) and 
proceeded to the consideration of the naval appro- 
priation bill; on which the gentleman from Mis- 
souri (Mr. Bow] was entitled to the floor. 

Mr. BLOW. Mr. Chairman, for over two 
months | have listened to the speeches and debates 
on this floor, and observed the course of events in 
this House, withan interestand anxiety that have 
absorbed every faculty of my mind. With many 
sad moments, because no reflecting man can fail 
to see that we are trembling in the balance, [ have 
nevertheless had that most soothing of all feelings 
to the public man of to-day, the consciousness 
that in the fearful ordeal through which our be- 
loved country was passing, | was acting with its 
truest friends, and discharging important duties 
to the best of my humble ability. 

You will bear me witness, sir, that [ have sel- 
dom intruded, even for a moment, on the atten- 
tion of this honorable body, content that our more 
experienced members should lead in debate, and 
anxious that all measures actually necessary for 
the maintenance of the best interests of our Gov- 
ernment, its honor and character, should be adopt- 
ed at the earliest moment. I might have thus 
quietly continued my labors; but we are the crea- 
tures of circumstances, and a single thought, one 


amount of compensation, for the purpose of reducing to 
writing all testimony taken by said committee.” 


Mr. BLOW. The second, a speech from the 
gentleman from Missouri against the confiscation 
resolution lately passed in this House, the only 
»oints in which now worth noticing, so far as 

lissouri is concerned, relate to the radical del- 
egation in this House, and the radical party of 
the State of Missouri—the party that the gentle- 
man himself had such an honorable part in cre- 
ating, and which still holds in its ranks the men 
who contributed most to elevate him to the high 
position which he enjoyed in the past, and whose 
confidence was given him ata time when some of 
the leading conservative newspapers which now 
print and praise him had no words of contempt 
equal to their hatred and detestation of this antu- 
slavery leader. Yes, sir,the papers to which he 
so disparagingly alludes, and which he not long 
ago depended upon for support, are now held up 
to public scorn, and one, he says, was bought up 
by Frémont with public patronage. I have this 
much to say in relation to it as well as the West- 
liche Post, that the mere idea in St. Louis will be 
ridiculed. The fearless Democrat was never 
| bought, or its columns sold, and although my col- 
| league’s friends abound in wealth, all of them 
together have not enough to purchase its princi- 
ples. 

Here is what my colleague says of his ancient 
friends and supporters, the men who have never 
to this hour flinched in their devotion to this Gov- 
ernment, or been known to ask the aid of a gun 

or a traitor’s vote, but standing on the highest 
| ground that can be occupied by those purely and 
_ solely intent on saving this Republic, place prin- 
ciples far above theirlove for or fear of any man, 
| be his position ever so elevated, or his power 
above that of emperors and autocrats: 

“Of a piece with the ingenious, but rather disingenuous 
assault of the gentleman from Penusylvania upon the Pres- 
ident is an occurrence which took place in the other end 
of the Capitol some days since, ayd which I find reeorded 
in the Daily Globe. A Senator from my own State [Mr. 
Brown] presented what purported to be a memorial trom 
members of the Legislature of Missourl, and a pretest of 
four Representatives from that State, against the confirm- 
ation of General Schofield as a major general. I do not 
mention this circumstance to comment on the extraordinary 
and mostunbecoming declaration contained in that protest, 
in which these four members claim to be the oaly repre- 
sentatives of the Union men of Missouri, for there is noth 

| ing in the character or history of either of them to warrant 

| this arrogant assumption, but for the purpose of exposing a 
covert assault upon the President under the pretext of de- 
feating the confirmation of General Schofield. 

‘If it had been the object to effect the latter purpose this 
paper would have been presented in executive sesston, 
where nominations are considered, and notin the open ses- 
sion of the Senate, as it purports to have been done, when 
no such matter can properly come before that body. ‘The 
memorial and protest contained only matters which had 
been previously submitted to the President by a great com- 
mittee of radicals which visited Washington for that pur- 
pose; and these statements had been examined into by the 
President, who, in his reply, plainly declared that he did 

| notbelieve themtobe true. Yetthe President is arraigned 
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upon these same stale and discredited statements before the || cially in times like these, toward those upon whom 


country upon the memorial of members of the Missouri Le 
gi ature and four members of this House, ander the pretense 
ng that General Schofield should not be confirmed, 
ifter an agreement was had with the Presi 


m should be 


of aski 
snd that, t00, 
dent that no opposite made to Schofield’s con 
drmation, but that he should be on his own request relieved 
from the command in Missouri. 

Ihe President, | presume, in his desire for peace 
nimong those who professed to be loyal, was willing to 
make this concession; but alter accepting the concession, 
these parties flew from their agreement, under the dicta 
tion of bolder and more open enemies ot the Presidentand | 
his Administration, who would not permit the opportunity | 
for assailing him to pass. To show the spirit which ani- | 
mated this assault upon the President by his professed 
friends, I will read to the House a few brief extracts from | 
the leading radical papers of Missouri. 

‘<The Westliche Post, the most influential German pa- | 
per in Missouri, says: 

*** IL is searcely necessary to repeat—apart from this se- 
rious and general danger which the reélection 6f Lincoln 
tireatens us—all bis special sins ad nauseam. We have at | 
present nothing to do but to declare herewith, once for all, 
that we, supported by honest conviction of all friends of 
freedom in our State, cannot support Mr. Lincoln’s reélec 
tion under any circumstances Ww hatever.’ 

‘The Missourian, a radical puper printed at Springfield, 
suufling the danger of Lincolu’s nomination, says: 

“<The earnest radicals of the Union will never be bound 
by the proceedings of any but a radical national conven- 
tion, and such convention will be called at an early day, 
In opite of all the obsolete Republican conventions thatcan | 
be gathered together.’ 

“The Missouri Democrat, a paper bought up by Fremont 
with public patronage, and which went heartily into his 
scheme for a western dictatorship, Whines over the recent | 
defeat of the radicals in Missouri, and says it Was accom- 
plished by three administrations combined— one at Wash- 
jngton, one at Richmond, and one at Jefferson City.’ 

“It was the spirit which animates these extracts, and 
which broke out in fury when it was rumored in Missouri 
that all opposition to the confirmation of Schofield was to 
be withdrawn, and he relieved from the command at his 
request, that drove these gentlemen from their agreement, | 
and produced the extraordinary spectacle at the other end 
of the Capitol. | 

**f should have had more respect for those engaged in itif 
the assault on the President had been characterized by the | 
same bold and open spiritas that which compelled it. L | 
trust that the friends of Mr. Lincoin’s Administration will 
hereafter be able tu appreciate the assumptions of those 
who claim to be the only representatives of the Union men 
of Missouri, in derogation of the character of others who 
have sustained the policy of the Government from the be- | 
ginning up to this hour.” 


Now, sir, before discussing this extract from | 
the gentleman’s speech | intend to dispose of this 
resolution, as another occasion may never offer. 
I first desire to call attention to the extraordinary 
spectacle of a gentleman claiming to be a patriot, 
a soldier, and a statesman, after a futile attempt 
in Missouri to degrade one of the purest men in 
this country, and one of the highest officers in a 
Government which he professes to love, dragging 
his malice after him in these Halls, and again en- 
deavoring to cast a stain upon a record which is 
engraved in the hearts of a grateful people, and at 
the same time making slanderous charges against 
the friends of this Government and the friends of 
human liberty. And worse than either, while 
thus prating about suspicions, not even dreamed | 
of by those who have faithfully devoted them- 
selves to this Government from the commence- 
ment of the present session, he is found in the | 
midst of his self-righteousness invoking the aid | 
of and acting with the opposition members of this | 
House. The men whom he has abused for years 
he now takes to his bosom; and with them he is 
at times arrayed against almost every acknowl- 
edged supporter of this Government. Every 
member of this House understands the injustice 
which can be practiced and the unkind ahetate 
which would be used by my colleague against the 
Secretary of the Treasury, were he placed at the 
head of a committee of investigation. Not that | 
any friend of the Administration is opposed to 
the investigation; not at all; let itbe as fullas our 
mostardentenemy could desire, but let it also be 
fai>; and this can easily be effected by referring 
the matter to an appropriate committee. 


| a people confidently relies for the nation’s honor 
and the nation’s salvation. 


But I can fancy the feelings of my colleague | 


just at this moment. He is congratulating him- 
self that he has succeeded, and that I am enter- 
ing upon the defense of a presidential aspirant. 
Bat this gentleman is greatly mistaken. The 
humblest man that serves this country in this its 
hour of peril is entitled to the friendship of every 
true patriot. I have never yet, thank God, failed 
to defend such a man. It is for the unselfish la- 
borer, the faithful officer who presides over the 
vast machinery that almost runs this Govern- 
ment, that my feeble voice is raised, and I donot 
envy that man, be he high or low, who can find 
iti his heart to be unjust or ungenerous, espe- | 





| lations embracing new premises was provided and 


| and of the opportunity it offered of vindicating their * mon- 
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The abuse of Mr. Chase, originating with my || 
colleague and his colaborers, kept up incessantly | 
in his St. Louis organ, and wrongfully attributed \ 


| in many instances to the merchants of St. Louis, || 


is based throughout the country upon wrongs ] 
charged by my colleague and his politico-trading 
friends to have been committed by the Secretary 
in restricting the trade of the nnn valley. 

To show the gross injustice already done, as is 
thought for political effect, and the greater mis- 
chief intended, I will as briefly and rapidly as 
possible allude to matters in connection with these 
trade regulations. Witha familiarity growing out 
of constant examinations into the regulations, 
earnest conversations with the President and the 
Secretaries, and a most ardent desire to assist in 
relieving the trade of the Mississippi valley, | 
have looked forward to relief whenever those high 
interests of our Government, tending to its suc- 
cess in suppressing the rebellion and maintaining 
a just consideration for its loyal people, would 
allow. 

At the outbreak of the rebellion the regulation 
of trade or prevention of supplies to the insurgents | 
was necessarily left with the military authorities, | 
aided when practicable by the revenue officers and 
special agents of the Treasury Department. 

A law of Congress, approved July 13, 1861, 
authorized the President to declare by proclama- 
tion States and parts of States where unlawful | 
combinations existed, &c., in insurrection, and 
thereafter all commercial intercourse between in- 
habitants of such States and parts of States and 
citizens of the rest of the United States was pro- | 
hibited, except as it might be licensed by the Pres- 
ident to be carried on only in pursuance of rules 
and regulations prescribed by the Secretary of the 





| Treasury. 


August 16, 1861, the President proclaimed cer- 


| tain States and parts of States in insurrection, 


Collectors and surveyors of customs at points 
having trade with insurrectionary districts were 
instructed, and a special agency of the Treasury 
Department was created, to supervise trade and 
prevent supplies to insurgents, 

May 20, 1862, additional powers were conferred 
on the Secretary of the Treasury in relation to 
this matter by a supplementary act of Congress. 
Special instru¢tions prescribing rulesand regula- 
tions*were, from time to time, issued to proper of- 
ficers and ageuts as transactions arose requiring 
them, until August 238, 1862, when a code of reg- 
ulations was issued. Cases of hardship on one 
side and of illegal trade on the other, not provided 
for, were constantly arising, and a code of regu- 


published March 31, 1863. 

On the I1th September, 1863, a more full and 
complete code of regulations, with all the laws 
and proclamations on the subject, with the orders 
of the War and Navy Departments approving 
them, and with the license of the President and 
his approvalsand proclamations, were published, 
under which commercial intercourse is now car- 
ried on. 





This information is within the reach of every || 


intelligent man in the country. It can be seen 
from the contents, almost at a glance, that the re- 
sponsibility rests on the President, and the Secre- 
taries of the Treasury, War, and Navy; and the 
statesman or general who undertakes to saddle itall 
upon any one of these officials, is willfully ignorant 
er willfully nanan yetnotwithstanding all of this, 
the acknowledged organ of my colleague has for 
months abounded in the vilest misrepresentations 
aud abuse of the Secretary on account of his, as 
they assert, restrictions on trade, and since my | 
colleague’s last effort opens its batteries with an 
increased disregard of the truth, a recent editorial 
that has been brought to my attention being an 
improvement on others in point of decency, | pro- 
ose to read it. It is from the St. Louis Daily 
Jnion of the Sth instant: 


“A BoMB-sHELL IN THE Coase Camp.—General Blair’s 
resolution of inquiry into the unnamable and inconceiv- 
able abominations of the trade regulations, has fallen like 
alive mortar-shell in the campof Mr. Chase’s friends. One 
would presume that they would be glad of an investigation 


arch-minded’ chief from the grave suspicions which the no- 
torious villainies conducted under these trade regulations 
have brought upon him. Butnotso. The virtuous friends | 
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never dreamed of such a thing. They can bear an 
of suspicion, any amount of accusation, any amoy 
gravest charges; but an investigation they pray 
livered from.”’ . 


This but feebly portrays the bitterness of th. 
hired demagogues who daily utter their slander 
through the columns: of a paper Owned, as jg 
claimed, by an association of forty gentlemey 
Let me state afew simple facts. Trade was pro- 
hibited by Congress, and not by the Secretary of 
the Treasury. He has always favored the mos, 
liberal trade compatible with prevention of syp. 
plies to the rebels; he believed that as we syp. 
yressed the insurrection and restored the author. 
ity of the Government over territory, that trade 
should be restored to its usual channels as near 
as practicable. At an early ane he adopted the 
motto, ‘* Let commerce follow the flag.” | ask 
that this letter to the special agent containing this 
motto may be read, and beg you to observe that 

it is dated as early as May, 1361, and isa key to 
| the entire action of the honorable Secretary. 

The Clerk read, as follows : 


TREASURY DEPARTMENT, May 29, 196), 


My Dear Mr. Me.ien: | am much obliged to you for 
yours of the 25th instant. ‘The topics whieh you mention 
have been subjects of much and somewhat painful reflec. 
tion with me. [have little doubt that the exchange of pro- 
| visions and supplies, except munitions of war, and other 

articles usually prohibited, would be more useful than ip- 

jurious. The difficulty, however, is this. The States eon. 
| trolled by insurrectionists, especially by insurrectionists 
exercising the powers of government, can hardly be regard 
| ed otherwise than as hostile communities with which th 
United States are for the time being at actual war. The 
rules applicable to the relations of war must be applied, 
If war existed between this country and England no trade 
whatever would be permitted. American property shipped 
to England and English property shipped to the United 
States would be liable to seizure. So constayt experience 
teaches us that property shipped to the insurrectionary 
States is liable to seizure, and actually seized; and if the 
property of citizens in those States, shipped to the United 
States, is not seized, it is simply because the Federal Goy 
ernment desires to treat them as far as practicable not as 
enemies but as citizens. I see no way in which safe in 
tercourse can be established between citizens of the loyal 
States and those under insurrectionary control. The ques- 
tion is not one of revenue, nor one of rights in a state of 
peace, but a question of supplies to enemies, and is con- 
| trolled by considerations belonging to a state of war. 

The best thing to be done, it seems to me, is to establish 
the power of the Government, in co peration with the peo 
ple of Kentucky and Western Virginia, within those lim 
its, and to let commerce follow the flag. This policy opens 
Missouri, Kentucky, and Western Virginia to trade, and 
will extend southward as rapidly and as far as the author- 
ity of the Federal Government can be restored. 

Continue your conversations with reflecting men, and 
let me know the result. 

Yours, &c., 


8S. P. CHASE, 
Secretary of the Treasury. 
| W. P. Metten, Esq., Special Agent, Cincinnati, Ohio. 


Mr. BLOW. The regulations from time to time 
prescribed demonstrate his purpose to conform to 
this motto. Each successive code was more |ib- 
eral in its provisions, and conceded more to the 
wants of the people than the one preceding it. 

I do not believe that Secretary Chase has ever 
been over-confident that any great public ood 
was being accomplished by the licenses of the 
President and the action of the Secretaries; but 
the law imposed the duty of prescribing regula- 
tions, and he had no alternative but to discharge 
official obligation, and he aimed to do it intelli- 
gently and with fidelity. Commercial intercourse 
was absolutely prohibited, except as licensed by 
the Presidentand regulated by the Secretary, and 
to his labors and exertions and regulations, sanc- 
tioned by the President and by other Departments 
of the Government, insurrectionary districts, and 
my colleague’s complaining friends, who have 
coined millions with their murmurs and slanders, 
are indebted for whatever privilege of trade, and 
even the supply of the necessaries of living, hey 
enjoy in the States south of Cairo. We all know— 
history proves it—that the prevention of unlawful 
traffic in time of war by civil agency is very difii- 
cult, if notimpracticable. ‘The military power }s 
the primary agency in subduing this rebellion, 
and whenever a military foree is present military 
orders are necessarily paramount. 

Men with guns in their hands insure a respect 
and fear greater than can be poarnees by men with 
civil commissions in their pockets. [am confi- 
dent there has been no time when the Secretary 
of the Treasury has not desired to be relieved 
from all supervision over this trade, and exper 
ence has satisfied him, as well as others, that with 
_ military aid and coéperation alone can these reg- 








of the Secretary desire anything but an investigation. ‘They 


| ulations be made more effectual than any other 
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pvernmental move in accomplishing the objects | 
Bait || cede that the trade regulations for 1863, and now 


| existing, should be satisfactory to every honest 
tion was to expose malversation on the part of || 


desired. ; . : 
If the intention of my colleague in his resolu- 


the Secretary, candor requires that he should have 
made a specific charge in his resolution. For if 
he ever brings any charge of political favoritism, 
or asserts that the Secretary has perverted the 
nower of patronage to his own political advant- 


ee or any other personal object, I feel certain || 


that these charges will be shown to be false and 
absolutely baseless. Itis known that Secretar 
Chase has appointed to offices in connection with 
this bureau, a8 important as any, those not re- 
arded as of his own political school, and it is 
safe to venture the assertion, and to challenge the 
roof to the contrary, that in all appointments 
made in connection with this business, no regard 
has been had to the personal preferences of any, 
no questions been asked, no conditions imposed, 
expressed or implied, and no effort whatever, any- 
where exerted, either in appointments or permits, 
to advance the political fortunes of the Secretary. 
I understand that no permits for trade of any 
character, either to sell merchandise or buy prod- 
ucts, have been given by the Secretary directly, 
and I believe it. All traffic and transportation tn | 
insurrectionary States has been under regulations | 
by which certain officers, at convenient localities, 
were authorized to grant permits, and all trans- 
portation prohibited except as permitted by those 
officers. 

The regulations are general and impartial in 
their provisions, and it is not known by the Pres- 
ident or Secretary, or believed by either, that there 
has been any corruption or unfaithfualness in their 
execution by the agents employed. And I assert 
that they are as well devised as any regulations 
can be for controlling commercial transactions and 
preventing contraband trade by civil administra- 
tionamid public discords in time of war. Butmy 
colleague perhaps has never read, certainly never 
studied, the laws and regulations which he has so 
constantly denounced, little feeling at the time that | 
every derfunciation of these regulations, because 
solely attributed by him and his trading friends 
to the Secretary of the Treasury, was also a de- 
nunciation of the President of the United States, 
who carefully examined and approved every one 
of them. It is the President, equally with his | 
Cabinet officers of the Treasury and War Depart- 
ments and department commanders and generals 
of the divisions, thatare bound to come under the 
investigating committee. I respectfully submit 
to my colleague that he should at the earliest mo- 
ment pass them all over to the committee on the 
conduct of the war if justice to his country and | 
uot persecution of one whom he has already at- 
tempted to wrong is the impelling motive. Why, 
Mr. Chairman, even while I am discussing this 
question the regulations relieving trade in the val- 
ley in certain articles are suspended at the request 
of the War Department, except when the usual 
authority from the Treasury agent is approved 
by acommanding general. Telegramsand letters 
have come to me every few days for two weeks 
complaining of certain supplies being again pro- 
hibited; and though trade was entirely relieved in 
the States of Missouri and Kentucky before my 
colleague’s resolution was laid over the last time 
he called itup, yet his complaints are so chronic 
that lam afraid he will not finish grumbling until 
we have an unrestricted free trade to San Fran- 
cisco by the gold mines, over a rail not made by 
English neutrals, but wrought from the ores of 
free Missouri by radical free-soil men, and laid 
down by a set of Jacobins whose very names 
bring up visions of defeat and disaster to that 
gentlemen. 

I have alluded to my colleague’s friends in con- 
Hection with these trade difficulties. Justice re- 
{ures that I should state that many of them since 
Rage commenced his assault, always unexplain- 
political i, upon the ground that it was purely 
fee ene made fortunes, and monstrous | 
ein, uring the rebellion in trade, traffic, and 
ee ro mostly in connection with the Gov- 
a Can evince a disposition to be just, I 
wal hae to poner from a conviction that they 
nentand oF a | ungenerous. The most promi- 
eae bee thiest of these firms, whose St. Louis 
euished ae Barton Able, has been distin- 
mI ool r his intense devotion to every act of 

Y colleague, and foremostin expressing, inevery 
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possible way, his gratitude and admiration, con- 


dealer. 

I will record this evidence, because itis a candid 
admission, and alike creditable to them and the 
Government: 

WasninoeTon City, February 10, 1864. 

Dear S1r: Yours of yesterday, on the subject of the ex- 
isting trade regulations on the Mississippi river, received, 
In reply We would respectfully state that while the mer- 
chants and business men of Memphis regard some of the 
regulations as burdensome and unnecessary, they are gen- 
erally satisfied with them. We think with some few mod- 
ifications they could be made all that any community situ- 
ated as ours is ought to ask for, and without the alterations 
we are fully satisfied that any honest man in our commu- 
nity ought to be able to transact business under them with 
profit to himselfand the Government. We have been able 
todoso. We paid to the Government, in the items of 
taxes and duties for the privilege of transacting our busi- 
ness for the year 1863, over one hundred thousand dollars, 
and would have paid cheerfully more, but the restrictions 


on trade during part of the year curtailed our business to | 
| some extent. 


Yet we never complained, believing the au- 
thorities imposing the restraints did so for the public good, 


| which ought to be considered paramount in all cases by all 


good citizens. 

Hoping the continued loyalty of the citizens of the city 
of Memphis may induce those in authority to place our city 
on an equality with other loyal communities, and that our 
trade may be only taxed asthe business and commerce of 
all the loyal cities of the United States, we are, very re- 
spectfully, your friends, LACEY, ABLE & CO. 

Hon. H. T. Blow, House of Representatives. 


But there is still higher testimony. 


the mere mention of whose name always arrests 


the attention of this House—I mean Major Gen- | 
I will read an extract from his | 
Mr. Secretary Chase very | 
much desired to modify the trade regulations upon | 
He indicated this to Gen- | 


eral U. S. Grant. 
letter July 21, 1863. 


the fall of Vicksburg. 
eral Grant, and in his reply these views are ex- 


pressed. [ know that ona previous occasion these | 
views have been very adroitly used against the | 
President and the Secretary of the Treasury; but | 


no straightforward man can fail to see in them the 
same idea that, if adopted early by Congress, 
would have absolutely prohibited all trade. And 
here I leave this branch of my subject with the 
name and fame of our highest officials. 1 com- 
mend them to that honor and sense of justice 
which has thus far distinguished the loyal popu- 
lation of this land; but not without saying that 
in my humble opinion it is the duty of every 
sincere lover of this Government to stand up 
firmly against any attempt, come from whatever 
source it may, to weaken and embarrass this Gov- 
ernment by maliciously assailing those charged 
with its highest interests. Wewho so regularly 
witness their untiring labors can bear testimony 
to the fearful responsibility which rests upon the 
heads of the Departments and the devotion which 
marks their daily duties. 1am proud to announce 
that, whatever differences of opinion others acting 
with me in this House may have in regard to any 
one of the honorable gentlemen mentioned for 
the Presidency, and when publicly urged in this 
Hall and elsewhere—urged, as I fear, to the dis- 


advantage of our common cause—I will always be | 


found sustaining to the best of my judgment and 
the fullest extent of my power the honest, overbur- 
dened public servant who makes his country and 
not himself the constant object of his thoughts 
and actions. 

[ do not greatly fear, Mr. Chairman, that = 
colleague’s semi-political effort will make a breach 
among those who must by this time understand 
his peculiar fashion of deciding for the people be- 
fore they speak for themselves, and in a very dif- 
ferent way from that foretold by this prophet. 

Twenty million freemen are watching with 
eager eyes the events which are daily transpiring 
in this land, confidingly relying upon the wisdom 
and patriotism of the President, his Cabinet, our 
faithful armies, and the Representatives of their 
choice. Shall it be said of us, or of those above 
us, that in such a moment we turned from an im- 

eriled country, from a people willing to assume 
increased burdens, a people preparing to respond 
to the heaviest taxes, a people who have conse- 
crated to this Government and their devotion to 
human liberty the bravest sons of the nation? I 
say, sir, shall it be recorded of us that at such a 
time our thoughts were directed to a contest for 
coming political spoils, and under the demoral- 
izing influence of such an unworthy prompting 


It comes | 
from a man whose praise is on every tongue, and 
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| loved country? Let members have their prefer- 





ences, let them labor as they choose outside these 
Halls, but here let us frown down every move 
that is calculated to separate the firm friends of 
the Government, or those intrusted with these 
weighty responsibilities. Cabinet quarrels should 
not enter the two Houses. Now more than ever 
in the history of this nation we need unity. Now 
more than ever, with a burning desire for action, 
should men prepare to make good their oft-re- 
peated declarations-in favor of human liberty, and 
devote themselves to its immediate accomplish- 
ment. The power’or weakness that stands in the 
way of this glorious achievement will be accursed 
of God and man. ' 


But I am trespassing upon the patience of the 


House. Bear with me while I ~~ directly to the 


gentleman’s attack upon the radicals of Missouri, 
and the radical delegation in this House. My 
colleagues deny that they ever made or thought 


| of the compromise alluded to, and the House will 


think it strange for the gentleman to have thus 
asserted that which bears upon its face the want 
of truth. President Lincoln did doubtless confer 
with our Senators in regard to General Schofield’s 
confirmation, as the subject was to come before 
them. But if the gentleman who gravely makes 
these unfounded charges had appeared more 
promptly in his place, instead of lingering on his 
way from camp, he would have been better in- 
formed in regard to his colleagues. His allusion 
to the radical delegation, consisting of some sev- 
enty gentlemen from all parts of Missouri, is in 
very bad taste and unkind to the President, and his 
assertion in regard to the.President’s answer ad- 
dressed to the chairman of that delegation, though 
not really replying to that chairman’s appeal to 
the President, will be pronounced untrue by every 
eandid man who will examine both documents. 
I desire to speak decidedly for myself, and indig- 
nantly repel the charge of bad faith or arrogant 


| assumption or covert assault which my colleague 


prefers. He is becoming mad, sir. We have had 
some discussion before; it was unavoidable on my 
part, Old feelings and friendships and the prac- 
tice of my lifetime have prevented me in these dis- 
cussions from unkind, ill-natured, or unjust per- 
sonalallusions. He never spared me, but my only 


| retaliation has been when he spoke or wrote slan- 


derously of me to make the facts asclear as mid- 
day to all who chose to listen or read. This I 
will do with these his last charges. | have referred 
to the fact of the gentleman’s delay; [ will there- 
fore relate certain events which transpired before 
his arrival. When I first reached the capital, 
I found the public mind greatly excited in re- 
gard to Missouri affairs; our own friends were 
becoming deeply interested, and the sympathy 
for the cause of freedom in Missouri, now the 


| cause of this Union, had produced an intense feel- 


ing against the President. This feeling mani- 


| fested itself everywhere, but especially in a meet- 
| ing of national men, best known to the President 


himself; not his enemies, but his friends, aml 
representing the patriotism and intelligence of 
twenty States. I can appeal to this noble body 
of men for the manner and matter of my ad- 
dresses before them in regard tothe unhappy dif- 
ferences in Missouri between the radicals and the 


| President. Shortly after, | was invited to address 
' the Union League of this city on the Missouri 


we were willing’to imperil if not sacrifice our be- || 


question. I confidently assert that every liberal 
man—ay, the President himself, if he has fin- 
ished the Rockville speech and can glance over 
mine—will testify that it is at least fair toward 
him, and was dictated by elevated, not low, 
promptings. I went further; I did talk with the 
President (not that I intruded on him) with re- 
gard to Missouri matters, but called by a written 
invitation to the White House, on business. In 
an interview, when le was not pressed by others, 
I did plead with him for justice to Missouri. I 
related to him facts which I believe were never 
known to him before. I protested against Gen- 
eral Schofield, because he had failed to obey his— 
the President’s—instructions; had committed out- 
rages on Union men; had suffered wrongs to be 
perpetrated and go unpunished at which a rebel 
would blush, and which disgraced him and 
clouded the justice of my Government; and thus 
protesting, from the noblest oo of the hu- 
man heart, if the President had expected me to 
compromise with such a man, I would have then 
and there resented the foul outrage upon hospital- 
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ity and character, and turned with loathing from 
a mansion which should hold within its walls the 
type of a great nation’s dignity and honor. ; 

"Mr. Chairman, my colleague has grossly mis- 
represented the President, so faras lamconcerned, 
He had no praise, no defense for General Scho- 
field, in replying to my heartfelt denunciations of 
this official who had so deeply wronged the loyal 
men of Missouri. But the country ts entitled to 
a full statement of everything pertaining to Mis- 
souri,and my colleague shall have the pleasure of 
hearing it. went beyond the Schofield matter, 
which after all is nothing in comparison with the 
glorious theme of Missouri freedom. 1 brought 
up the matter of emancipation in Missouri. [told 
the President how afterall our labors,we had failed 
to accomplish the object of years of toil, and that 
the so-called ordinance of emancipation, carried 
through with theaid and approval of my colleague’s 
conservative friends in fact emancipated nobody, 
and was a hypocritical cheat, if not an outrage. I 
prayed him for the sake of human liberty, for the 
suke of this Union, because it was just to the en- 
slaved wiom we had been so long deluding, to cast 


his influence on the side of those who were nobly | 


striving in our Legislature to call a new conven- 
tion, aconvention, as we believed, that would ex- 
ress the real views of our people, and pass an 
sonest ordinance of emancipation. One line from 
him saying that he desired it, and that magic key 
transmitted with lightning speed would have un- 
locked the resisting hearts and made Missouri 
free. The coming spring would have been bright 


with the hopes of our future, and the ripening || 


crops of summer would have been tilled and 
gathered in earnest by men, white and black, who 
would have closed each day of toil with heartfelt 


thanks to God that theair they breathed wasthat of || ceedings of the committee to a meeting of the || well be recorded. 


a noble State washed of its only stain. Hundreds 
of thousands of emigrants with their families, who 
have watched with interest the struggle we have 
made, would have cast their lot with us, and 
Missouri, the battle-ground of a nation’s eman- 
cipation from a foul and damning sin, would 
have become the bright morning star, the har- 
binger of a more glorious Christianity and civili- 
zation. 

The President would not write those magic 
words, aud yet ourcondition is not hopeless. The 
convention bill, though not passed for an immedi- 
ate call, has nevertheless become a law, and not- 
withstanding the blighting influence of conserv- 
atism in our State, will be held next November. 
Meanwhile Arkansas, Louisiana, Maryland, and 


Tennessee are praying and working for the im- | 


mediate abolishment of slavery. Oh! sir, this is 
no time for hesitation, no time to be idle. We 
claim to be in earnest; let us see to it that we 
do not deceive ourselves. This year will decide 
our faith, our fidelity, our destiny; all depend 
upon the honest public sentiment and united 
exertions of our people. But I ask your indul- 
gence while Lreferfor a moment to my colleague’s 
position, On this vital question he has taken his 
stand with the conservatives, and has made a 


speech which is adapted to his new-found friends | 


in Missouri, while he plants himself here on what 
I believe he calls the President’s platform. 
Another member of the gentleman’s family has 
defined the President’s policy. I hope I may be 
pardoned for contrasting our position on some 
leading points with my colleague. We contend 
for immediate emancipation without injustice to 
loyal slaveowners; he is content with the ordi- 
nance already passed, if | understand his position 
at this moment; if wrong in this, | would be most 


happy if he willcorrectme. The gentleman from | 


Missouri early adopted the Jeffersonian idea in 


regard to emancipation and deportation. At first it | 


was somewhere near the equator; then distinctly 
Central America; once I know his eyes were fee- 
bly directed to the tangles and swamps of Chiri- 
qui; now, with the honorable Senator from Kan- 
sas, (Mr. Lane,] he has fixed upon the broad and 
sunny plains of Texas, and it must be said to his 
credit that this last proposition is the best he ever 
made, and has some humanity in it. We have 
no such theories, have indulged no such unkind- 
ness to the unfortunate blacks. We are-content 
to let them remain where God in His providence 
placed them, and with a more elevated sense of 
justice to ameliorate their condition at once, and 
elevate them as speedily as possible on the soil 
that has been enriched by the sweat of their brows 
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through years of unrequited toil and crushed and 
bleeding hearts. Hence we are deeply interested | 


in the bureau proposed by the emancipation com- || 


‘mittee, and in the bill emanating from the com- 
mittee on the rebellious States. 
We have opposed General Schofield’s manage- | 
ment of the department of the Missouri for rea- 
sons repeatedly and clearly stated to the public. 
He indorses the general now, though he and his | 
friends in August, 1862, appointed me chairman 
of acommittee authorized to present the short- 


comings of General Schofield to the President and || 


beg for his removal, and on that presentation and 

prayer he was-removed and General Curtis ap- 

pointed in his place. Subsequently, on slanders 

never made good against General Curtis, and from 

the pressure of Attorney General Bates, the Pres- 

ident had to yield, and removed General Curtis, 
|| against whom to this hour not one single charge 
|| has ever been sustained, and singularly, as every 
'| fact will show, restored Schofield, and now asks 
| his confirmation from the Senate. 

Mr. BLAIR, of Missouri. Does the gentle- 
man assert that | condemned General Schofield at 
that meeting, or that I authorized the gentleman 

| to represent that fact to the President? 

Mr. BLOW. I assert positively that the gen- 
tleman from Missouri made the motion which sent 

| me here as the chairman of a committee to ask the 
|| President of the United States to remove General 
'| Schofield. 
| Mr. BLAIR, of Missouri. The gentleman is 
| entirely mistaken. I defended General Schofield 
there, and offered no such resolution as the gentle- 
man has spoken of. 
Mr. BLOW. Itso happened that when I re- 
| turned to St. Louis and made a report of the pro- 


|| gentleman’s friends, every one of those gentlemen 
|, accepted the report which I made, upon the basis 
|| [have mentioned, and a resolution was passed in 
|| that meeting, that every thing which had trans- 
'| pired should be kept and considered a profound 
| secret, 

dut, sir, I leave the question of truthfulness 
and veracity between the gentleman and myself 
to his own friends. None of them will ever deny 
that there was such a meeting, that I was called 
there by invitation, and that | was authorized to 
come here, and that in that same meeting Isaac 
H. Sturgeon and F. A. Dick were appointed to 
come with me for this purpose. I brought those 
resolutions here and submitted them to the Pres- 
|| ident. ‘These are the simple facts of the case. 
Mr. BLAIR, of Missouri. All 1 have to say 
|| is to deny as emphatically as the gentleman states 
|| it, that | ever authorized him to represent me, or 
that I offered any such resoiution, As a matter 
of fact, I state that at that meeting I defended 
General Schofield. 

Mr. BLOW. God save me from such friends 
as the gentleman upon that occasion. 

Mr. BLAIR, of Missouri. And God save me 
from such a pretended friend who would misrep- 
|| resent facts in such an assemblage as this. 

Mr. BLOW. Our hope and confidence rest on 
the justice of that honorable body. My colleague 
was opposed to constitutional confiscation as in- 
expedient; we were not. He sometimes caters 
|| to the Opposition, as already stated; we have not, 
thus fur, departed from our faith in the Admin- 
istration party in this House. We were here to 
vote for an unconditional Union man for Speaker; 
|| itwas generally understood that the gentleman’s 
sympathies were notso decided, nor did his organ 
fail in abuse of the gentleman we selected. We 

can excuse him for the ambition he indulged, but 
|| not for the bad taste of those attacks. Oursym- 
|| pathies and identifications are altogether with a 
differentelassathome. We cherish the strongest 
Union element, have no semi-Union friends or 
supporters, and have drawn, on our clear, dis- 
tinct enunciation of principles, almost every sol- 
dier in the Army to our standard. We abhorin- 
decision, scorn those who have grown rich from 
never-ending contracts, and despise those men in 
every part of the land who, living on the Govern- 
ment, are unceasing in their insidious attacks on 
its highest and best officials. 

We claim to be in full sympathy with the ac- 
knowledged friends of the Government, while its 
greatest enemies have never coined into language 
a greater insult to the loyal people of this land 
than is contained in this extract from the Rockville 
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| speech of Hon. Montgomery Blair, Postmaster 
| General: 


“The abolition party, while pronouncing Philippie 
against slavery, seek to make a caste of another color be 
amalgamating the black element with the free white lab 
| of our Jand, and so to expand far beyond the present eq 
| fines of slavery the evil which makes it obnoxious to repub- 
| lican statesmen. And now, when the strength of the traitors 

who attempted to embody a power out of the interests of 


| slavery to overthrow the Government is seen to fail, they 


eee = . ans of 
infusing their blood into our whole system by blending with 


|| it ‘amalgamation, equality, and fraternity.’ 
| ‘The cultivators of the soil must then become a hybrid 
| race, and our Government a hybrid Government, ending 
as all such unnatural combinations have ever done, in de. 
graded, if not abortive generations, and in making seridom 
for the inferior caste—the unmixed blood of the conquerin 
| race inevitably asserting a despotism over it.” ‘ 


We are almost a nation of abolitionists. This 
side of the House is supposed to be entirely abo. 
lition; the Army of the United States is abolition. 
ized, and if you were to come out to-morrow in q 
declaration against abolition you would not have 
ina month acorporal’s guard to fight the battles of 
the country. Ay more, sir; arrest this love of lib. 
erty and determination on the part of the people 
to make every foot of American soil free, and you 
lose the only hope of the oppressed nations of the 
world, This Republic will cease to exist. A nation 
of hypocrites can never find favor in the sight of a 
just God; and I can tell the Postmaster General 
that if this great rebellion is crushed and the Fed- 
eral authority asserted throughout the land, it 
will be effected by an abolition party and an 
abolition army, and when effected the black race 
will be protected and sustained by this same class 
and prepared for that freedom which is now with- 
held from them by outrage, violence, and wrong. 

There is another plain truth which might as 
he strongest supporters of 
this Government, from one end of the land to the 
| other, utterly repudiate the policy defined in this 
Rockville speech. The people, who have urged 
the President forward, still demand that he and 
we shall deal promptly, humanely, and justly 
with the freedmen of the Union; that we are 

ledged to protect and advance, that the President 
iimself shall lead in every move for their moral 
and political elevation, so that they can enjoy at 
once those privileges which the civilized world 
expect from our professions and obligations. No 
excuse or explanation will now be taken for delay, 
inactivity, or indecision. The cries, criticisms, 
| and arguments of the Postmaster General I hope 
will be ejected from the Executive Mansion, nor 

be allowed by any inattention of the President to 
tarnish the heroes of the ‘irrepressible conflict.” 
This I hope foras much as I do that we will never 
suffer any one, though he may assume, as my 
colleague has, to speak the sentiments of the Pres- 
ident in regard to his repudiation of the loyal rad- 
icals of Missouri, to deceive and divide our party, 
or divert us from the accomplishment of those 
thorough measures now actually necessary to save 
us from the charge of insincerity that may soon 
be preferred, 

God reigns, and this nation should tremble lest 
His displeasure rest uponit. ‘To-day is the time 
for action; in a week or a month it may be too 
late; and if the justice so long withheld causes Him 
to withdraw His smiles, then indeed are we lost. 
There isan unhealthy and fictitious state of affairs 
in the land; our people feel prosperous; some are 
not only prosperous but suddenly rich. The 
masses seem dependent entirely on the continu- 
ance of this unreal state of affairs, and may be 
suddenly awakened from their delusion. The 
only safety is in the action of our people; the 
effort must be herculean, the struggle short, the 
result soonattained. Once start with this feeling 
‘and the national pulse will recover its tone, the 
| love of gain and ease which has demoralized the 
public sentiment will yield to the spirit which 
actuated our fathers, and the gamblers in gold so 
eer described by the gentleman from Iowa 
will give way to honest men engaged in legiumate 

trade. The immense importations now tempore 
| rily aiding our Government, but foreshadowing 
an impending crisis, will cease, for our statesmen 
will become wise, increased duties will check 1m- 
ports, and the protection to home manufactures 
| thus given will fill the country with thrifty men, 
and pour actual capital into every spot where de- 
, i treat this 
velopment is to be rewarded. Do not treat | 
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more than in the same time last year, which at the 

resent premium on exchange and gold will re- 
P ire full $11,000,000. In the same time our ex- 
a of produce have fallen off over $8,000,000 
making a difference against us In eight weeks of 
619,000,000 of gold, and this difference must be 
added to the constantly increasing one of the last 
six months. The signs of extravagance all around 
us indicate a crash. The error must be checked; 
economy in the Government and in the people 
must be enforced by wise legislation, or this crash 
will soon be upon us. 

There was printed in London and Paris recently 
a pamphlet written by a citizen of the South, 
entitled, Emancipation the Duty, Policy, and | 
Strength of the South. These pamphlets, as lam | 
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———— 








well assured, were sent in large numbers to Rich- || 


mond, and the party acknowledging their receipt 


in the rebel capital for president Davis writes in | 
to the suggestion of arming and emancipa- || 


re »] : 
a slaves, that they are notready for it yet, 


though every day is bringing them nearer to the 
inevitable conclusion. I not 
subject; the pamphlets sent for circulation favor- 
ing emancipation were retained, biding a little | 
time for circulation, This comes from a reliable | 
source, and the pause which now prevails may be 


It will not do to agitate the || 


number than ever marshaled beneath the victori- 
ous banners of Cesar or Napoleon, rallied to aid 
the Government in vindicating the honor and in- 


| tegrity of the Union. 





broken by the announcement that the South, to || 


gain her independence, surrenders her pride and 
ier corner-stone, and rests on a basis which is in- 
destructible. 

Mr. Chairman, this country has the largest 
Army the modern world has ever seen; the finest 
Navy that floats; a people so generous that we 
vote millions where our statesmen formerly hesi- 
tated to spend thousands; and all this comes from 
our single purpose to have a free and united Gov- 
ernment. Such a Government we must have. It 
is our only hope. Are we to be faithfal to the 
people? Are they prepared to be faithful to them- 
selves? If so the errors of the past must be blotted | 
out, and then,and then only, will our country be 
prepared for triumph in the cause of human free- 
dom. 

My prayer is that we may have the courage 
and ability to act so justly that the Supreme Ruler | 
of the universe will not abandon us. 





Mr. McDOWELL. Mr. Chairman, availing || 


myself of the wide latitude which the debate has | 
assumed, I shall not attempt to perform the use- | 
less task of inquiring whether the present un- | 
happy and desolating war in which our country- 
men are engaged might have been averted. Nor | 
shall [ speak of the causes which produced it, | 
further than to state the single fact that it arose | 
out of the unwise and fanatical agitation of the | 
subject of domestic slavery. This is the Pandora 
box out of which has issued all our woes. 

When the presentill-fated war was inaugurated, 
the President assured the country that it was a | 
war to repossess the Government of the public | 
property, to preserve the Union, and to enforce | 
the laws. Our generals commanding likewise 
proclaimed, at the head of the Army, that it was 
a war “for the Union.”? ‘The Secretary of State | 
officially announced to the civilized nations of the | 
earth ina more elaborate and extended manner 
the same great fact; while the Congress of the 
nation, with almost entire unanimity, proclaimed 
that this was not a war of conquest or subjuga- 
ton, or a war to interfere with the rights or do- 
mestic institutions of the States, but a war to pre- 
serve the Union and maintain the supremacy of 
the Constitution. Sir, I challenge the production 
of a single instance in the history of this or any | 
other country where the people rallied with such 
unparalleled enthusiasm in defense of their im- 
periled institutions as did the people of ‘this 
country after the fall of Sumter. Party names 
and dissensions all perished, and the heart of this 
greatr ition throbbed as one deep, unanimous, and 
universal whole. So intense was the public feel- | 
ing, that in the short period of fifteen days nearly 
three hundred and fifty thousand volunteers of- 
ered their services to fill the contingent of sev- 
ar thousand, and more than forty million 
follars were contributed by States, cities, and 
individuals, 

Ongress convened in extraordinary session 
on the 4th of July, and on the 6ih by an almost 
aie voice voted five hundred thousand men 
A $ ,000,000 to arm, equip, and maintain the 
tmy of the Union; and by the following Decem- 

T nearly eight hundred thousand men, a greater 


nee 








The country rejoiced at this unparalleled ex- | 


hibition of devotion to the Union; and it im- 
parted a reassured hope that our victorious legions 
would speedily conquer an honorable peace, and 
restore again our good old Union. The country 
likewise pointed to Missouri, to Kentucky, to 
‘Tennessee, to Arkansas, to Maryland, to Western 
Virginia, to the intrenchments of Henry and Don- 
elson, to Pea Ridge, to Shiloh, to Antietam, to 
New Orleans, as trophies of their prowess and re- 
nown, andas achievements that will adorn the his- 
toric page in all time to come. Sir, our great tri- 
umphs on land and on sea, with the people of the 
North united in heart, soul, and purpose, and 
the South defeated, disheartened, and divided, en- 
abled the country to quietly repose in the grand 
thought that speedily the rebellion would be over- 
thrown, and the Union move onward in her career 
Fat and renown. 

3ut, sir, these pleasing anticipations were des- 
tined not to be realized. At this stage in the 
mighty drama a new enemy boldly entered the 
arena; that same old abolition enemy that for 
more than a quarter of a century past has been 
teaching the Reaeine that this Union could not 
endure permanently half slave and half free; that 
there was ‘‘an irrepressible conflict’? between 
these once united, happy, and prosperous States; 
that there was a higher law than human consti- 
tutions and human enactments; that this Union 
ought not to be restored as it was, and that when 
restored all men in it must be free and equal. 
Acting upon the doctrines so laid down and in- 
culcated, Congress lost no time in responding to 
the wildest and most visionary schemes of these 
radical enthusiasts, and instead of regarding the 
true interests of the country and the promotion of 
the welfare of the brave men who had imperiled 
their lives in defense of the Republic, these Halls 


became the theater where abolitionists vied with | 


each other in their zeal for the negro; as how to 


feed him, clothe him, liberate him, arm him, edu- | 


cate him, and place him on an equality with white 
men. 

Lest it might be considered that I am exagger- 
ating the true state of facts, let me call the atten- 


tion of gentlemen for a moment to a synopsis of | 


their legislative career: 

1. By the numerous abolition harangues. 

2. By the abolition of slavery in the District of 
Columbia. 

3. The passage of a law permitting the testi- 
mony of negroes in certain cases against the 
whites. 


4. The repeal of the law against the transporta- || 


tion of the mails by negroes. 


5. The amendment of the Articles of War, so | 


as to make it a high offense for an officer of the 
Army to return a runaway slave to his owner. 


6. The refusal to make it an offense of like char- 


acter for an officer to entice away a slave. 
7. The passage of a law recognizing as our 


ayti. 

8. ‘The passage of a confiscation bill, aimed at 
slavery. 

9. The act authorizing the President to call ne- 
groes into military service. 

10. ‘The admission of the State of Western Vir- 
ginia on condition of abolishing slavery. 

11. Prohibiting the existence of slavery in all 
the Territories of the United States. 


12. The passage of a law forever prohibiting | 


any person connected with the rebellion from 
holding any office of honor or profit. 

13. The compensatory emancipation scheme 
of the President. . 

14. The passage of an act indemnifying the 
President and his subordinates against prosecu- 
tions for the commission of illegal and unconsti- 
tutional acts. 

Sir, unwise, unjust, illiberal, and unconstitu- 
tional as much of this legislation was, it did not 
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' more ardent and devoted than were the crusaders; 





satisfy the requirements of these radical gentle- | 
men; on the contrary it operated but as a stimu- | 


lant to demand the adoption of more unreasonable 
and dangerous partisan measures. They now 
boldly announced their policy to be ‘* tax, fight, 
emancipate,’’ as the trinity of the nation’s sal- 
vation. They assured the President that if he 


| of the rebellious South. 





| future course. 
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would issue his presidential edict proclaiming the 
slaves in the rebellious States and districts forever 
free, the highways would throng with patriots 


that ** Father Abraham’’ would behold the em- 
battled hosts of abolitionism coming six hundred 
thousand strong to overthrow the armed legions 
They assured the coun- 
try that it would witness an exodus of these chil- 
dren from the house of their bondage unparal- 
leled since the days that Israel’s dark-eyed 
daughters celebrated with timbre! and dance the 
exodus of God’s chosen people in the olden time. 
The President, being neither a Washington in 
wisdom and patriotism, nor a Jackson in resolu- 
tion and statesmanship, complainingly yielded to 
the pressure, and in an evil moment hearkened to 
the voice of this abolition siren. In violation of 
the fundamental principles upon which this Gov- 
ernment is founded, and upon which it has been 
so successfully administered from the days of 
Washington down to the days of Abraham Lin- 
coln; in violation of his own party platform which 
he declared was a law unto him; in opposition to 
the avowed policy and object of the war; and in 
the exercise of an arbitrary power which no king 
or emperor of Europe sould wield without pro- 
ducing revolution, save perhaps the Czar of Rus- 
sia or the Sultan of Turkey, he declares by one 
sweep of his pen that theentire social and indus- 
trial systems of the South,as they had existed 
for more than a century, shall exist no longer, and 
that three million negro slaves shall be forever free. 

And now, sir, after the observations and expe- 
riences of eighteen months, I wish gentlemen to 
tell me where tre the grand results that were to 
compensate this nation for yielding to such ex- 
traordinary arbitrary power? Where have the 
highways thronged with the embattled hosts of 
abolitionism panting for revolutionary battle- 
fields? Where are the solemnly promised six hun- 


| dred thousand men? Sir, prior to the date of this 


proclamation volunteers to the number of nearly 
thirteen hundred thousand had responded to the 
call of the Administration. Neither Greece nor 
Rome in their palmiest days ever boasted such 
mighty armies; and the eagles of Napoleon were 
carried in triumph beyond the Danube and the 


| Po, and into the very heartof the old commercial 


metropolis of the northern Caesar with less than 
half of the mighty host that voluntarily went 
forth to fight in the sacred cause of the Union. 
The hopes of this great nation were concentrated 


| in the stout hearts and strong arms of that mil- 


lion and a quarter of brave men. But the proc- 
lamation was issued, and with it came a change 
in the entire object and policy of the war, With 
it came dissensions and divisions in the North. 
With it came a destruction of the freedom of 
speech and of the press. With it came a suspen- 
sion of the writ of habeas corpus, and a denial of 
the right of trial by jury. With it came military 
orders and invasions of free homes, arbitrary ar- 
rests, mock trials, bastiles, andexile. And with 
it ceased volunteering. ‘That same Congress was 


| compelled to go to the despotisms of the Old World 
— the negro Governments of Liberia and of || 


and drag out from their musty records an uncon- 
stitutional conscription law, to compel our people 
to advocate, aid, and carry out a newly-inaugu- 
rated war policy. Asa necessary consequence to 
that extraordinary act of the President, that old 
Constitution about which the people of the coun- 
try had boasted so long was torn in fragments 
and scattered to the winds; and all power became 
concentrated in the hands of one man. 

But, sir, if this unwise radical policy produced 
these disasters with us atthe North, it was in- 
finitely more disastrous in the States of the South, 
The President bad assured us in his message that 


| there was a majority of the people of the rebellious 


States in favor ofthe Union. lask gentlemen on 
the other side of the House to tell me now where 
is that Union majority? Where to-day are those 
Union men whose hearts beat responsive to the 
music of the Union? Alas! the result of your 


| proclamation and of your radical policy was to 


fill the defeated armies of the South and unite 
their people with increased hostility to the Union 
of their fathers. That was its effect. Sir, it 


| seems strange that, notwithstanding the effect of 


that policy having been so disastrous, gentlemen 
are determined not to let the experience of the 
past be a light to guide them in theis present or 
Strange as it may seem, these 
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radical men pursue the same policy; and I have 


no doubt that the same disastrous results will fol- | 


low it if pe rsisted in. 
rress a proposition to repeal the fugitive slave 
law, thereby nullifying a solemn provision of the 
Constitution. 


We have here in this Con- | 


I ask gentlemen what will be the effect of such | 


a policy in the State of Kentucky and the other 
border States? These Kentuckians have proved 
themselves equal toevery emergency. When the 
country called them they responded like patriots. 
But they expected you would actin good faith 
toward them, and protect them in their property 
and in their rights. 

jut now you propose to take, by the strong 


arm of arbitrary power, from them their property | 


and their rights under the Constitution and the 
laws. Is not that the way to render alien the 
hearts of these people of the border States? Is 
not that a sure policy to make the border States 
dissatisfied with the Government as administered 
by you? Will they not resist your course by 
every means known to the Constitution and the 
laws of the country? 

We have alsoa proposition here to reduce the 
eleven rebellious States to a territorial condition, 
to enact laws and govern them as conquered prov- 
inc Ss. 

We have also here a proposition which, so far 
as this branch of Congress is concerned, has al- 
ready assumed the character of law, to confiscate 
the real estate of the people ofthe South. In other 
words it is a proposition in direct violation of the 








Constitution of the United States, and renders the | 


‘restoration of the Union almost hopeless ifadopted 


and carried into execution, 
We have also a proposition to establish a 
sureau of Emancipation. Let meask gentlemen 
on the other side why they donot coéperate with 
us in. passing laws to feed, clothe, and pay a 
proper compensation to our soldiers, and to the 
widows and orphans this war has made? Why 
do they overlook all the interests of the white men 
of the nation and rush blindly to the negro, and 
think nothing and do nothing but what they fancy 
is for his welfare? 

Sir, who is there here that believes for a single 
moment that Congress has the right or power to 
establish such a Bureau of Emancipation as is here 
proposed? It is nowhere named in the funda- 
mental law, and is in direct violation of all our 
previous ideas of government and law. 

We have also here a proposition, a plan of the 
President for restoration—we have the startling 
proposition which assails directly the only prin- 
ciple upon which a republican form of govern- 
ment can exist—we have a proposition that says 
one man out of ten may control and govern the 
affairs of the other nine. And we have here a 
proposition which says further that that one man 
shall first become an abolitionist, and swear to 
support the President’s proclamations then issued, 
and all others in prospect which may be issued. 
He is first to turn abolitionist before the Admin- 
istration will place confidence in his patriotism 
and place him in power. 

We have a proposition also, pending in the other 


branch of Congress, which declares that all laws | 


shall be repealed which makea distinction between 
the races—between white and black. Sir, this is 
the culmination of all the hopes of these radical 
fanatics. Here is the goal toward which they 
are directing all their efforts: to debase the white 
man to the degraded level of the African negro. 

Sir, | know that gentlemen on the other side 
will consider me disloyal. I know they willsay 


lam asympathizer with the rebels; but [ tell them | 


that not only so far as | am concerned, but so fur 
as the Democratic conservative masses of the 
country are concerned, they always have, from 
the inception of this radical policy, they do to- 
day, and they will continue in the future to enter 
their most solemn and earnest protest against so 
unwise and ruinous a policy. 

1 am willing that gentlemen should criticise 
with the utmost scrutiny the action of the Demo- 
cratic party during its long and eventful career. 
I can justly and truthfully say, that upon all oc- 
casions, in the halls of legislation, through the 
press, in the forum, on the hustings, every where, 
at all umes, in all variety of circumstances, the 
Democratic party has ever been true and faithful 
to the bond of the Union; always respecting the 
rights and interests of every section of the entire 
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country, never failing to warn their countrymen 
against the fatal effects of sectionalism, which for 
more than a quarter of a century past has been 
engaged in the unholy work of overthrowing the 
pillars of constitutional liberty. As each suc- 
cessive wave of fanaticism rose higher and higher, 
this noble old party of Jefferson and Jackson 
stood, like Corinth of old, a breakwater against 
the double tide, until at last it culminated in the 
election of a sectional President. Even then, sir, 
ambitious but for the integrity of the Union and 
the equal rights of the States, it called into requi- 
sition all the power and prestige of its great name 
to preserve the sacred compact ofsovereign States 
out of the horrors and calamities of civil war, and 
to recognize peaceful channels as the only remedy 
of the commonwealth. With the only record that 
history will make of this time-honored party, 
born with the Constitution, that has adhered to it 
through all of the vicissitudes of prosperous and 
adverse fortune, that will live as long as consti- 


tutional liberty survives, and perish only amid | 
the ruins of the Republic, with that record there | 


is not a Democrat throughout this broad land but 
will be perfectly contented. 

Sir, | do not say that this Government has not 
the right or power to crush armed rebellion. I 
say that it is the duty of this Government to do 
it; and I say further than that, if the party in 
power had eo. steadily in view that original 
and legitimate object, the proud old flag of our 
country would have floated in triumph over the 
capital of every State in the Union. It was be- 
cause its original policy was changed that this 
little insurrection of ninety days has swelled into 
the mightiest revolution recorded in the annals 
of time. i 

We are told by gentlemen upon the other side 
of the House that they do not want the Unionas 
it was; that this is an abolition war. 
purpose? They tell you for the purpose of con- 
fiscation, of emancipation, of subjugation, and of 
extermination. 

Sir, I should be glad if any gentleman who has 
the power sufficiently to make it appear would 
tell us the way in which such a contest should 
end. A war of subjugation! History tells us 
when Rome attempted to subjugate Carthage and 
confiscate their property, it so exasperated their 
people that their women tore their hair from their 
heads and gave it to their fathers, sons, husbands, 
and brothers, with which to make bowstrings to 
fight the gladiators of Rome. More than that. 
When the despots of Europe parceled out Po- 
land like so much public plunder, and when Rus- 
sia brought men from Siberia and placed them 
upon the confiscated estates of the Polish noble- 
men, she thought that she would raise up a new 
race of people who would be loyal to the Russian 
Government. How often have the streets of 
Warsaw been crimsoned with the blood of their 
people; and this very day that same Poland ,down- 
trodden, without an army, without a navy, with- 
out munitions of war, is again appealing to the 
God of battles upon newly made revolutionary 
battle-fields to place her name on the honored roll 
of nations. And there is Ireland, against whom 
England has warred for centuries for the purpose 
of subjugating her people and confiscating their 
propery: and the time never was that the very 
»ogs of Ireland did not send forth their hardy sons 
of toil to resist the tyranny and oppression of the 
British Government. 

Subjugation! Who is it you propose to sub- 
jugate? Eight million Americans, eight million 
men in whose veins flows the same blood that 
courses through our own; eight million people who 


| drew their inspirations of liberty from the same 


great fountain-head whence we drew our own. 
Subjugate such a people! Are they less devoted 
to their homes and firesides than were the people 
of Poland and Ireland? Are they not as much 
devoted to liberty as any race of people who has 
lived in the past ages? Will they not make greater 
sacrifices to maintain and to preserve them? Talk 
about subjugation! Let me tell you that the man 
breathes not the vital air that will live to see the 
day when the lightnings of civil war will not flash 
through the heavens, if that be the purpose of 
this war. Look at it. When you have parceled 
out the estates of the people at the South between 
the people of the North and the negroes of the 
South, when you have driven their unoffending 
women and innocent children to the mountain- 
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fastnesses, do you suppose that they are gy! 
gated? Why, sir, those women will whispe 
the ears of their children eternal hatred to 

and your Government. The fires will only be 
smothered, and at some unpropitious hour, as jn 
Europe, they will burst forth anew and bring do. 
struction upon you and the country. a 

There is one other question which I would like 
to ask of the learned and experienced gentlemen 
upon the other side of the House. Can they telj 
me whether the mission of war is to build up, to 
restore, to reunite? Let me rather ask you if it 
is not the mission of war alone to sever, to over. 
throw, to destroy, and annihilate? Did not the 
long and protracted Peloponnesian struggle of the 
Greeks blot out Athenian liberty? Did not the 
civil wars of the Cesars erect an imperial despot- 
ism upon the ruins of that proud old republic? 
Did Spain restore Mexico with force of arms? 
Did Mexico in turn restore Texas? Did Ho]- 
land in 1831 restore Belgium by war? Did George 
IIL restore by force of arms these thirteen revolted 
American colonies? Sir, it is not the unaided 
mission of war to accomplish any such thing. 

Let me ask gentlemen another question. Sup- 
pose you succeed in accomplishing all you desire; 
that these southern hosts are driven and scattered 
before your victorious legions like chaff before 
the wind; is that the end of the struggle? How 
will you enforce your laws upon an unwilling 
people scattered through their mountains, forests, 
and swamps? How will you enforce even the 
ordinary writs of courts of justice? Before you 
can do it you must take your sons and garrison 
the cities of the South. You must do that in order 
to hold them in subjection. And when you have 
done that, will they be an element of strength to 
the country? 

I ask gentlemen to look at this in the light of his- 
tory. Is Polandan element of strength to Russia? 
Is Pada an element of strength to Austria? 

I want gentlemen to bear in mind the important 
lesson that all history teaches, that nations are 
BORN AMID THE MIGHTY THROES OF REVOLUTION! 
When Andrew Jackson declared this Union could 
not be preserved or the Constitution maintained 
by the mere coercive powers of the Government, 
he announced a fact which three years of war has 
only confirmed. And when Abraham Lincoln an- 
nounced in his inaugural address that suppose 
you go to war you cannot fight always, and after 
much loss on both sides and no gain on either, 
the same identical question which caused the strife 
remains open for adjustment, he announced only 
the truth attested by all history. It was no new 
truth. It was but the logical deduction which the 
history of past ages fully confirmed. 

I need not stop to speak of the loss upon both 
sides. I need not talk of the hecatombs of our 
fallen countrymen which lie scattered over a hun- 
dred battle-fields. I need not speak of the widows 
and the orphans, and of the immense debt which 
will hang like an incubus upon the energies of 
this people for ages to come. The horrors are 
enough to cause tears to flow down even Pluto’s 
iron cheek. 

What then is our true policy? [ tell gentlemen 
the history of other nations leave us not in doubt 
as to this point. Before you can ever secure peace 
in this country you must accompany the sword 
with the olive-branch. You must, in addition 
to destroying the armed power of the rebels, 
build up a Union sentiment to protect that coun- 
try after you have withdrawn your armies from 
it. Louis XI of France, by far the ablest Bour- 
bon of them all, by a conciliatory policy united 
the several French dukedoms and kingdoms 1nto 
one vastempire, over which Louis Napoleon pre- 
sides, andat whose power even continental Europe 
trembles. Charles V won more bya conciliatory 
course than he ever achieved by the sword. Henry 
VII of England by conciliatory policy united and 
restored peace to his distracted country. 

I need not go to other countries for examples 
in confirmation of the truth of this position. Here 
in our own country we have the most illustrious 
example of the power of a conciliatory course. 
When our fathers had achieved our independence, 
whey they came to lay broad and deep the foun- 
dations of constitutional liberty, they laid the 
very corner-stones in the great and mighty inter 
sectional doctrines of conciliation and conces- 
sion. s £ 
Sir, I do but quote the unanimous language © 
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